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In Dedication To

The Noble Souls who spent their life in gaining their
Creator’s pleasure and in this state reached Him;

The Holy Blood which was spilled so that it may inspire
future generation lest they may forget their duties.

The Martyrs who strived for Islam in accordance with
Allah’s command and sacrificed even their precious
lives in this Cause. Thus they proved themselves not
only as the devout Servants of Allah in the earth but
also earned success and glory in the Hereafter.

The persons who prayed to Allah for an increase in
Faith and relied on His help.

' The Youth who did not budge in the face of hardships.

Oppositicn and antagonism could not deter them from
their path.

My Husband who remained my supporter till his last
breath. Even in the difficult times he continued sup-
porting me and in the same state he left for his
heavenly abode.

All Muslims of both the East and the West to whom my
autobiography is presented as a gift. I pray to Allah for
the acceptance of my venture and for making it useful
to everyone. May Our Lord pardon us for our sin, keep

up steadfast and grant us ascendancy over non-
believers. ‘

Zainab al-Ghazali
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Preface

- Often did I think of recording an account of mylife.
Nonetheless, I never thought of it worth~ attempting
hence the plan could not materialise. However, the impor-
tance of such a work dawned on me when my brothers and
sisters associated witk: the Islamic movement drew my at-
tention towards its significance. I, therefore, took it up as a
religious duty to record the events which I witnessed while
the Islamic Movement had an encounter with atheistic
forces in beth the East and the West. These diabolical
forees:dimed at not-only hampering the truth but also at

anziihilating all those who stood for the truth. Nonetheless,
the intrepid champions of the truth declared it unequivo-
cally- thdt both the Quran and Sunnah have been rendered

‘inopetative whereas they must be operative in the country.

And the Muslim Ummah has to canalise all its talents in
the- Bervice of Islam so as to highlight the values of
Tauheed; ‘gnosis and to establish a society steeped in God-

fearingness.- Such 'a move would also result in putting an

end ongce:for all to.all such customs which prevent one from
attaining  proximity to Allah and mislead one to wrong
paths: They mislead people so as to-make them subservient.
Only when one-follows the true path, the past glory of the
days of the Prophet’s Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam Com-
panions would -be restored.. The real success of the in-

habitants of the world lies in upholding the Islamic Move- '

ment. The:dingy:prison cells, brutal modes of punishments
and floggings have always boosted up the morale of those
engaged’insthe Causecof Islam. =« e
. Those:who strove for the path.of the truth have under- f
gone similar persecution. Since the gods of the day could
not dissuade; them.from pursuing the right path, punisk-
ments today'.can: hardly make any difference. One may,
however, ‘carry the fortress by logical arguments. These
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Days From My Life

having gone blind on possessing power can inflict all sorts of
punishments but they cannot mislead the righteous person.-
The right path is the one shown by Allah and His mes-
" gengers. Wrong paths are many and devil misleads people in
thousand and one ways. The Quran rightly points out that
the right path is only one which should be followed whereas:
the other paths are to be avoided so that one may not miss
the right path. Today the deliverance of the humankind lies
in following the right path and in adhering to the Quran
" and Sunnah.

Even in the prevalent conditions I foresee the success’
in that the Ummah has united in countering the atheistic
forces. 1 find the success Very close and do hope that the
Ummah would perfcrm the assigned role. I hardly feel

worried about the passage of time, for in the history of na--

tions and movements time is not so important. What is
more important is the fact how far we avoid the pitfalls and
perceive the truth. : &

We do believe we are following the right path and one
who joins our mission would add to the constructive work.
We should not neglect our duties. Nor should we fall back.
We know that all those fighting for the truth are doomed to
imprisonment for their opposition to evil. In compliance
with the wish of my bretheren 1 therefore present an-ac-
count of my life. Reference to certain events, no doubt, call

for courage. Nonetheless we should remember it well that

hell stands for all modes of torture’ while Islam is

synonymous with obedience.

.1 hope Allah would help me record my account which_

would guide those endowed with Iman. Ours should be the
right Path. 1 am firmly convinced that the Message
~ delivered by all Prophets culminated in the Mission of the
Prophet Muhammad Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam.. Those
ready to bear with hardships in the cause of the truth as-
semble under the Banner of the Quran and Sunnah by
Allah’s will. We have been launching the Islamic Movement

12

. | N Preface
wi til:s' c:cx:lt;::::in tﬁhalt'fwe v\(riould bear with all trials, for
Allah 18 e hife an ims in li
of Heavens. Those who are slain Ii)rrxoglei:thy’so ;1\3;1: lz;?tl:irllnl\fllleu
aI‘-

<ktyl'd0m. It has been Allah’
. both the Quran and the Biblz. command preached to us by

We co " "
that all g?:;,sey Salam" to .all Martyrs with the convicti
them who havare o the right path. "Salam" also to allml}
e an idea of goodness in them. It is quite poZ-

sible that Allah may guide them

Zainab al Ghazali

13



 CHAPFERI .

. Ja'mmsbdul Ngssei.fﬁéféa‘;m

e evemng in F ebruary ,1964 as I was retummg home

-mm@ﬂ

o :hy ¢a¥;. another-car coming from the opposite direction” col-

Lagainst mine. I sustained injuries and lest: consclqus-

.Qmss :Ljust heard some one talking out my name.- When 1

.. Feagained conscigusness I found myself in the police hospital
- gurxounded by my- ‘hushand and relatives.and some workers

.+ nbsIslamic Movement. All-of them:looked worried. As I
i opened the. eyesI thanked Allah. and asked them of the ac-
% gident;but: again I fell unconscious. 'On recovery I found -

. 1ayselfin the company. of doctozs st nurses taking me to

Xrrayroom. [ recalled: the ievent:dnd heatd my husband

| mgx "Thank Allah! ’thamyow:hwe» been: saved: D-asked
-, afler-the car. driver and was told thit heé'was:alse: woll ‘and

- 'was hespitalised. Later on; I'learnt tha&thehad the brain in- -
- juty, Thie X-ray report-revealed that ' my thigh bone had

- bepn:fractured. .Iiwas taken to Mazhar Aashoer Hospital
where. Dr.-Muhammad Abdullak; . the ‘hone specialist, -

£ Owated&n me:for: three and half hours:. This:ioperation

- sayed.me; from further complications. As the days passed; I
learnt that the accident conspiracy had been hatched by the
Welllgeme department ‘of Nasser! Their aim was to kill

15
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me. Later reports and events confirmed their evil designs. A
group of Muslim youth lead by Brother Abdul Fattah Ab-
duhu Ismail used to visit me every evening. However, on

learning the details about the government conspiracy 1 re-

quested them to curtail their visits but they did not relent.

A few days later the secretary of the Muslim Women
Organisation came to put up a file to me, for I happened to
be its President. At that time my husband and my teacher’s
wife were also present. 1 noticed that my husband tried to
refrain the Secretary from presenting me the file. It came
as a shock to me and when I asked him of the reason for so
doirz, he justified it on the ground of medical advice. The
doctor examined me and advised me not to attend to any
work. My husband later told me that the file did not contain

any important papers.' I however protested and told that my

business was-only to put my signature. ‘He was, however,

firm in his stand. When I sought the doctor’s permission to
do some work while in bed, he also refused. This roused my
suspicion and I smelt something foul. 1 realised that the
mannet in which my husbarid, secretary and other visitors
talked to me smacked of something wrong.. One evening
when the secretary came to me I sternly asked him to tell
me . the news in presence of thy husband. As I took thefile
to:read, my husband appealed to me to remain calm and
show perseverance: The file -contained the official order
panning the Muslin:'Women Organisation headed’ by me.
The secretary said; *It-must natarally hurt you.* I replied,
rAlhamdulillah! But the government. does not have any
right, to ban an Islamic organisatiom"Hé replied, "No one
has the courage {0 convey it to:the government.rsWé tried
our hardest but Nasser is bent .on taking this action. He

personally dislikes you. He does not even want that anyone

shold mention your name to him. If someone ;mgdvertenﬂy
takes your name, he is provoked to fury and abruptly ends
his meeting." ‘ Coamt s

L veplied, "Thanks Allah that e fears me and is jealous
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of me whereas I am angry with hi
ofme : m angry with him on
N righatl;}; :;11118 {h&stlhty wquld 'inspire us tzc;::srix:toiimy it
T oy o
ed om.
g‘:gi::t ir(:ﬁhtfz\lr'hzisoever to disband the ;E:%lib arul enser
garisation, for ullah has asked Muslims to r in united
end o on insh(i)s d act against Allah’s Will. T(;Eam o,
ith tears in hi eyes, said, ."0 respectable lady! W:e;r e}tlary ’
Wi lokat r{?iufl:f orgamsgtion would not b(; disbagldop?
e looking in 1 »ergnt directions he said that -
the conversati was being taped. Then we had o -
o sound. He told me, "O Zainab! B Allahur hTear.
 pestly requ you to sign the paper. If you si 4 o
, your organisation would be held ;g:utggdpapﬁr,
voil."

- When I looked
at the . .
found that i paper, which I w. .
in the Sozfait-; was ‘fhe application form f::: :8 ked. to sign, I
Allah T woullgt Union. I'told 2im in no uncertanr;)numg myself
' l‘ecoghise never sign suCh a paper which .terms’ "By
and support the e ich binds me to

by vil headship of Nasser. Nasser is

 the blood of mo . es. His hands ;
onotheists. He is hostil are stained with

. stile to Allah and M

us-

g
g

secretary was all te
conel ars and asked
o | d;lded ttgg conversation thus: '?sot:l&ir op the matter. I
no ,,ﬁcumsrées i’vh'ces’ for it entails an agree'm:g? the paper in
ich is something impa V.b'lve nforlth dnt;boli-
and Twas dicchor the dave in hosnitel do.
T e S by
| cace up.

Soci_';‘lﬁist Union and Myself

€ secretary S

told Y who used to visit me ever

that the decision to } th:ﬁt me e;ery evening once
uslim women centre has

d- I 38 s i
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gotiations with me.

files to me and while taking bed-rest 1
of the Muslim
ital for the removal

to have some ne
present necessary
supervised the functioning

By the time 1 returned to hosp
had been released from prison.

plaster, Imam Syed Qutub
He came tu enquire after me the next day along with some
Ikhwan members. Once I received by registered mail a let-

ter containing the following particulars:

Arab Socialist Union
Freedom—Socialism—Unity

Name:
Zainab al Ghazali al J ubeli alias Zainab al-Ghazali

Position/Profession:

President Muslim Women Organisation

Unit:
al Basateen-al-Aaza

Tehseel:
New Egypt

District:
Cairo
d the letter by mail along

:th Russia in 1964

1 receive
agreement wit

Egypt entered into
reminded me of the days when we
ended the day we had the military coup- As my me

treatment was over 1 returned home.
regularly, invitations
however,
the docto
that perio

to the Sociali
the ma ;

r allowed me to g0 ah
d I used to carry 8 walking stick.

with the details how
enjoyed freedom which

1 used to receive
ist Union meeting. 1,
decided to sleep over tter. After a few days

' ead with my routine work. In

~

Jamal Abdul Nasser Hated Me

One morning while I was i

the tel e I was in the Muslim
one froexflh:;:e }S)eu. rang. The secretary tol dwn(l)m:]? Centre
e o hitn Wit Sole et e to cpoak to me. 1
asked him wvglat bSalam which was recipl‘ocatedto rIn‘hle. I
whether I would 1 usiness he had with me H en I
airport hosted b t‘;fd the FeceptiOn to Abdul Nassee asked
told him it is Aﬂah,e Mushm Women Executive m i ;:t the
W.. will send vohicles will which is supreme, He said, "0} I
to join the icles, should a large number of » 'O.K.
tion ‘came :ﬁceptlon'" Ijust said Ehanks and ‘;hwomen hke
i an end. After tw e conversa-
received a call from the Socialist %Ifiznthzeli d(;a&s I aﬁ
. 28 asking

_me why I had refused to joi Airpo
m to i
B Jjoin the recepti i
e b; tiilat all the members of the L’ﬁls?il:nawrz Ce l‘t ,
ab; lamic norms hence it would not be possielﬁe fi -
or us

b 3 .

p

L r .s m ,’" . -

“her question, "
ion, "Are not you willing to cooperate with us?" I

answered, .
Sunnah. W":’goaze bound in all our acts by the Qur
piety, as ordered (;J(;Ipl:lti:hb'?g on the basis of gOOdnefsl :‘;g
conversati ’ told her al !
At this SE:I':n:})tzl(lit such matters would ‘Z‘;:‘la;telephomc
Union in Abideen me to come to the office of thoeg pose.
I, however, r 80 that we could understand ocialist
b mawever, xegretted to do 80 on health gro d each other,
asked m isit the Muslim Wo and re-
St et hor bt e s
happen to b ocialist Union. To thi vaer | was
tionI.J Th‘l;los l;e a member of the MUSgr;h;:rl replied tht.lt I
the secretaryur conversation came to an en‘c)imzxflt Organisa-
September, 1 é’é:ssnteq t9 me a registered let'ter d:lt.;ead“l’eek
ontaining the government order no f;g

19



Days From My Life

of 16th February, 1964 which was the ban order on our or-
ganisation.

No to the Diabolical Forces ,

On September 15, 1964 the executive of the Muslim
Women Centre held an emergency meeting, for we had
received the ban order that day. The executive resolved to
accept the order or to give its belongings to the other or-
ganisation, for the other organisation had parted company
with us before Nasser’s coup and joined Nasser goon after
the revolution. The executive decided also to convene 2
meeting of all members within twenty-four hours. This
ting of the general body also turned down
the ban order and resolved to move to the court.

We appoineted Abdullash Washwan our advocate to
plead the case. The organisation sent letters by registered
mail and telegrams to the President, Home Minister and
Deputy Home Minister and its copies to the Press about our
refusal to abide by the ban order. We made it plain that our

i tablished in 1936, had not come into being

organisation, €s

as a puppet of the Home Ministry. Our aims has been to call

all to the Quran and Sunnah. Ours is Allah patron, of
Whose Shariah we intend to implement.

Jamal Abdul Nasser passed the ban order in hot haste.

" The same was his behaviour in banning,indeﬁnitely the or-

an of Muslim Women, of which I was the editor. The hire

‘agents of the diabolical forces ransacked the Muslim

Women Centre and displaced one hundred and twenty or-

phans boarding there, for they were sponsored by the Mus-

organisatio
our centre. Though they had asked me to be present there,
1 refused flatly to do so. The same Was the stance of other
members. As a result, they took charge of all our assets
from the paid secretary who was not authorised to do so. 1

20
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quote here the state .
which copi ment issued by th s
‘and th:og;::sw%leusﬁﬂf&? the Presi)(,iente I?Il;,g;l: sﬁ:zn of
v a ©58. 8 ., ister
in 1936 with the omen Organisation was fi
Dawah _€xpress objective of . ounded
which nf%’;ﬁt‘if training the Muslim oy breaching Allah’s
‘Allah and no elp 1t restore its past glory. Sov in & fashion
over Muslimsse"lsll:lm.l'“ Muslim ruler ha.s theelslgnty is for
tt?x preach Islam axfdatl:ltro af_;nMuslim Women Ox:gagm'tsatg ol;lu!e
- e Oid wh. ) .an army Of 18
Allah’s rulc:c:nczllllghflelp bring about thzo;ti);iv:}ﬁ g
8 earth. We refuse to accept thzn:;af

usli :
im Women Centre. The President who

~publicly preaches seculri
y preaches sm has no right to rule over u
; 8.

Nor is his minist. i

T 18 X nistry entitled to '

Aic Dawah pass such

g b;sfz:ft.;eist}:ionymous with sorzz ::c:ﬁ;i kg

st U e by a government opposedy :s?ifs

uslim Ummah, rophet Sallallahu Alaihi Was:z)lla .
m

~ ‘and Allah. The
- state can no doubt forfeit our worldly

. 'belongings but it cann rtain
RN k" - t i
- "Ours is the M , lan T o
“ essage of Islam. We stand fo‘:sngvl(:::dfm't&
wi

~..the objective of calli

2 callin

"~ Allah i 1g everyone to beli i

| until the Islamic state is esmbggill:ze tn and strive for

‘What are We to do?

“used to flock to
it wom. my house askin.
M women ad g me what to
~‘Many the » though many had |
bt aod o Lore Who not only SuPPorte(li) ‘the fn'}'i?“afs'
ruler

used to iss igi
ue religious decrees in his favour and th
us

ai Sur"

ere were,

| . however, some
X o ) noble souls who did not give 1
and ye in

X
slam. Adherence to Islam is the real thing
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| ts
Muslim Women also kept their hand; off téxlee aé;zr;po
to adopt a lenient attitude and thfgug:us‘ﬁaam s
} hen many
the Truth at a time w

. On the foundation day of our Or-

cam
E‘;:lilrpfi;og: :he Truth. They agreed on my propo:

.

religious meeting in house which would
with the fundamentals

3 threatened dire
osted these meetings were . would
wom enu:rlxw: d made to vow that such meetings ul
consequences an ma

i confine
t be held in future. We were thus again forced to
2\(;r activities at a personal level.

i lifting of ban on our

- ffers regarding the ; uin
visit me apd made zﬁ conditions which could mcurbr{lrsl’ rout
Organisation on si they proposed to bri 8

;torship and to pay me 300 Jayiniha

1
iti 1d have no contro

dition that I wou X ¢

ey ot o 5 S o i

th 'ﬂtl,:ll?:;;e; department. | ma;i enit pxlftlrrcl)lthinother offer

e uld be given full control. A88-C0

nal reappects Itz};(;store the centre and to ﬁicﬁoxtl,kfa%r the
they made ¥ y;a?m‘ ha every year on the concition t. .

of 20,000 )&

ntre shoul
S:hi them in no uncertain terms
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for the Cause of Islam. We would not be misled. Nor would
we allow others to be misled by forces that use Islam as a
source of their livelihood. My reply infuriated them. Yet
they did not give up in their attempts to lure me. I was
surprised to find them making such offers but soon I learnt
‘that they intended to misled us.

he Night Visitors

" One evening while I was at home three persons came to

meet me. When I saw them in the drawing room I saw them
‘dressed as Arabs. As I asked them of the purpose of their
visit they told they were Syrians coming from Saudi Arabia
and ifitend to spend their short vacation in Cairo. As stated
yy them, they had met in Saudi Arabia, Saeed Ramadhan,
haikh Mustafa Alam, Kamil Shareef, Mohammad Usmavi
and Fathi Khauli- the Ikhwan leaders who had left Egypt to
avoid persecution. These Ikhwan leaders had sent us

" regards and directed them to join Ikhwan hence they had
.. . come to me to receive the directives.

" They talked at length about Jamal Abdul Nasser and

7 ‘Ikhwan and how Nasser persecuted ikahwans. They
- referred also to the 1954 incident and the Martydom of Ab-
o~ dul Qadir Audah and his associates. They told they were
-~ ready to revolt against Nasser’s regime and to assassinate
+ Nasser and that their plan had been approved by Kamil
" Shareef, Usmavi, Ramadhan and Khauli. When they asked
.~ me to express my views on the plan, I told that I had learnt

- of this plan for first time hence I cannot make any com-
~ment. They took leave and promised to come in future to

'discuss in detail, the plan. At this point I categorically told
them: (i) I do not know anything about such an organisation
‘within Ikhwans. The Ikhwan organisation has already been
banned by the government; (ii) I cannot discuss such mat-
ters with Murshid, for our relations are based on the Ideals
of Islamic brotherhood and love; (iii) That Nasser should be
assassinated has not occured to any of us. You should better

23
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return to your country and gain some more Islamic train-

ing.
On hearing this they resumed their seats and other
ter Zainab is not convinced; Has

said, "Perhaps the sis

anyone other than Nasser destroyed the country?" 1 replied,
*In my opinion Ikhwan does not stand for Nasser’s
assassination.” asked them to tell me their names. While
introducing themselves as Abdul Shafi, Abdul Hag, Abdul
Jaleel Isa and Abdur Rahman Khaleel they were faltering.

Since "Abdul’ figured in the name of all of them I felt

amused. 1 advised them to return their home before the
Nasser intelligence d

epatment might nab them. One of
them saig, "O Z.ainab! You have every right to doubt our in-
tegrity. But soon you would know our identity." Then they
went away. In the evening I related my encounter with the
fake Syrian visitors to Ab

dul Fattah Ismail who had come to
meet me.

ened to be Ahmad Rasikh

two weeks had passed since the Syrians
visited me, one person named Ahmad Rasikh came to meet
me. He introduced himself as an intelligence official. He

my conversation with the Syrians. I ex-

enquired me of
plained, "I am sure those Syrians were not the real Ikhwans.

It is childish on your part to play such tricks. You have al-
ready forfeited our journal and banned the Centre. What
else do you want?" The officer asked me questions about
Jamalof and Jamalfa. 1 told him that they were atheists and

they took pride in their association with the forces of evil.

He interrupted me by saying that they all were Muslims. 1

replied that such is pot the conduct of Mushms. They are
the orfes whose hearts are sealed and who pay no attention
to the call. They ere given to their fanciful world. May Allah
Guide Them And Accept Their repentence.

Two days later a state vehicle stopped at my house
from which alighted a young man clad in grey suit. I was sit-

Everyone Happ
Even before
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ting in my balcony at that time. H

o _ L th . He greeted me wi

du(:eii rﬁg;ii&?daslzlh to sit in !;hefvisitor’s roo(:n‘fv};lhe ?fllt?m

fronce 'departm mad Rasikh an official in the int (i-

e i ent. I looked at him searchingly, -fo ow

daye e ha;:iother person with the same name, ana e

e of cI_(;me to me. Moroever, I was summ S?ime

wp phice ot :h ome Ministry to meet Ahmad Rasf)l?lf o

mgthe ceced ! e point that he was the third kb, He
gt of Ahmad Rasikh who had met me, bear-

'I‘hr;e ngl;lsona!ities Bearing Same Name
. Lstared at him, for I found it difficult to believe that all

th iperswons in the i .
o R in the intelligence department shoul
ould bear the

me name. He read my mi

ise( ; y mind and asked

surprised to meet him or whether he had cox:;ht)(,) ;\:ﬁ n
an

< him t‘,)}tl:t Ittl::eeddz?;:lt;h Ovex;1 to another topic and assured
: of m

. wsitor my house were al

~_wsitors, no matter what time they visited. I vfl?;se\?;entotl;;

 him that I would
. | relat i ; .
' Ireadin'al-Ahram’ to him an interesting episode which

A f i
ew years ago the king and the queen of Holland

Saw a dO movl i p .

The mom
ent she saw her she lost interest in the conversa

she passed on the do

o g to her husband whi i

‘ », : rm’% }Irel }}ll(l)stears. The king also behav:elc(le i?g?ggzg

s,llhl_annpﬁked e tes s were amazed to see all this. They w o

dog. The cueen }?r(si in the queen’s eyes as she return);d te}I;e

chog o Jueen ad embraced the dog as if it was he ;

The Bri, uv e dinner table she clung the dog to h . ?WH

belonged b (tlh sen .expressed.her regrets that since t;r (f ”

f}zresent o dogpg‘(:ntche:rsn w;m lovgd it much, they coulfi n(:)%

. s a

nally disclosed that she believiﬂi:ﬁ al;isiﬁizgtﬁ)iiiguan?

of soul.
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Their only son had died a few years ago. And she was sure
that the soul of her dead son has entered the dog, for the
eyes of the dog resembled closely the dead prince’s eye. The
British queen persuaded the princess to present her dog to
the guests, the king and queen of Holland.

I continued, "Those who believe in the theory of the
transmigration of the souls trace some resemblance be-
tween the dead person and the being in which they believe
the soul of the dead person has entered. However, the
three intelligence officials whom 1 have met bore the same
pame of Ahmad Rasikh, though in physical appearance they
were poles apart from one another and had not even the
glightest resemblance. Has your President developed some
new theory of the transmigration which you are supposed
to follow?" As 1 said it, the official felt embarrassed and to
overcome it he said, "O lady! We are quite respectable per-
sons and intend to arrive at some accord with you. 1 am the
real Ahmad Rasikh," 1 said, *] hardly believe your word.
Nonetheless, you may g0 ahead with enunciating your plan.
What is your plan and what do you expect of me?" He

replied, "It is the wish of the government to make some
compromise with you. We understand the Ikhwans have
misled and betrayed you. The Ikhwan are, in fact, respon-
sible for the tragic ban on your organisation and Centre.
They are terrorists. We, therefore, wish to compromise with
you. We just want you to identify the persons actively en-
gaged in the activities of Ikhwan. Your cooperation in this
respect would ensure your gecurity. We have reposed trust
in you and you would yourself know the advantages accru-
ing from your cooperation. It is surprising that a lady as in-
telligent and as pious as you has been a victim of the
intrigues of Tkhwans." He claimed also that Imam Huzaibi
and Syed Qutb have been trying o make a compromise
with the President who has refused to do so, for he is not
satisfied with their integrity. "f I let you know the com-
ments of Ikhwans on you, you would feel no reluctance in
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compromising with us and sever all i i
| your ti
Ellzzuégolz gr(::n 211‘2 other members of the 'Org::fmi‘:’altt:;i}(l)nt 1;191{:1,
 the governme rsxtalt;zsponmble for the ban." I just laughed0 t
g ment. I m.ade him the following rapl 'a"I
ngnce st fl y;_.)‘l..l in the belief that you are really an in};;. 1
A t}i irst, the devout Muslims are persuad de f
horr ety : vfi;lmtr'ernment is _opposed to Islam. You aie io
e T, tc})lrces. You import your ideologies fro;
e e andor e East. On the one hand, you support
e faaion s on ;he other., speak highly of capitalism
G E fhirini ofrplrea by you is harmful and is destro 'n.
L0 gancty doe: es and regplations, My statement is yulitg
o e s nt?:i stand in need of any further elaftl)or :
Ly Godlc.’gin nly different from your whims." I-?—
el b of t La abe say Juma prayers regularly. Whe:;
i e pa O p;,'r ormance of other duties, he replied
e rge. abitual of saying Juma prayers fcf) h
gt onler 0151g the same and he used to bri,n l}'1i 9
s Why (l)ln uma. I asked him, "Did you evgr mk
MW are Musli lis :s olffered only Juma prayers?" He replizzesd
o mre NSl ! ginﬁ as we believe in the credal state:
?erely recite tixe Kalima ; vl\:lltnlio:xv:l ;the:' g it 1t ctanes
norey rec ractisin i
’v they wz usla(;i ;l}a(ti he followed the rulers. Ig:;;}ll(‘ii ttllfa:t:}?ds
 rulors ereed Jﬁeged: (;n the Hereafter on the basis of thjin
e compr(;mjs s%l tbat he was interested in reachi .
the Pronbet 1%[ To this I replied, "Never has in\h' t o
deologios Thlc issions had any track with th  enil
. The Prophets have always called upon pe:pl:?;

" follow the Path ordained by All:

in ol _ y.Allah. They say, "W.

'Q?Jql}fere g::i ;:;tilniour ‘worshipping of onesyothe‘: };ﬁ‘::anott)ltli-
 God My ronh nmity be_twen us unless you believe in '
E galier/ ngv);rangered hu_n and he went back sayin t(;xni
 folephons st come again. He, however, gave ; hi'l

N umber for further contacts, whic}; I refusZ:ie N
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scale. My association
both deep and long.
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with this organisation,

S
1965 1 learnt of the arrests of Ikhwan at a mas

Ikhwan, was

CHAPTER I

And the Covenant Takes Place

-~ My association with Ikhwan was not a recent one, as
the government officials mistook. My association dated back
to 1937. Within six months of the birth of the Muslim
Women Organisation. I had the first meeting with Imam

~ Hasan al-Banna. I had sought this interview soon after his

~ speech in the Ikhwan Centre while addressing Muslim
-~ -women. The Imam wanted to set up a cell for women and
- they offered me its presidentship. The cell was to promote
- unity among Muslims and had to be a part of the Ikhwan
‘organisation. I tried many times to merge the two but it was

turned down by the Muslim Women Organisation. We had a
number of sittings with the Imam and all of us held him in

“high esteem. Finally the Muslim Women Organisation

came into being. Nonetheless, it made no impact on our
relations. To console the Imam I pledged to him that the
Muslim Women Organisation would practically be a wing of
the Ikhwan, though it would function independently. It
yvould facilitate our mission, However, in view of fast chang-
Ing developments even this understanding could not be
brought about. In 1948 there was imposed a ban on Ikhwan
and the properties of its members were confiscated, the

centres were closed down and thousands of Ikhwans were
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arrested including my cousin Tahia J ubeli who divulged me
trong desire to bring

a lot of details. It aroused in me & §
about the merger, 88 desired by Imam Hasan al-Banna.

The next day, after the ban on the Ikhwan, while I was
gitting in the office of the Muslim Women Centre, I started
weeping and did realise that Hasan al-Banna stood for the

truth and it was jncumbent on every Muslim to have
covenant with him for waging Jihad. Such a covenant would
help Muslims play their role and realise their respon-
sibilities and thus enable them to lead the humankind, as
decided by Allah. T felt it quite strongly that Hasan al-

Banna is more competent than me to preach the truth and

uphold the reality. Bravery should doubtless characterise

every Muslim and it was embodied in Imam
the same ideal. 1 sent word to

through Brother Abdul Hafeez al-Saifi and
f my first meeting with him. When the mes-
with the blessings of the Imam I called in
my brother Muhammad al-Ghazali and through him I sent
the following note to Imam: *Respected Imam Hasan al-
Banna! Zainab al-Ghazali 18 addressing you again. My only
interest lies in Dawah and I am prepared to do my hardest
in this Cause. I am looking forward to your directives in this
regard.” 1 anticipated an unscheduled meeting with him
and the same did happen. While I was going to speak in the
Youth Centre hall I came across Hasan _Banna. On the
i all T assured him of my pledge to lay
f establishing the Islamic Govern-

my life for the cause O
t and allowed me to work as

ment. He accepted my covenan
usual in the Muslim Women Centre. We parted company

after committing that my brother would act as my mes
genger. The first message sent to me by the Imam per-
tained to act as an arbitrator between Nahas and Ikhwan.

Rafat Mustafa Pasha was abroad in those days. He directed

me to sort out the differences related to Amin Khaleel

Marhoom, to0 which Imam al-Banna also agreed. On a
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 ship of Imam Ho

“of the san Huzaibi. A da .

- of the Ikhwan Centre I declared i’nl})'efl)lr:gglec;n:: gllﬁlation
wan,
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February night in 1949 Amin Kh
Febru i . aleel came i
depaxtiie i‘l:::n ém_medlate arrangements Egrm:l-“l;l - th’e
deparre ot mrc; should be made, for his enemi o wore
foi-, my brot.her cl(:udd not contact the Imam imme?i? V:ell'e
B omatact tha h:llra;:idy been arrested. I theraf ore,
e L to contact ¥ ait personally. On my ;vay I ;31 rd
oty Mo yrdom. He returned to the Lord af -
ol P com;;an %rhg and righteous persons in that H_on_g
. and I developed Z. stroif gllllatstly tragefly e e l:alg
- pftenses od a sty g hatred for his killers and I made
'-‘m\the’Mus(I)iI:n gg;lern_mex_lt was formed which decided
 poed udgement .gamsatlon. I moved to the court whi o
: nggha’s e 6n ul(‘mr favour in 1950 during Husaiz Slch
 gaha's regin ft ow fc:lalse was pleaded by Abdul Fattzlag
b brns Lo :)i owgd by Wafd Party governm
ed their activities under the lead(i::f

by, publicly, presenting them a hall in my house. Thi
. Things

.. went on smoothly. Ab i
" for my pre y. Abdul Qadir Audah saw
ol present. He expressed his ardenTedzls}i‘i:hglzn;{te(i

th Fﬂl&h’s will. . I promised him to work in accordance
. Friendly  relati
“bearers of Ikh ations there were betwe
government i:r ?}r: and myself. General Najeebe?oogle office
e wake of coup. He had met me a t(‘:'erdthe
w days

~earlier in the
\ presence of Amin Abdullah
al-Faisal. The new

M vtt}ryylailrr[?:nergoyed.thg support of Ikhwans. So did th
gpuShmvernmeht, o € rganisation extend its supl;ort to o
fanctioning of th ever, on feeling disillusioned with the
publicly. Whon s e government [ gave vent to my fi 1_the
borial positinen Iome Ik.hwa.ns were being presenty dee e,
ot oo trac;:rro_te in the journal that Ikhwaxfs Sr;n nis-
Ay (rnth a government which does m'ﬂd
mmands. It is incumbent on Ikhwans %)ttgll;lde

ea
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firm stand. Abdul Qadir Audah met me and requested me
to stop writing on such issues. In the next two issues I
refrained but resumed writing. Then Abdul Qadir Audah
came to me with Huzaibi’s directive not to write on such
issue. Since I had pledged my allegiance to Hasan al Banna
and Imam Huzaibi 1 abided by his directive. 1 engaged
myself in the routine work and attended the Peace Con-
ference with Huzaibi’s permission.

And The Curtain Rises

Days passed till the 1954 tragic events took place which’
exposed J amal Abdul Nasser in his true colours and
betrayed his deep aversion to Islam. Many leaders of the Is-
lamic Movement, it is then no wonder, were condemned to
death.

The great pious scholar, Abdul Qadir Audah, Shaikh
Mohd Farghali and even Imam Hasan Huzaibi were awar-
ded death sentences. Abdul Qadir Audah was a great scho-
lar of al-Azhar, on whose head the British government had
put the prize of ten thousand Jayiniah. Similarly, Shaikh
‘Muhammad Farghali’s head also carried prize. However,
the British govt. could lay hands only on his dead body. The
death sentence of al-Huzaibi could not be executed, for he
suffered a massive cardiac attack and the doctors declared
that he would die within some hours. Nasser, therefore,
pardoned him in the hope that he would expire by the next
morning. But with Allah’s will he survived. Everyone’s

death time is appointed. Allah saved him so that he might
lead the Ummah in a critical period. Though suffering trom
many diseases, Huzaibi consciously led the Ummah which
unnerved the unjust rulers. He was imprisoned again and
subjected to all sorts of torture but he remained steadfast
and persevered in his Mission of Dawah. He lived long
enough to witness the downfall of Nasser and his agents.
He was an ardent champion of Tauheed and the Truth, a
symbol of perseverance and a fighter in the Cause of Allah
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-or. th plight of others:
 forces. Thus I

" unable

A"d the Covenarit Takes Place o

- T',advabc‘nmat;i fh-en other scholars avoided such pursuits and

" Jeminded of his bol submission to the diabolical forces fam.
. reminded of bisbold st in tims when atherscoud ot

" obliging th dard and indulged shamefacedly in -

«ﬂb P T s ooy - .
obliging the unjust rulers. On the point how far one could

. avoid confrontation with the | Im
i AE S oS O WL 3 he .governme t,‘ . " e -
made the following historic statement; ";have o og::f}obl" o

to.the attempts : v SOl
the gover ttemg:ls‘;.;nl\?de_by some to avoid confrontation with. -
the Islarmic Move onetheless; I should make it clear that |
o not steadfa"s{;'meg-t cfmnotb be launched by persons wh
thw:st&i:émeﬁg at,‘tf it is borne -out by history." He mad'g
old. siage B was propercd o iisery years. Even in this
i and was relieved of such hardships ey ier

or’s death. He was among - rou

R

1135? for Discharging Duties 7'
Ban o ;::Otiﬁgy external motivation, I felt myself -
Mpen fa devote tx:ygm:lf heart and soul to the work of
ok, 1 was tormented by the cries o innocent orphans
ds had been tf:r pless widows and women whose hus-
 had been thrown behind the bars. 1 was moved
éhildrén"inﬁth'egis  of old parents who had lost their
elpless per'sdns »_.turpa‘n‘ces_., ’»..These wailings; tears of -
lpless persons and sighs shook: me to the depths of
et uch moved that I thought of myself s
rhuman ?r;;tmgx_xt;} I felbnfiysélfreépohsibil’z B
- :Seé;:l?.s[yﬂ__smrgd'mé to move
sa oined the movement. agamst the diabolical
been‘;’w 1: ms;::tual hfe was that the number of the
of el 1;gh and I came to know also of the Mar
o Cdhters. e noble cause. I found many famili :
housing, In 1956 v::h expenses incurred on education leg
o 66 en some prisoners were set free, tglév -

- What T
poor had
tyrdom
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- 'Wer_e faced with the problems of food and shelter. There
_ was no one in Egypt to look after them. 1 found many .
religious leaders overlooking and ignoring them. Some of

" the victims could not express their sorrow publicly lest they

" should be persecuted again. Such a state of affairs greatly -

upset me. On being unable to find a way out I sought the

“advice of my respected teacher, Shaikh Muhammad al-
Awdan, one of the pious personalities associated with al-
Azhar. 1 used to consult him in matters relating to Dawah.
He shared with me the view that a separate identity of the
Muslim Women Organisation would help the Tkhwan in the

“long run. He was aware also of my covenant to Hasan al-

‘Banna and had blessed me on this count. He was thus quite

- familiar with my association with the Islamic Movement
both before and after the Martyrdom of al-Banna.

. I narrated him the tragic account of the sufferings of
many families which was listened to by him with attention
and patience; 1 presented before him my plan, for I knew
that mere expression of sOrrow will do no good. The
Fighters and Daees were troubled with hunger, starvation,

“ geparation from their family members and loss of parents.
They had been subjected to not only prison but also to tor-
ture.  They had guffered only because they wanted to
uphold the Religion of Allah. I, therefore, thought it proper
to help them in the capacity of being the President. The

* Sheikh advised me {o proceed with my plan and discharge
my duties. He asked me also not to feel hesitant and he as-
‘sured me of Allah’s help in this matter. I told him about the
confidence which the members had put in me. To this he

- replied that I should no more feel shy of realizing my plan.
He added also that the persecuted Tkhwans are the
deliverers of Islam and they are oppressed by tyrants. We
have hopes about the sincere mission of Ikhwans and we do
believe that you can contribute much to it. I, therefore,
started my activities in a very cautious manner so as not to
arouse public attention. I had some reliable persons who
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“Semeone ente:

Omeone entered the r

had T itered the room gently and he was

vy een earlier introduced to me by my lff:t}‘:;l: wzlo

\=hazali on the p i oki
and express e port. Without looking at me he saluted me

- AndtheCovenantTakesPIw‘ev

. delivered provisions to oth_ers: I came also to know that the

‘rave wife of Imam Huzaibi and Amal Usmavi  Us-
. tng;‘?zléuu%dgllah, Khalida Hassan Huzaibi, AminaqumlixtEg-
Ham Tlahh utub, Fathiya Bakr, Amina Johri, Aliya Huzaibi
v am:] dxya Habeli are also working for the same goal. O .
circle and scope of activities went on widéning'hndgl od to
‘meet secretly Khalida Huzaibi. In the same mmuse;ttl)

, :-_' carned on my contacts with Hamida Qutub and Amina

b. I bear witness to Allah g

e ) A4 xhatmsodoin our ai .
Iplel? fm ﬁou(i: I:;- :ﬁgp erse:‘:_ted brothers svho were :,uaff
of theirs and for-the poor orphans

1ts were mercilessly killed by the barbaﬁcrfeg,-m;'hm

Ooﬁ;any of Abdul Fattah Ismail
 hin e::r the first time in morning in 1957. At that
8 pfth nt on the Suez sea port as the head of the
uh e Muslim women f.'q'r the Haj pilgrimage. My
mmeammad_t0 ad Al Ghazali was among the persons
ents and whc:;s' k(:f. r:t{:rg:lte : Dions iy e
ok en he | ned, a pious -
hmgtcl)lm This gentleman comxmmp dedx?:e.w ?:t:cc)-
g-him to me, my bl:Otth‘ told that he is brother Abdul
Ismall mail, a favourite of Imam Hasan Al Banna. Th
Vthted_ e hn(rilmuch gnd held him in great esteem. Me
‘ hlmmeand hto meet me again on the steamer )I,
g i and 1 e along with brother Ismail went av;ay
i i mee}m;rl;nd went ahead with our journey. I
nyself in looking after the delegation members.

- While I was taking res -
dor. 1t the R rest after lunch someone knocked at
K 1 the person to get in but nobody turned u; :ﬁg

cked again Thic time T 1
again. This time I permitted him aloud to enter.

ressed his happiness over -
erences thar ness over the fact that despi
ces tl};erevwas an agreement between the m :1?;
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me. I cut him ghort by asking hoizv he came to knovﬁ of it. In-
" his reply he told that the Imam himself,had appraised him
of the whole matter. I asked him of the purpose of the

"meeting to which he replied that he would talk to me in .

" detail in the house of Allah. The topics to be discussed; he
added, would be the ones which Hasan Al Banna wanted
himself to take up. I agreed to it and told that we shall met

" in Makka. Though what he said at that time was not some-

thing very important, his conversation had t,ruthfulnéss, :

- simplicity and force which left no doubt about the integirty

" of the speaker. I told him that we shall meet in the Muslim
‘Women’s Centre in either Makka or Jeddah. He asked me

" of my address. I told him that Sheikh Usmavi and Mustafa

~ Alam would lead him to my. staying place in Makka or Jed- -

~ dah. He knew both of them very well and after conveying
" 'me Salam he returned. As scheduled earlier, I met Sheikh
" fmam Muhammad bin Tbrahim, the Mufti-e-Azam of Saudi

" Arab after Isha. prayers at night.” We discussed the

“memorandum submitted to the Shah Saud which laid stress
~on female education and on enforcing the scheme at the
_earliest. The memorandum had been forwarded to the great

- Mufti and he, therefore, wanted to meet me. I explained

him the details of the scheme for full two hours. While

_returning home I thought of performing Tawaf, on my way

‘someone called out my name and this\wa’s-brother Abdul

Fattah Ismail. On coming to know of my intention to per-

' form Tawaf he joined me and both of us performed Tawaf
' and said prayes. Then we sat facing Multazim and started
- discussing the problems as d'ecidedfearlier,. He asked me of

" 'my views about banning the Tkhwan, I told him that in the vx ‘

" light of Shariah it was a wrong decision. On hearing it he

o expressed his_desire to discuss the yery ‘issue in detail.

- "When 1 asked him about the meeting at the delegation

 centre he said that the place was not safe lest some agent of

: Nasser may SpY on us. We, therefore, decided to meet in
_‘the office of Sheikh Saleh Qazaz, inside the Kaba. When we

"‘36’ - R E e
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X piet thefr_e; he.pmm d that we sho

B »'_“,:"‘ . R T W o ve uldbe p . oo

. ;mfgf&?fm‘ghe station of Ibrahim. ’Ac?:t;?;lilrg‘ie our dis- .
tission centred ormingTawaf and saying prayers "our ?:;t
¢ party and t}? n the ban on the Ikhwan, reorgaﬁisaﬁon £

afer the pilgri e revival of the activities. We agreed thot

stk his pormissio should go together to Imam Huzaib

+ coming out hi on to commence the work. While w. .

coming out he proposed that we should bear witn .

ké rest bef ight together in this cause and we :ﬁ

e persons (:)re reorgaani:ng IkhWan and ‘- ; . tin

citig our li pposed to this objective. We took oath SR

inig our lives in the Causé. Then I returned to E&gyp:;)f |

ion for the Work ; '
a n . . ) E T ‘l
ad & number of meetings with Abdul Fattah Ismailat o
e 8 Centre in the beginning of 1958. Our
ns centred ;ou.md the problems confronting Mus-
s ok ree  sincerely to make all possible eﬁ'olrl: ’
 pnslim xe lfané their lost glory. In so doing our aim -
,_Wasallam-hi: Ceerah of the Prophet, Sallal'lahllrz1
poiscaam - ompanions and other righteous per- -
y soncn of gw ?1.:111 Sunnah- were to act/];ss}::h: :
7 source of al guidance. Another task which lay
5 Whemastoee tia?lllse all such persons who wishedti
or putting it into is task. However, it was all a plan -
{pputiing it into practice we needed the per‘missioﬁ by
ffdeliberz;;iions :v was the then leader of Ikhwans Aﬂ;e¥
wan o sl ‘,ﬂe i:aiﬁ'e _tp, the cqn’cln'sion that tl:le ban
docree ani Muslim'sgt Nasser is not entitled to issue
e N Mu are not obliged to follow his or- |
ion Naaser in x;_posed to Islam and his decisions'are -
ding on Musgli t of the Book, hence his orders are n :
King hvis s r::ls I presented myself to Ustad Huzai(l;'
do a a8 s iI:) % wi:;m}?i rfloall?&mch t:h_e mission. | had';
'eons of the situation and of th: I;)Il’;;ls ?’gr?r::ﬁa(tﬁ(ﬁ; II;X‘(;S o
L . ’ ’ a - ‘

¥
B i !
ol
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' tah Ismail and me. He was gracious enought to grant us the
permission. To begin with, we wanted to undertake a survey
of the whole country at district and village levels in order to

' jdentify the number of persons willing to cooperate with us.

We approached first Ikhwans, for they had to be the core of
this movement. : | o )
Br. Abdul Fattah Ismail met first the members of
Tkhwan who had been recently set free. He wanted to assess
their morale and to ascertain whether their persecution
had weakened them in any degree and whether they were
still prepared to suffer any more in this Cause of . For
a fruitful survey we had to begin with the areas that were
affected most. We used to study reports of each area

‘presented by Abdul Fattah Ismail and tried to draw conclu-

sions which we later passed on to Ustad Huzaibi. Whenever
I mentioned to him
mission, he boos
not even think of falling back and we should not be misled
by any, for we ’

gomething. He used to give us invaluable pieces of advice
and directed us to contact Muhalli Tbn hazan. In 1949, we
‘had completed our research on the reformative training

programme and in so doing, i
train a Muslim in appreciating his identity
getting up the Islamic '
from the prevailing one.
~ panned, we had to carty out our activities secretly.

and the need for

~quently. So, he asked me whether their visits hag/any link
affirmative he’ asked m¢ -

details. Yet I answered in brief that their visits were relatet

with Tkhwan. When 1 replied in

3

the problems confronting us in this -
ted up our morale by telling that we should

had been, he added, trying to reconstruct -

by Allah, our aim was just to -

Society which had to be different
Since the Ikhwan ‘had been

And the Covenant Takes Place

to-the re-organisation of Ikhwan. Howev:
;_meg*fé gkﬁng questions, 1 reminded hh: l;;f :;l:ee;acl:llfl ll)frd
’. mbt ith him at the time of marriage. He recalled t;
| gmﬂ }o?s which I had then put but he said that he .
| dm :;1 dn:(y;l. g)ﬁl:secutxon.’;x'l‘hen'l discussed the pomt?v ?:
i tw 1 Lol mlm that her being ‘my life-partner has every |
B ity dotaits oty mistion: Farthon. lthough
ot to ask ; ssion. r
‘%p:gdwhlxethe President of Muslim Womeii”s3(1;;11'lg0a‘“rlxgiilaf
o bel(i:of{r{nutment to some political principles, I
dve  firm belie i the mesago of Ikhwan, My relations
pal tata takt‘:tss grew out of having similar political
O F en Ian oath with Hasan al-Banna to fight
e SAllaht lah. I am not, however, guilty of anything
e tﬂiss?ve hard in this direction and it would be
i pon per(:;nt:ilmake my dream come true. None-
oSk avin y disapprove my activities and con-
pern.as s ious to our relations, the best way for
“v'was‘dee 1parate. On hearing this clariﬁtation my
i al};g' tI;llm»'ed- and tears welled up in his eyes. [
Inc o at I would never ask for any d r-
y-if you grant me full fi e in Allahs
o My Love for Husan al ,reeflom to strive in Allah’s
s 10 be the, Procido -Banna is tremendous and I hap-
iy wremdent of the Organisation which isa
et Mart _»dg,_ had decided to go together in 1948_
ood to my pr yr 8:1111. of Hasan al-Banna and you had
ylorie l\ﬁi:;i)gn Ithat—lwould devote myself heart and
ng, yet 1 - c. vgannot ask you to join me in this
3tri#ing : th H_G‘eljtamly request you-not to refrain me
ivin Mu'ah!?ls noble cause. The day I.go out to join
uct, ‘fbr'in t{) ! i , you s}muld not ask me to explain my
cé..-‘al ain th:mrztal t-,xg mutual trust iéof utmost 1m L
ana. I ain the one who bad devoted hereself fully to
i o o tho eatablishment of an Islamic state and to
Homevor ’s cause before my marriage with .
wever, .in case of any misunderstandin, B i o
Lo case 0l : mg__ourtx_ewﬂlbe
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severed for I live for only the Dawah for Islam. After a
pause I made him remember the pact he had made with me
at the time of marriage and he did recall it. 1, therefore, re-
quested him to keep hlS word and refrain from mterruptmg
gsion. I told him not to worry. about
~ my contacts, visits, and visitors. Further, I requested him to
~ pray for the success of our Mission and acceptance of our ef-
forts. 1 owe allegiance to you, I told him frankly, and your
. directives.are ‘binding on me, yet you should not resort toit,
- for our Mission is passing through a critical stage and it is of
a greater value than our tie. He. apologised to me for his
conduct after having hstened to me with firmnese of convic-
" tion and allowed me to go ‘ahead with my Mission. He ex-
pressed. also his wish to remain alive to witness our success
‘and the establishment of the Islamic State. *Had T been
young enough,” he told, [ would have. Jomed your group
. Our activities gamed momentum and young workers
- flocked my house day and night. Even in the small hours-of

. night my husband had to get up to receive the visitors and

_‘to’arrange for their meal. After having received them he
. wakes me-up and then retire to sleep We used to wake him.
' _up at the time of Fajar prayers which were said by us
: together After prayers he turned to his business leaving us
. free for resuming our discussions. His treatment towards

v t.he wsxtors was that of akind and aﬁ'ectlonate father.

. Meetmg mth Imam Shaheed Syed Qutub :

- In 1962, I met the female relatives of Imam Syed Qutub
after seeking Hasan Huzaibi’s -permission which was ar-

.. ranged by Abdul Fattah Ismail. 1'saw the ladies in order to

.- arrange ,for my meeting with the great t Mujahid, Syed

: ‘_ _Qutub: ik the pnson and to seek hls guldance about certam

_ points.: - -

I ¢ expressed my desire to Hameeda Qutub and re-

. quested her to convey my Salam to Imam Syed Qutub and

Lo seek hxs guldance about the views on the commlttee for

.' ."“40
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4rgvismg the syllabus I handed over to

- which formed part of our syllabus. It ﬁglrutdheil l’?;f::«:? (I)ll)(S o
. Khathir, Muhalli Ibn hazam Shafeyi, Abdul Wahab’s wrxtfl ’

5 ings on Tawhid and Syed Qutub’s Tafseer fi Zalal al Quran-
M‘;Whenkn Hameeda returned she directed me to study .the :

.discussing the Surah al-Anam and showed me a

- ‘wugenpt entitle "Malim fi al-Tareeq," to be published |

v by Syed Qutub. Sh
jal next time, - : € pl‘omlsed t° brmg more.

¢ame to know that the Ustad had |
alread =
the manuscript and Syed Qutub was keen agoff 32 :

i:lon When I asked him of it, he told me that it is by - -

ce aog cﬁldaltlhzldhthgt ;m I:ls };llgh ‘hopes abotit. this
. e had read the man
H :u:l 8woas }:,hus (;ioubtless the focal pomtl:)sf?(rdlrmaigfz
showed me the same manuscript which :
h him for publication. I closed myselt? in hlzcho:::: ',

¢ out when I had gone throu
' gh the whole .-
ipt. We discussed the ways and mieans to dlst;bsty: o

,ts and ‘other publxcatlons among the youth so'that |
inspire them and gam a general currency‘-.‘Smc .
8.0 difference of opinions and the goal Was ‘same:3 o
htyoxt)‘?vegt very fruitful, We carried out our studies m’ S
el ire h1ons provided by Syed Qutub. How blissful
ﬂmss {; Ev:rQen a number of youth: assembled to study
Fipnein ‘;111:& eO:gl zf‘?e?uramc 'verses were read -
ce to the situation then obtamoll:lgltZRI:: iﬁglgg:d;h

‘over ‘the ten verses after the patterns of the Com- - g

ons of the Prophet, “Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam we

ed further. Thus the da)
ys. passed when‘we.
€ blessmgs in learning and teaching the Qura‘:lnj?l‘);xel:

;:: > Ibed in training not only ourselves but also others. Thus’ ’

n for Dawah was reared. Me
; any young men ¢
howed e keen mterest in tlns CauSe and wilet:.:h:j:d
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_ In the light of Imam Huzaibi’s permission and Syed
Qutub’s directions we decided to continue our training
programme which aimed at moral training and ingraining
on the mind the concept of Tawheed. It made one believe
also that all such forms of government which do not look
upon the Quran and Sunnah as sources for framing laws are
not Islamic. We resolved to extend our training programme
for a period of 13 years after the pattern of the training at
Makka. Since Ikhwans stand for upholding the Islamic way
of life, we will be guided by the Commands of the Quran
and Sunnah and they will be enforced by us. We should

" obey the head as long as he is in a‘po’sition to establish it.

We knew well that such persons are rare who were there in
the early days of Islam. 1t is, therefore, incumbent on us to
enforce ‘Deen’ and all Muslims must rally round the Ban-
ner of Islam. This would certainly mark the establishment
of ‘Deen.’ We believed in deed not in mere slogan raising.
While applying the model of the Guided Caliphs as
touchstone we surveyed all Islamic states and arrived at
this sad conclusion that there is not a single state which
may come: up to. the standard.. We excluded the Saudi

. government in view of some considerations. ‘ ‘
The survey made it pretty clear that the government is

_ td't;ally.’"unsl‘slamic and atheistic, though it makes preten-
sions about enforcing A:llah'"s‘co“mmands. We, therefore,
resolved to conduct another survey after the proposed 13

year training programme. If we aote that 75% of population

believe that Islam and p litics are not. diametrically opposed

 entities, we would demand for the establishment of the Is-
lamie. government, However, if masses persist in misun-

derstanding that flam and politics are opposed to each -

, 'generation.

And the Covenant Takes Place

;;:;;;;ears We tylrl;afl_'e in.terested in making peoplé believe Is-
' a'vmi"z)ous ew'l‘lme and passing of generations were
. We should concentrate on our efforts

which should be constant and consistent. Death alone could

_stop us from pursuing this course and in such an even-

‘tuality we would hand over this responsibility to the next

As desired by Ustad Huzabi, we maintained our con-

- tacts with Ustad Muhammad Qutub "
tacts : ‘Qutub who explained
.. 'details of this programme to youth. Many ybuxgg men ;}:é

forward questions t ; .
anwered by him. him which were satisfactorily

other, for.a decade we will direet our efforts to educating .

and training:masses and will continue this mission unless

B this‘ grave mis iderst:ax‘l@ijng’ is removed andthe'dichotpmy : E

S a3
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d Syed Qutub was released from prison. A few
efore his release an attempt to assassinate me was
The motive behind releasing Syed Qutubywas to
te his assassination. The stage had been already set
Intelligence Department for getting Syed Qutub

. We, nonetheless, paid no heed to such reports

ntinued our efforts with having trust in' Allah,
e watched the nefarious designs of the oppressors.
ernment believed that our Mevement; an intellec-
ideological rising, is directed by Syed Qutub and he
18 it from inside the prison. It was also believed that
the leadership of Abdul Fattah and Zainab:al-
i, Ikhwans are working actively. Reliable reports in-

have. apprised the government of our activities and
ed a drive against us so as to eliminate Ikhwans once
These reports pointed out also that if something is
eat the earliest, all tne efforts made by the Govern-
to keep masses away from Islam will go in vain. Thus
the crying need of the hour, the reports asserted, to
€ stern steps against Ikhwans. Jamal Abdul Nasser did

45

Among others to be assassinated was also Abdul Fat-

ed us that both the American and Russian intelligence
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realise the gravity of the situation and knew well that the
activities of the Islamic Movement posed a serious threat to
his power. In August 1966, we were told of a list containing
the names of persons to be arrested. Names of Syed Qutub,
Zainab Ghazali, Abdul Fattah Is i1 and Mohammad Yusuf
Hawwash figured prominently. 1 was informed of Syed
Qutub’s arrest on 15th August. While I was having discus-
sion with some sisters, I received a telephone call and was
told that Syed Qutub’s house has been searched. His
brother, Aimad Qutub had been arrested a few days earlier.
d my husband, then at Rasal-Bair, to confirm the

arrest of Syed Qutub. After an hour I was told by him that
Syed Qutub had been arrested. We postponed the discus-
“n at the Muslim Women’s Centre and decided

sion going on at

oo watch the situation. Syed Qutub’s arrest came as a shock
to all the members and workers. .Our sorrow was too great.
For us Huzaibi and Syed Qutub were the only sources of

- guidance. Wewere now in search of gomeone to act as our

" Abdul Fattah Ismail and myself had anticipated these:

developme '

“advised ‘riig_t&f-_”c_oﬁrtgqﬁf{:hjé{;’guide at Alexandaria at my ear-
duced me to a youth who was to act as the

‘liest. He introduced
messenger in case of his

- he advised me to drop this'idea and to remain indoors; But
by that time I had already contacted him and his wife had
xandaria; ' It was also decided to keep in

arrived from Alexan ‘

constant touch with Uétfid Huzaibi. The person to act as

messenger this time was Mustafa Mur;

46

nts and discussed the pros and cons of the gitua-
tion. Abdul Fattah visited me soon after the incident and

arrest. However, after a few hours g

sa. I contacted the
guide and apprised him of the situation and of the plan
chalked out by us. He agreed on the plan particularly of
Syed Qutub. Reports about the arrest of other workers and
members started pouring in and soon the number swelled
up to thousands. After my arrest, Shams Badran claimed to
have arrested one lac Tkhwan in twenty days. Prisons

» Conspiracy'

‘namely Sajan Harabi, fort A 7

| an . bi, fort: prison, 'Abdu Zawal’
8¢ 2 e;a:d ﬁe;;;daza, and Tanta Jails were packed vw:rils
goners. e August, I came to know of the arrest of

,,t}‘;el?;wctl;d latlily,; Umm Ahmad,  a respectable and
fellow traveller. She had been actively asso iated
. né(l;vement and l}ad worked with Imam Has(z;i;1 :1
oty he : ext.;ended invaluable help to the affecte(i
u Che -xle‘llsoners arrested by Nasser. We used t
touck ;nf hex:. Iwas. greatly moved on heéring heg
*ﬁ‘y‘brot;h e'avIv minute silence I addressed her nephew
ybro der. t is a matter of pride that we have among
> lgd gc :vr::f(‘) d;spltg her ripe age has been beafiﬁg
tly all discomforts an ‘torture for the sak
fafgffeg; May Allah bless her. ° ‘?f' esf:ab-
ox G Xh A(rinmar and told her that a great lady
y Al xlxlm , a resident of Shibla, has been ar-
rs.,on'»t:: tsh m;ld hand over the money for helping
mon ot el_; ; aémly. of Syed Qutub or the guide in
" c‘(vmtaies . So d1d I hand over the container to
ich co» ned donations. In the prison I came t
et “th ada gave _1t to Fatima Isa and at the tim y
pel i e alpthontles acting like beasts robbed héi gg
Ples ﬁnc uding the money meant for providin th
o e vaxjre:sted persons w1th grain medicalg 'de
the-}gxpendlture and other: necessit’ies.' z -Thoalh, |
( Ba_rtrl;a_st;eq persons were ‘innocent, they wliie
A glen teox?tllxltary govt. lest they should fight for
e ﬁpbn ﬁ:eelsltlztn;x(;: ;é)vgrnment. ~When these
ne I told -Ghada Ammar and Ali
i ;l)sif:ﬁj n:;z ;r; ‘t;hIe{ prison, not to wbr:yn dfoAl;l Zla
agre. to hel ‘He the Best to ; -
emi ttltansxtory, our abode is Heaven. © hele ?Lnd the
s a time full of agony when I was continuously get-

ports of a large number ¢
ber of persons. I
“,,k__essgngerr»to proceed to ‘Alexandaria a::s n?ztfdtﬁy
..-‘ . e
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A RN T ~ dumped me inte a vehicle i .
guide. While I vgasfpackmg my luggege, another messenger  there. He did n;;e rle:};ol:dwgcl};my nephew was already
. toldme towaxt till further Qrders. R ‘ealised that he was ordered not toy %reetmgs and thus I
, » , S R knew also that he had been forced t;lat;ro ; smgli l;word. I
T an
bl o my e o i oot B

"~ On Friday, 20th August at the time of Fajr some aigenté ferent from th
of diabolical forces and the tyrant government barged into e morning. ® one that had ransacked my house early in

my house. When 1 asked them of the search order, they
tried to avoid any answer. They told that they were free to
" do whatever they wished and it was not binding on them to
~produce any permission before raiding any house. They re-
marked also that Ikhwans are mad, for they ask to produce
permission before raiding a house. They ransacked my
house and every thing was left ramshackle. I watched them
helplessly. They arrested also my nephew, Mohammad al-
Ghazali, a college student. - They, however, told:me not to
leave house. . When I asked them whether 1 was interned
‘they told me to wait till further orders and threatened me
of arrest if I ventured to move out of my house. = v
1 was happy for being only interned... My neighbours
 visited me and 1 started preparing for arrest-any moment. I
. requested my neighbours to go away lest they may suffer.
. 'Butnoneof themmoved. A
" While we were taking lunch the same agents broke into
~ our house and turned everything topsy-turvy. They seized
~the safe and other documents in my office. I was not guc-
© cessful in saving some invaluable books on exegesis, Hadith,
jui"ipr:udenge_and history. So could T not alsopreserve the
manuscript of the Women’s journal which ‘had been barned
- by a military ordéer in 1958, In sum, they destroyed or con-
" fiscated all they wished. The safe, in fact, belonged to my
husband and it.contained some-of his belongings. When
~ the agents asked me to produce the safe key, 1 told that it
was in the custody of my husband who was away in summe? .
~ vacations. My reply enraged them and they asked someon®
to break it open. When I asked them to give me a list of all
_ the articles confiscated by them, they laughed at me and

Jur vehicle reached the mili i
nt flfpm the sign. board. Soon wzarywrg?nsgiltlieht(l)lues%il aSA:
j:ﬁJ?; ;r:hi;cée a be:s(tily looking man led rJne to a
vhe errogate ! ‘
taken’ to another roo£ whext');ey :n gg:r}:f ;gfsr:;tafh v: n'l:I
gﬁ. n?: s:::nhl was mtrodqcéd to him, he star:;d
e c'l‘h abuses which I had not heard
Aot 1y . e pther person also abused me and
e b0 av}ela well with the interrogating persons
e} a;clinbt :t they have robbed me of all my \.'alu-
sh and b 00 t,:d I expressed the hope of getting a list
e cort scated so that I may reclaim them after my
pouat g oo Badran looked o
; ce I was to be killec
arlx; il;ztg; tlggzllvoas no point in giving a list oei‘ t;li;(:
inside the prison houee e toey have e vy o
Hls conversation was hysterigal i‘xlxeddf?ux;le §? gﬁﬁg

not make any answer, for the lan
, e
T I};;l;ega;zl); abuses. It was such hlinfiulii%ioxs\:ﬁi?}{
o o too eV;en think of. This man, in a drunk
2k me another person. I prayed to Allah and
er and for the strength to keep me firm on

nian accompanying me |

90 m pany presented myself

e«l iboogrg p_toht.he room number 24. Iwais:huzn &ixs
o :ivi ere I saw two men sitting. One of them

earrying a diary which belonged to Abdul Fattah Ismail

- 49
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- ‘and he consulted it during his Quranic lectures. I thus

- knew that other Tkhwans have been also arrested, for a

meeting was scheduled. 1 shuddered at this thought but at

~ the same time I controlled myself. I heared the call for Ast

- prayer and I was gpared to say prayers. The moment I
finished prayers, 1 was again taken into custody.

Way to Room No. 24
My hands were tightly tied and I was followed by two
" black men waving hunters in their hands. made me
‘take a round of the prison and on my way I saw a numbez of
Ikhwans subjected to all sorts of torture. Some of ‘them
were bound to pillars and were undergoing 8 heavy thrash-
ing while some others were not also whipped but also

thrown before dogs. Some of them were waiting for their
turn to be subjected to torture. Most of these men were
pious persons and as I knew them personally that they were
 striving for Allah’ cause. 1 had worked wi
had discussed together the Quran and Ahadith. At Tbn
Arqgam’s house we used to meet and remember Allah and

His Prophet. Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam

- I recognised most of the victims. | was indeed an irony .

of fate that those devoted to Allah’s cause were subjected to
such harsh and

able for me. I felt envious about their fortitude. Some of
them, the adherents of Tawheed, were young
were old and others were both young an
Everyone was suffering, bleeding profusely ’
torn dresses. Nonetheless, they looked full of poise and
calm. Some of them were hanging down the roof. One of
the youth, on seeing me, could not control himself and ex-
claimed: "O Mother! May Allah grant you patience and keep

~ you steadfast.” A pool of blood had been there around the
young man. TO this I replied; "O my sons and dear fellows!
Allah will grant you firmness of conviction. Your destiny 18

certainly Paradise.” o - B ' :
50

inhuman treatment. It was simply unbeliev- 4

‘men,, some '3:?
d old ladies. '§
and putting on - §

ersons accompanying me B fecdl
it 1 o started beating

t;) tl’dth_ought;l had touched a live elégfg:&:i me 50
e That ey s loaring apart, Nonetheles :
ne time I h this suffering is in Alloh's cane eSSAI-

Allah to keep m \
ough the whisping fm and safe from these

ttner." I requested again :
o . d again the young Ikh ’ '
e i‘;f:::ln%_;for Paradise awaitsgus W?ns to bear
;;d to?{l u; 1 repeated Sayn‘lg tha't Alla‘;;ag con-
Your bounts ‘,‘1,‘;,“" be all Glory. *O Allah! We th . hli
7 of fighting in the Cauae of to aticlaly the
A - the ause of Islam Faith anc
was then d“mped into another dari?;;’l Faith and
om No. 24 e
W o i nu- "
e S an U o v S i
%Gom'wasl W:]f anot.her mode of phiﬁéhnient e
ber. I‘Wasgﬁ n'ed’y_wu;h‘ dogs. I donot 'r‘ecc;llect‘
S orens e o plussed o looking &t thém that;
Goga toscing and attacking ol art of wy oy,
open my eyes but the scene was so
., mysgges again. However, Ista

B

pping was guite» heavy, I found my
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Algihi Wasallam which 1 saw during the period of my ar- e
- eeping me Steadfast in order e
' e der to gain wrl

rest. v .
“In the dream I found myself in a big desert crowded by

camels on each of which were riding four pious men. Along
row of camels was passing through one end of the desert to
another. At the end there stood a man with a glowing face
that commande<d respect also. He was holding the reins of
numerous camels. 1 asked gently, "[s the Holy Prophet
Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam present?’ Turning to me he
replied, *OQ Zainab! You are following the Path of Allah and
His Prophet.” Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam 1 asked him
again whether I was on the right path. The Prophet Sallal-
lahu Alaihi Wasallam replied, "You, O Zainab Ghazali, you
are on the Path ordained by All ! Yetl persisted in my

question: O Prophet of Allah! Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam

Am I on the Path of Muhammad, Sallallahu Alaihi Wasal-
7" Sallallahu Alathi

lam Allah’s servant and His Messenge
Was~llam The Prophet Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam agan
made the same reply, 'O Zainab, you are on the Path o

Muhammad, Sallallahu Alaihi Wasa '

and His Prophet.”
When I got up, I felt myself energetic. The dream had
made me oblivious 0 1 in 1
ing from whipping nor had I any 1
scene near the ventilator.
great distance and the sounds were hardly audible
prising was the fact that my real

pame is Zainab Ghazali while 1 am generally known as

7ainab al-Ghazali. The Prophet Sallallahu Alaihi Wasal

lam called out my real name in the dream and thus 1 wat
convinced of its truthfulness. As thanksgiving I sal
prayers.’»'While saying prayers I felt at loss to get adequat?
words to thank Allah for this Blessing. The only way for m¢

prayers I continued invoking Allah ar
Zalr)llsi ::(;r ?g_easg. It gave me much solazz.d fel't‘;
he pos guarl(;lg out of vehicular movement indicated
pdipnfiom s vyere'.changing their duty and oth'e' .
heard the caillsf!(l)lr(egge‘. ‘ i
. _ - Fajr prayers . ers.
z::xgt:;: tcli);flt(:lmued for 'sixpda_)},'s; SS?Ege Og)iilettl\lf rayf o -
wgust the | oor ot_" my room was not opened Ng;S -
o with theSupp_ll'ed to me for full six days. .The ow?s B
A with the ionlilatgde world was through the d(r)loz
Cam one ni gclgl: living for six days without an s
" water? _can be it possible for one to l)i
ays mthout responding to the calls ofpi;la

very -

¥hat is your opinion p p
. . about the ‘ i
L pix > persons profi
L Col;lsg;;gn ;1; LI;lziurtnan acts? These t;’ra‘;l:sss fl‘:l% isc;
; gy}?nd e ansgressed the bounds set by
ou should not feel surprise ’ nag

 sho prised how I managed t i

A ;;}glea:lly food or attending to the r’:glel(si (tJ(f)' rslzlt.'wve |

m; b asi\lrz; }\:;1 :t?}fneii the door, abused me ?1:1?1

‘me er I was ali /

point.out Fhefa&':tors that helpe‘(,ien(:; glf:\:li.vtle'would

s slé)sleosslenf accruing from our Faith In Allah. Thi :

W prcnlon ?1‘ iam such power which helps oné 6Vels
i arte of .0 he tyrants, intoxicated by their pow‘er- |
Sy Faithp_pr.ess_lon. - On the contrary, a Mu 11 .
o with Faith i indifforent to ll hardships.

B Sy rean which was like a Divine Blessing to m

{ the nor fp mysglf unaffected by all hardship ei |
bt wi);krflrln this dream to bear with the a I())Sn -
i ol week e guard threw before me four 1g s
: with the human excreta, and a pie(:ev?)?‘

im thanks lay in renewing my commitment to P
cause. 1 took oath of sacrificing my life in this Cause an'

prayed to Him that nobody should suffer on my account-
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roval and follow the Path dear to Him. Even afte o
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ath in the state of Islam. I
» am. started reciting th
mli‘"uBsf(g; andletiha. I felt as if I was re%itinz
. time. ile I was busy in reciti
; ‘tcz;le:lme slapped me on the face and the lighltr;gwte}ll'z
eee; h::nt;SAfg'uard started flogging me wildly. They
| ted of blank paper and asked me to write all
mazle 3 ge to write. . For some time my flogging
e (P;the.r person BSaad gﬁsalgluﬂf B bt o
t » Sas il then got hold
bjecl:ed me to severe jerks and throv;ging I:le o(;xf :;112
eas }:!d the army men to trample upon me.
hen t hey f(;etched a chair and seated me. Blank papers
ld anded over to me. I did not have the strength
g g:se()rz 1;:111 .myliland. fNonetheless, one of them
1, "Wr is sheet of paper names of yo: -
Scs(sial: :.nné' Eo;)mtry whether Saudi Arabia g’: é;:i;
ebanon. If you fail to do so, you will ’
(ti,at\ the spot you are standing. You shmﬁd wr“irle :ﬁ
1 out your connection with Ikhwan." They provided
h a pen and locked the door. Y PrOTEE
e():;e ;}}e_ follov&{mg notes on the paper sheets: "I have
et :h lixends. in many countries who know me as a
e oL aﬁ sla;mc Movement. Our Movement is for Al-
e we have chosen and followed the Path of the
o Ouammar aimc: S&llallah}zlt Alaihi Wasallam and other
ots. aim is to preac Allah’s Dawah and to invi
I;otﬁzt;bhsh afr.ld run a gqvernment according tl(l)1 vllitlz
s Is 1:;1? of Allah | .1nv1te you also to this objective
ophg; olax n;' placie1 olil 1dgnorance by affirming Tawhid
. You should return to the Right Path
;Xglldt;ozlrleh g::tl,l olt;/[ darzless and ignogranc: w}fi?:ﬁ
s. May Allah guide you to the Li
Convey this note to the Presi o e s
resident, for he
} fti‘e?t(si ()r;'tjt;;r:l to Islam and .thus purge himself ofngl?el
R fects of Jat iyya. If he rejects this call, he will him-
. I witness that there is no god but Allah and

butter and he addressed me thus: *As long as you are alive,
you will have to gubsit on it." I did not even touch the food.
I, however, took water of which the container was too dirty.
While taking this dirty water I said the following words: In
the Name of Allah Who will keep me immune to all harms.
He is the Hearer and Knower. O Allah! Grant nutrition,
contentment, Jihad, gnosis and patience to me as I take
water. 1 took water and shut the door. I remained in the
game condition till the sunset. The door reopened and the
same guard abusing me entered and asked me to go out for
the toilet. Asl tried to move, 1 felt fainting but he took me
by hand and carried me to the toilet. When I tried to close
the toilet door, he prevented from doing so by telling that it
is prohibited to close the door. On hearing this condition I
came out and asked him to take me back to my cell. Dis-
playing utter beastliness and inhumanity he told me that
he will be with me in the toilet for security reasons. I do not
think any system, government or religion will lay down
such an inhuman condition. While returning to the cell
longed for death, for in the conditions obtaining then death
was better than life and I could thus save myself from any
further humiliation. The moment I finished my Maghrib
prayers the guard, who had earlier thrown me before dogs,
entered and he was accompanied by two other persons. He
called one of them addressing as doctor and directed him to
examine me while I was lying on the floor. The other per-
son asked, "What is the matter, O Shatrauli?" To this the
doctor replied that my heart was functioning normally.
Though in spiritual terms it was broken into innumierable !
pieces.
As they went out, the door was closed which opened
after a few minutes and I was made to stay in a totally dark
hali for two hours. I was facing the wall and was not allowed
to make any movement. While shutting the door they told
me of my last minute approaching fast. While reflecting on
their conduct I prayed to Allah for endowing me with peace
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- ST N PR N ‘ ‘ Conspiracy
* Muhammad Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam is His Servant as
well as Prophet. O Allah! Bear witness that I have preached
the Message. If they repent, You may graciously accept 20 ¢ )
their reprentenance. O Allah! Grant our repentance as well. , grm{lded with bread and a piece of butter which
If they persist in their ways of ignorance, you are the stinking to eat. The guard had to take back the food
Mightiest and Wise. Keep us firm on our Path of Sacrifice day. ' :
and grant us Martyrdom in this Noble Cause." 1 wrote this {8 o L.
note with the confidence that I have been preaching Allah’s oined Him _‘Vlth Me ~
message and resumed my recitation of the Quran. Sifwat One day I was involuntarily drawn to the door of my
Ruby collected sheets of paper and after gwitching off light I heard someone’s footsteps. looked through the
he went away. o S » e apd found Tmam Hasan Huzaibi lodged in the next
Hardly had a few minutes passed that the hall door was 3"“?‘3“33‘1 the Quranic verse. EYeryday I watched him
" open and lights on. Four armymen along with Sifwat en- ng in the cell. Thus Allah provided me with an oppor- )
tered. They drained all possible abuses on me and held me 0 see him. The Imam also noticed my presence and
‘guilty of writing something absurd. Then he warned me of PINUnNICa L with each other through glances. This-
the visit of Hamza Bashah, the director of the prison. “ng, though brief, made me feel indifferent to
The director likewise heaped on me abuses and filthy ship and was a gr eat solace. Islam establishes such a
jonship between the commander and a worker which 1s

remarks. I looked at him contemptuously. They tore into s i :
pieces the paper sheets written by me and told that all that d in Faith in Allah. T was feeling content.

I had written was absurd. They repeated the remarks of
© Gifwat. Baseoni ordered to get hold of me and directed a
 uard to beat me. He tied me to a wooden plank in the
manner butchers do to cattle and started flogging me. I
went on reciting Allah’s name till I fell unconscious. When
I regained consciousness 1 found myself lying on a stretcher
in_h‘ospital.‘ I was even unable to speak or move. In the
same-condition I was taken back to the prison cell. When 1
got up 1 found myself bleeding profusely. All my pleas for
calling in a doctor dr providing some medicine to stop the
bleeding were of no avail. Then I turned to Allah Who exer-
cises control over every thing. 1 was reminded also of the
Hadith that nothing can obstruct the invocation of an op-
pressed person from reaching Allah. Accordingly 1 prayed
to Allah to stop the bleeding. My prayer was granted.
Nonetheiess, my whole body was aching. I, therefore,
resumed praying to Allah which helped me to bear with the

Fora pumber of days I had to put ﬁp with the same
, for I was not provided any medical aid. Every day, 1

ards the Place of Punishment
[ could not enjoy this opportunity for long. One evening
door of my cell was opened and Sifwat appeared with -
a;ghip which he often used to strike on my body. He .
ht me by the arm and took me to the prison office: On
ay I passed through the prison No. 2. He seated me in
o Tice and after few moments a guard entered and after
ng my name he left the office. Soon three army men’
 fierce looks entered. Barbarism was writ large on their
After my identification one of ‘them told that it was
e for my death. Then they started whippiug Br. Farooq
shaw1 His limbs were tied and while being flogged he
interrogated about his connections with ‘me. They
e_d him also to abuse me and on his refusal the whipping '
ntensified. It was too embarrasing for me. His condi-
01 appeared to me critical and I thought.he’ will pass away
’ y moment. It was, however, Allah’s will that he should
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the trial and be condemned to life im-

live longer to face
prisonment. He lived for 1ong in the prison and consistently

called people to Islam. His end came when the criminals ex-
ecuted him by Laiman Turrah on Abdullah’s direction.
Thus he attained Martyrdom.

Not only Br. Farooq was mercilessly beaten but a host
of other Ikhwans were also subjected to the same suffering.
On being refused to budge like Br. Farooq they were also
whipped ruthlessly. One of the youth was 80 exhausted that
the guards declared him dead and he was taken away on a
stretcher. I never saw the youth again. By punishing these
youths the tyrant aimed at unnerving me and thus to yield
myself to them. As part of this design they sent a person to

ted himself as my well-wisher. He intro-

me who presen
duced himself as Umar Isa, an attorney. I soon looked

through his motives.
Advising me he told that I should better make some

compromise. He made the following remarks: "O Zainab! I
wish to make a pact with you which would solve your
problems. You happen to be a respectable lady. 1 wonder

how you were involved in it. All member of Ikhwan includ-

ing Huzaibi have confessed and they have described you as
the ring leader. This may result in your hanging. Look, how
have they saved themselves by implicating you. I would ad-
“vise you to tell me in detail about their motives and your
viewpoint which I believe to be correct.”

I kept silent and did not utter a single word. At that he
told me to make the reply after some thinking. He hoped
my reply would bring out the truth. Finally I said, "I believe
no one among Ikhwan has done anything which may incure
Allah’s wrath. They are not even guilty of provoking any ra-
tional person. What is our crime? We preach only Islam. Is
it a crime?" Then he said, "Statements of Tkhwans betray
their conspiracy to assassinate Nasser and make violence in
the country. You were also a party to this conspiracy, I,
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o an attorney, am interested i i
ty. ,Wﬁlat have you to say?" i only knowing the
-replied, "It has never been the objecti
8 jective of Ikh:
Nas§er (;)r anyone or t.;o cause violence. The countv:ym;uta(s)
;ruine ttbzl, Nasser hmmglf. Our aim is lofty in that we
qo;:ilmlce to establishing Tawhid, Prayer to Allah
, the ommands'of tl.m Quran and Sunnah. The mo-
. we succeed, all diabolical forces will vanish. We ai
i not 9t destruction.” ‘ i
Hedsnuled and t.:old that all you have said just now
ye yci}u‘ conspiracy against Nasser and his govern-
i bep ied that the concept of conspiracy is alien to Is-
Wo We;r;’g ltrl;th’ faces falsehood openly and points out
\ efore everyone to opt for. One is th
hile the other of Devil. Those following the e of
. : . Those following the path of
_:rll;risg:)if salifffen_ng and we intend to cure thelr)n witoh
3 o ection and Iove and with Allah’s Deen
D hear.mg thig the attitude of the so-called attorne
tlrelg.. His real name was Saeed Abdul Kareenf
' bultnIg ft_;nhs ;(c:lx:xark he v;rlent away, "I wanted to hel;;
) . under the spell of Ikhwan." H
ved by Sifwat Ruby who made i ‘n watch for
e ! e me again watch
t:l:;:1 g:ems}gnept rrlxeted out to young Ikhwan :/(frkei'osr
hg | suffering I recall the names of Sirsi .
o al-Sawi, and Tahir Abdul Asiz Selim. The soconos
, . iz Salim. The so-
e?( r;tlérned w1§:h Hamza Bisauni and Sifwat Rsﬁb(;al;ﬁg
. é’;asHe tl;;e why I was not making any pact with the
: ; he ba(lil ‘me that he wanted to help me out, for he
‘yourui bd also as a gentleman. He further said;
l;;{with u}f and you have been deceived. Huzaibi has’
C with the truth. So. have other Ikhwans done. Why
tyllrh ZvﬂSh"trOTiaV? yourself?" I will never say a word |
s w{;a:.mwf‘n_amg. to the- attorney I:asked him
&t the ul.’.v;Hamza Bisauni slapped me on the
0 at I had. made him mad. He threatened to
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bury me alive as he did to ten Ikhwans daily. I turned again
to the attorney and asked him to record all that was hap-
pening. Hamza looked at me and then said it was over and
that he wanted to help me but I was not obliging him.

This remark of Hamza was enough for Sifwat and his
agents to resume whipping. Each part of my body was
flogged ruthlessly. 1 prayed to Allah all the time and when-
ever I felt much pain I called aloud the Name of Allah.

Gifwat bound my hands and feet and leaving me in this
condition he went away. I kept on reciting the Name of Al-
lah and requesting Him to Bless with patience to bear it.
After a few hours Qifwat entered with a devilish person
named Sambo and both of them slapped and pinched me
and finally locked me up in the cell. : :

While the doors were being locked 1 heard the call for
Fajr prayers and made the following invocation at the end
of prayers: "O Allah! If you are not displeased with me, I1do
not fear anyone. May Your Blessings on me be manifold. By
Your Light I seek Your bhelp. I seek also shelter against
Your displeasure and Wrath. 1 am at Your door seeking
Your consent for, You alone are the Master and Most

Powerful."

The President’é Emissary . ;
For full three days I was locked up in the qell. Then 1

was taken to the office where I found a tall, fair man seated.
He asked me to sit down and said,
exhausted by these persons. ‘1 know you per

have come from
with you. The whole country loves you an

‘make any compromise..
promise; we will set you free. Yo
in which you are at present. 1 promise you not only you

release but also:the office of Social Welfare Minister. 1
asked him whether“thgyhad flogged Hikmat Abu Zaid and
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"] know you have been
sonally and 1

the President’s office to reach some pact
d so do we. But

you have ‘estranged yourself from vs and are not willing to
By God; the rhoment you com-
u do not deserve the state
r

. Conspiracy

flar?ldbif?ge 1cliog_s while: offering Ministership. He |
end a;)k ; it he felt sorry about my pi?eser.xcé in
e I'khwanehat:i ;m what they wanted. me to do. He
ot Tehwan had | (Ield me responsible for everything.
s o Ismail and Syed Qutub have con-
ofL potata and in order to save themselves they have
ihie blame o ygu. I have been therefore directed by
: : er to get some comprormise with you. I
\,_opgyvq:)x ‘: your residence. Ikhwans, it is felt aimeci at
ang foir artx;ii1 as part of this plan the assasiilations of
m inter:; s(t); dex: ministers had been.planned. I am
;‘ht on the c?mdllr;cty (())fl'1 éyzgrg::? thi(éhHShOUId Ve
ghion thec , ub and Huzaibi. Wh
;;jde t;ﬁs f‘l'lilr:alssiias whom you wanted to kil‘l? Kindl;

li . R Londead
A :Itllytr}:;; tFlrSt’ Ikhwang never intended to kill
o abs ir.I Our objective has all along been to
# mnsas 1;)u slam and to survey the factors ac-
g for | ."% .aclgz)vardness of Muslims." ‘He cut me
) sl r,mt a;lr;a;t. They have confessed everything." 1
R Oer. It may be that they told you all
em Islam' ) t1‘1r only interest was to train the new
s & ,Slam. 1 it amounts to a crime, Allah is the
mg m;d - O(i a vow that he felt concerned for my
s thytr‘;eI ease was his only interest. Thankm
e ,rm_a "I never considered myself as-deaser\ring
AE Agtlstell's}.up.' I.hz%ve spent my 'life in thg
“‘oul‘d'lik' 5 ministership is of the least interest to
oo th i Io devote myself to the Cause of Islam." :
' ei edaalsbw?fl free to do anything he left the rocsm
Eretted. gl at 1 did not benefit from his offer
&  harsh b‘::tir?gl inffilgz entered and as{zusuai:t‘he};
pod me again i the cel,
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' Conspi
Days From My Life . , piracy
’ he spread the bed and asked me for the Quran forget-
that I had been imprisoned by forces hostile to the

1 was afraid whether they could provide me with a
Ghada presented a small sized copy of the Quran

i i Cell
NeWNB?tggemleuolu?g the time of Asr prayer I heard
e

: ed to
some noise outside. Wi'ﬂ:l T?;mls‘egﬁzﬂgge It}rﬁ.?uagi the
tried . ‘
reach thefdﬁo ; Ii.:ﬁlza, Sifwat and some ot}ler pe:sqtr)li 21:13 she had brought with herself. Same was done by
keyh(ile. : : l;limpse of the bright faces of Ahyg H;z;lain I When I tried to stretch my legs I found it difficult to
then 1 saw that 1 forgot m: " .owing to the injuries sustained during flogging. On
Ammar 1t so happy ’ . a g 1 1 g flogging
Ghada s to AIlli:il to protect my sisters against the evils i ‘my wounds Aliya asked me of details. In my reply I
nﬁieeg:;ﬁ;ons_ : ) he was expecting a regited a Quranic verse. Ghada started weeping while
o I was worried more about Aliya }tl'or Sﬂ‘: y arrested her. couli;ihnot belge;;e that ev;en women weredsub_]}txecteti1 to
‘ dered how the ' an inhuman behaviour. It never occured to her that
in a few days. 1 wondé Ghada for she Y raerior o gt
g?r&fil:rlly, I thought of th}l;:L mlseairiffﬁciidn})\i’st have been for ;lzill‘;gvl;’l;i;zllllgstlis azouglt}shana;t(lil frtl; Prophet, Sallal-
W . , v
B e mohr nd th bab. 1t wassimply nbunes
bOtht e mo nerossed 1n a )

_ When rulers are engr . .
hmd-heemng;eﬁy'it and they feel no prlcksO oli;I Z‘;’:ﬁeﬁﬁv
t”II‘llfgsa:hey behave t’yrannica:lly to ?18. opened ;1nd a

ou betrayed the nation. The door 111)ef0r the last
haved)’thrmV inside a pillow and sheet, thoug o without
o days I had been sleeping on 'the gro d attitude.
elghti,ee:ildingy 1 was surprised at their chan%f ! found
any be > . tore for me whe X
was In § . .
More smlg‘lgeifv::tezzteMg the cell with Aliya Huzlal‘});3 :Iii
m;&mar and they left after locking up the la
a . o . . . . :
w czll} zi erﬁbraced and hugged me gnd st:artee(3i E;lss(lirllﬁitrir;ei
ask dyher also of her welfare. While 1 turne her eyes. 1
fon 3 her weeping and tears were welling ulil.m ghe replied
fm;:;d her whether she recognised % I;It‘.o t'nl::;derably and
that T had changed a lot, lost my Weight 5980 T L,
" face looked like that of my br.Other ?;1 in that I had
I}ilgr that these changes were quite f ai;;/Ioreover my food |
ivingin @ horrible envx'ronmen‘ . : » I b
bﬁﬁ:i:t:l I::% jl\rllst a spoonful of salad which is provided by
c

hospitable guard. -

-of Rafat Mustafa Nahass ,
~order to change the topic Aliya started telling me
hing about the outside world. She informed me of the
g away of Mustafa Nahass. I prayed to Allah to bestow
ercy on him. I was told that he passed away within
r three days of my imprisonment and his burial
sion was attended by thousands of persons who were
g slogans also. The government failed miserably. in
ling the masses. She told me also about the com-
de in the foreign press. We had a detailed conver-
- It was clear that the nation made something out of
8's death and used it for venting its views.
ghout the country it was a popular slogan that there
Bleader after the death of Nahass. These slogans were
B significant in that they were a protest against the
adership which had been exposed and the truth had
ascendacy. Since evil-doers are at the helm of af-
hey thrive on false propaganda. They will be even-
defeated and disappear like ash. I asked Aliya of fur-
tails about the burial procession and whether the
ment had taken a serious view of the participation of
thousand persons in the burial procession. His
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burial, in fact, symb
yearning for freedom.

Reminiscences

to our mind. He was a na
mies and never felt shy

r also whether my bro

against his ene
takes. I asked he

had been arrested.
some serious suspicions
time was appointed for e
ing of the funeral proc
that sons of Egypt had no

Masses had seen

forces. 1was pretty sur

the truth will be

know:of the corrupt
busy selling the nation and for ge
th Islam and Muslims.

Conspii‘acy

td assassinated the youth. ) i
tlie number ofi widowsHaSuIi) l:z;}(liai;eadmg role in ad-
ile we were busy discussing sucl; matters
myte (;ntjg Zwuc;llllezlo tl'fet and ankles. She was ho?r}ilf?lgg
ayed to Allab elp us. She intended to bring some
ey ! t)l,'l e]it; She asked me of my dress bag. [
- hat, for t ed t elghteel} days I had to put up g\;ith
o eaina he{es:(sl and this statement put her into
Ylhen she & ped me change the dress, she saw the
of runser ol m_/zr my body. On seeing it she started
g, for 8 ladieougI t .such a treatment should not be
< ot to ladk i'f Alltrled to reassure them by pointing
o o a: ah. Since we have been fighting, I
o tatal & :1 lcause we should feel content. Vife
dal stateméZt ofﬁ:g lﬁfiS;ilﬁ e ra i o
. t . a also joi
y sister Khalida Huzaibi had rem‘a]agi(ne(:idtllrll:ta;tliltloﬁ

olised the victory of truth and nation’s

centering round Musatafa Nahass came
tional leader who had no revenge
of admitting his mis-
ther Saif al-Ghazali
Aliya kept quiet and this gave rise to
in my mind. At last Aliya told that
verything. 1was all the time think-
ession which proved beyond doubt
t be misled by propaganda.
through the designs of the diabolical
e that the day was not too far when
unveiled and the masses would come to
practices of the rulers. The rulers were
tting any office, they op-
Theirs was a nefarious

posed bo
design. I then turned to Ghada and enquired about her been in th
. e
husband, children and parents. _ However, if%;nﬁlh;? swould not fed any dif-
husband had escaped uld have sought Allah’s shel ;in nl\}[}; ;vzlillzﬁed boc?lr,
: save all

Amidst tears

to Sudan while her mother 18
for the sake of her childr

d for all of them. In reply to a que

through just
her and praye

Twaihis, 1 was tel
his newly-wed bride. So
Manni and brother. It came as

that they were

with the Ikhwan.
gpared. Ghada told me details of suc

raid on houses.

truth. It was
the old and ch

. 06

che told me that her
ailing. She has been pulling

en. I tried to console
ry about Zia

d that he was arrested while he was with
was the case with Mazon, his sister
shock to me. Ithus knew
bent on arresting who had any connection

Even those saying prayers were not
h arrests and night

something new to me, for my
In so doing the sup-

n breth i
. ren and sisters from persecution and vic-

: ,I;«;:d—A ’I;Vlode of Prayer
versal ion was interrupted
el . pted as a black -
: ie(li) u(iz:irrylzlg three pieces of bread f;?r go‘:xle
ing. Al I;O ﬁ;trol my hunger, though the food
ouing. t}Z t:r'e sed my condition and she served
e taking i a VlVEh ‘iwlas of good quality. So we started
i ti1 v e taking food Aliya said that she
ng L t h T; e of the baby to be born shortl
Do Stog (;a. I was not taking any both Aliya an):i
i weighflf dxt. Aliya told me that for not takin
o o v et b i
. _ ook foo
quences of not taking any food will be ;sflgﬁirl\}};er;g};z

It was not

icture. He was blind to

not therefore surprising
ildren arrested and flogge

d, and imprisone
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but make also the rulers happy for the wish to get rid of us

at any cost.

I, however,
taken by me. She persiste
being forced by her I took

told her that the food sufficient for me was
d in her demand of taking and on
food without bothering about the

quality of the stuff. Next morning as usual 1 saw the great
teacher tl.rough the keyhole. Aliye and Ghada also joined
jon. This meeting was a great

me. We had some conversat

consolation. Aliya had thus a chance of meeting her father.
Ghada told me in detail about her arrest and that of the
Qutub family. Time lingered on with the only pleasant
break at the time of prayers. ’

The Night of Torture
After Isha prayers the
along with a guard came in an

door opened and Sifwat Ruby
d took me to the office, visited

by me twice earlier. I saw and greeted the man sitting in
the office but he did not respond. Looking at me angrily he
asked my name. Then he directed me to sit down and said,
"Oh! So you are Zainab al-Ghazali. Why are you exerting
yourself 80 much? Are you doing it all for Ikhwa
have spared and saved themselves
corners. You have created problems for us,
ged to save you and arrive at some understa
bring about not only your release but soon after the p
the President will lift the ban on
and your magazine. You will be paid thousan
ry month and sanctioned a big fund for your organi
If you compromise with me, 1 will get for you a new
and a meeting with the Presi
May Allah forgive Ikhwans who have misle
you have been a problem for us,
hearted as he is, will pardon you."
remarks I kept mum. This surprise
his dialogues thus: "O Zainab! Try to un
President will appoint you in place of Hikmat

sation

derstand me. Th

n? But they
by putting you into tight
yet I have pled-
nding. This will -
act
Muslim Women’s Centre
' d jayniah eve-

dress
dent Jamal Abdul Nasser.
d you. Though B

the President, large- B
While he made these
d him and he resumed

Abu Zaid. We F

Conspiracy

n about your cooperation, Kindl ‘tell m
wpoint, fqr I am your well-wishei. Man; f:i:: y
and are directed by you." perons
ﬁnellly told him: "T have never felt the desire to be a
o nbso fa; as the magazine and centre are at issue
8 the est to find for us a way out. For Muslim the;
important Banner is of the credal statement of Islam
k e(iind no other banner can serve the purpose." He
asked me whether I was busy reviving Ikhwan. I told
34 qt m,y mode of functioning was different. "Th.e Mus-
y lr:;xcll sd centre, which I pad founded in 1937, had not
doeee. ﬁw(ril Nasser believes that the ban impose(i by
; lishe the centre. The confisication of propert,
aterial. Success or failure rests solely with Allahy
e’: Helped' by Allah cannot be harmed by any Muslirri
n’s Orgamsaf,mn is not disbanded and the Mi'ssion h
oing on. With us is the Truth and Nasser’s regi "
meet i.s doom. Allah’s Will would prevail. After d%:tl}?
ruth w0}11d be upveiled and the tyrants wouldnbé ex-
1;.11\%:1 s Deen is firm and no harm can be done to
g;oli] ltl \g for His Deen. Allah will send His word. I
: ah\to make me one of those who enjoin good and
d wrong 'and g_ulde the Ummah to the Right Path
i rend?:lng this service are the Vicegerents of Allah

B the Champions of Islamic teachin
! gs. Hasan al-Banna
) tirf;m} .dgd Ikhwan on §haky grounds. The objectives
g ‘mind were the revival of Deen, establishment of
s Will and enforcement of Divine Commands Jamzl
Ngsser pas no right to ban such an organisati(;n "
;d!;hls point I finished my speech. He remarked, "Y
' eegl an orator. Nonetheless, I have not come t:o ygﬁ
V\}ﬁ:gatfi;) asstz:;g s}r::echton' Ikhwan and converting
It has brought me to you is the urge to arrive
- Ié);z:t f\f/Il‘lleh may bring about your deligera(;xzr.lve:ﬁ
,Ao . hwan have held you responsible for this up-
According to Abdul Fattah Ismail, it was you wlfo

C Ej3
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cy
the same opinion. Syed F{ iing out writing material h
you guilty. 1 think |1 . To this I said that I di?i ﬂiﬁ:ﬁ:ﬁiﬁiﬁfﬁy
! hanged _tl}e topic at this point and asked me aboﬁi
I:qualbl .and Syed Qutub. When I asked him to
Eus question, he told that he meant the details about
8 agsasismatlon plan and the take over of the govern-
s.ald, Nasser’s assassination has never been an im-
o ISSI;‘EI for us. What is more important is the
mony o slan_l. We have been grounding young gener-
‘1:10 Islam while Ngsser is opposed to it and he is not
hiah:rrli‘orc‘;gslamm laws. For him Islam stands for
h "You. - y ggn rllot you take exception to it.?" He
od: You o certainly mad. _You do not know that you
b I\;rled here in no time and it would go un-
., I saidI 'le'“a’i}vle you, you v.vould be murdered in an
. provol’; \ h.at Allah desires will happen." My last
Tk pro the im and hg started abusing me rapidly.
by bt e guard and Riaz Ibrahim came in who was
y To I;Ir'eserve the cass_ettes for presenting before
cou “.’as t(-,) ldlm I ppgared mcqrrigible. Saad was sent
followedoth to punish me with five hundred whips.
Dol e order ,and spared me only when he felt
e fkh er a pause he resumed whipping. Then a
;; o Wer:vzfi_gr;z;s tE:)ro bght: and flogged. These Ikhwan
re force use me and on their refusal

” gyt lf;}el;sl trecglve they were subjected to more torturte(?
o s dayés e Pilot Zia Tawiji who was arrested on

armed him. Huzaibi is also of
Qutub has exonerated himself by holding
you are not in your senses. It is Nasser’s wish to help you

out. Though Nasser exercises full control over the whole

country, he 18 prepared to

pardon you and thus help you

open a new chaptar in your life. He knows you as a good
orator and leader held in esteem by masses. But you do not
seem interested in availing yourself of this opportunity. Is
there anyone who would turn down Nasser’s offer? You are
eing. 1 wish to see you busy
in welfare work. Be rational and think of your family also."
1 afked him whether he had finished his statement. But he
resumed it thus: "Tt is quite simple what T want you to do.

You just tell me the name of Ikhwans who used to visit you

and the assassimition plan of Nasser. When did you ask
Hafeefi to ¥ill the President? We are interested also in
knowing Syed Qutub’s attitude. How did you draw the plan

and what were its details? By Nasser, you will be set free

vulge these details. You should not miss

tonight, if you di
this chance of getting the office of Minister for Social Wel-

fare. Be rational and think of the gains you will draw. All
Ikhwans are looking to you." Meanwhile a tall man with
devilish looks entered. He told that he had brought all the
cassettes confiscated from my house and they could be
played. ; :

Heé asked the newcomer to go back and resumed his
dialogue: "O Zainab! 1 know your husband as a gentleman
and 1 have 1egard for both of you. Your husband is a dear
friend of mine and I am interested in your welfare. By Nas-
ser! 1 will set all the cassettes ablaze. We wish to get you
out of the morass in which Tkhwans have put you. By Allah!
We are better Muslims. Islam stands for not harming |
anyone." Making fun of him I told that we had neve’ g
harmed him or anyone. He was too pleased to hear it and
construed it as my willingness to compromise. I prayed 0 §
Allah for his repentenance and following the right path. B

X:t Now Hamza’s Turn

er flogging I was sent to my cell i

y cold, I was made to stand in thz open fg'ha(:lulglguf ‘;das

; e body was aching. Hamza Baswi along with Riaz ;:amy
atskecli{ me to act with tact and keep in mind my own in‘i '

ns{; _famza gave me this advice: "O Zainab! Be rational

, ot a fool. Why do not you confess like other Ikhwans?"
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I interrupted him what he meant by confession. Our only
objective was the preaching of Tawhid. Sifwat was directed
to bring for me a chair. Hamza told that owing to his -
friendship with my husband he was trying to help me. 1
was asked to sit down and recall the details. I failed to sit
down owing to my wounds. I told it to Hamza. He continu-
ed thus: "You are responsible for the disfiguring of your
body. If your husband sees, he will also be sad. You know
look like a sixty-year-old woman. I feel pained to see you in
this condition. Your hands look like those of labourers."
Sifwat added, "You appear even as a 120 year old woman
and your face has totally changed. Even your husband
curses you and wants to divorce you. Any day he will send
you the divorce letter." Hamza also made similar remarks
and told that he wanted to help me. Ijust looked at them
with contempt. But they could not discern my attitude. He
was trying to demoralise me. He roared and asked Sifwat to
whip me which he complied in no time. Another guard,
Saad also joined him and both of them flogged me. A pot
containing some hunters soaked in olive oil was there. They
asked me to have a close look at it Soon a dozen soldiers
joined and waving the hunters they heaped on me abuses. |
just ignored them. All the time I was making supplications
to Allah. After a few minutes the fierce-looking Ruby en-
tered and told the soldiers, "Wait! We have postponed her
killing to the next night." Dragging me by the hand he
moved to the cell. .

Back to the Cell
I was thrust into the cell where Aliya and Ghada were

asleep. On seeing me bleeding they were panicky. I told
them to'go to bed and kept on reciting invocation. For two
nights the pain was so0 acute that I could not sleep. 1 did not,
however, disclose it to Aliya and Ghada, though they asked
me often the details. When Ghada pointedly asked, Aliya
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Conspiracy

?ﬁér’ to kee i A ‘
iden. p quiet. Ghada had in' mind perhaps some

lext Night
er Isha prayers the door of
 pra; my cell was
h eadful Slfwat calling me in a hars}:pt?)rrlid Mgg
] maeitputsflde. On our way someone told that .Khalil
s waiting for us. Sifwat told that he was taking me to
4 w: petrson. All alo_ng the way he abused me and
ly Vonen ered the room where I found a devilish person
permf:}f)lignrr:f heds{.larted taking at a fast pace. A few
ed and he asked me m ]
d why I was imprisoned to whi Y eoressed my i,
. e which I expressed ig-
ce. er sa{d, "Your are here for having planne(rin iT:;’
assassjdul F{n:ggn in cpllusmn with Huzaibi, Syed Qutub
o aske?i meligliﬂ.h'l denied the charge vehemently
0 behave properly. He furth id,
:gg;havebto die. You do not know me Iramelr(nsc?lw(i;
as a beast.” At this I'said that so far I h
. J d
lnly beasts, excepting the rightequs youth v:'ihoszein
& Oirélgng th:I 1t;uth. This provoked the guard who stare
: me till I collapsed. He told me, that he ,
sted in philosophy and r i e et
B ot athosophy o esumed slapping and abusing
: ‘ went away. He was foll
;,?wr pe}'ssp who put some question to me. He ax(s)l‘(vee(;i n}g
3 nalls in 1ffer<_ent to the offer. "We are only interested
thi yI(l):lla ‘?v a\hgtm;s:n and th(lils %avé you from the conspi-
of wan." T answered, "You and not Ikh '
cf;);dirtlilhng an.lawcglly over the country." }viaeni:ifie
k on 1s critical. I will send someone. 3 :
| ' ! else t -
g};):n zli(n((ii a;lrlve at the cgmpromise.’_’Saying this }?eéﬁ::l;'t
oo te : lah for }19 did not ask me to remain stand-
s, :(:v lﬁ:;(l Itlcz \mtdhsta&nd any further strain. Then a
Ip entered and asked my name. He told th
e?:altﬁ Ellght of my life. He was followed by‘anoth:ﬁ
f rev _almost the same adding that Ikhwans were

73



Conspiracy

Days From My Life

. to B : ent to be the witness. We will summon you whenever
. He, however, turned to me t isen . _ on y :
responsible for myogilsg: t'I asied him what I was expe pded. Should you like, your meeting with the President
ma(llte S’?‘?fh(':s rl?é) l:‘mswer.ed that both the Presider;ti and Adt s advisor can be arraf;gbed for. The President will liff't
to do. : in the trial agans an on your centre and bestow on you an important of-
visor wanted me t(;l ac:dascxft::seszsd-l Trying to gain my [ That Tkhwans have betrayed you is an open secret.
Ikhwalg}slywilg s};?;,e "Or;airfab! You are not fair to yi){urself. wish tohproilect t.}:ierxﬁseg/es b}); intlpligating you." I just
sympa ’ i d reply me." He con- mum when he said all this. He tried to serve me tea
Your clothes"are e r?)‘:‘:ti::esx}: lfibalﬁ Murlza)i’m and Saif and hich I declined. He gave me writing material to record all
t'mueﬁ t:s:;;dlt;sgg I}f’r?(;lrning. 1 wish to help you outlar‘l'd yg; 2 _ointsdon which we;{ had agrezd. I simply told hixllll thfz;!: I
your hu . which is quite simpie. agreed on none. He insisted on me to accept the offer
have just 'to act a3 :nnmeeis':r my return and sleep and thus ich would help me out. Isaid, "Our only crime is that we
directed Sifwat to &rr mgeting next day. to study and practise our Deen. The President should
I may prepare for the r prosecute those who are guilty of atheism, moral
Rest for a while already }liclhlfry andbpermissriI\‘/enﬁss.hI Wolul(:l V\'/Iril(te only that
est 1o : Ghada were alre now to be true." To this he replied, "I know you are
When I reached the Cetn;l Alazg :Eed after me. In spite rell read lady. You should not, therefore, risk your posi-
asleep. Aliya, howfgeratgzleell: At the time of Fajr all of us n.  Before recording anything on paper you just keep
of my efforts Iz(l).ua :sked me details of the last night to - points in mind that the President wants to help you.
Sallld gﬁaﬁgereéythat it is Divine Will. May Izlllah lli)eelv)1 f:: tzaubl alflid Syed (}Qlutub drew Nassedr’shassas;ination %fm.
whic , : een as- to them you prepared this s . us
itfalls. They have : t according you prep , cheme
steadfast, fo; tﬁr?magﬁsgﬁgyt%mg‘ Aliya hoped Allah Wﬂ} wish to be exonerated and hold you responsible for
king me to oked many questions. Since I was too tired, rything. Bear these points in your mind." And then he
belp. They a5 them. Thus the day passed. me alone. Ithen wrote the following statement:
could not answer ' "Along with young Ikhwan we used to study Kigah, Sun-
, Hadith and exegesis of the Quran. The work persused
us were Ibn Hazami’s al-Muhalli, Ibn Qayim’s\Zaad al-
. I saw a stranger , Hafiz Munziri’s al-Targhib wa al-Tartib and Syed
X k me ;z,ra;l guiagi:;v}:rat was asked to sea.t me' b’s Fi Zalal il Quran and Maalim fi al-Tareeq. /In the
Sifwat. They to:r made the following remarks: "0 Zamabi t of the Prophet Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam sand his
%’nd ;l;iesgfhnagusted those who wanted to léelp _)('101_1- Elovfn Pamonfsl‘{ve th};’uglllt of mililking hcandto Islam ng:r ghe
ou . : e you. 1&° ance of Huzaibi. It was thus the idea to train Muslim
will help you and gui D
ain tgxe;': 'Iklht;?;:g eyﬁllllafl,lell us how they entrap_ped oZv(:alIl‘. th sg as tio dres‘t?ire the lost g}iorg of Muslims gn(iqlslallm.
stea -ve interested in Islam or In p ' fler a detailed study it was decided to organise the Muslim
. nterested 1n l1s T 1 e y g 1
Think Whet}l;er 211112’0‘811: 1In the light of Huzaibi’s remaﬂ; surrounded by diabolical forces. It was to last for
o o b v hanged, The same o b oy 51 [teen your floed by souney ide sy, I i
Qutub. Nonetheless, we wish to help ¥ P

The Deadly Night
It was the night o
other Ikhwans prayed
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| rs came back and were
anged my dress for the
ears to sacrifice herself

ted
d Qutub and Huzaibi whereas they }\;\?Kfl ed;:,rsii !
f}:)r §yeSifwat dragged me out of tl:e (1::1111:0-Akbar" passing
e h the gallery I cried aloud "Al bar’ 0 that
ﬁll?(mgand Ghada may overhear, for 1 appre
iya

these were the last moments of my life.

the
ifwat, Hamza and ©
passec ¥ o see that I had not ch

rised t g
ilzgting. Sifwat remarked: She app

CHAPTER IV
In the Company of Shams Badran

ifwat took me to the office of Shams Badran--who is
a human being worse than beast in that he felt
¢ pleasure in inflicting torture on pious Muslims. In
ing he believed to make such Muslims give up their
though his assumption never proved true. He asked
olently whether I was still alive. -
Hamza Basuani’s office was close to that of Shams. Be-
e stood all the time a couple of armed guards under
ntrol of Sifwat. Resuming his statement in the same
t tone Shams said, "O Zainab! Be in your senses and
of your welfare. This will help you get rid of us. By
’s prestige, I will tear you into pieces with m; whip."
ered, "Allah being the Most Powerful does whatever
ts to." He could not make much out of my reply and
me of my link with Syed Qutub and Huzaibi. To this
hat we were united together by the bond of Islamic
rhood. Sarcastically he asked me to explain Islamic
rhood. Then he enquired about the profession of
utub. I told that he is a fighter in Allah’s cause and
gete of the Quran. When he tried to pretend his ig-
e of such things I told him in detail that Imam Syed

= =
= - =
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rpreted the "Kalima." I answered: "The  Prophet -

lahu élllaihi Wasallam_ freed mankind of its servitude
gax;f Ix;lala;i;am;tt}vlvc;rsl}l:p one Allah. This is the real
; at the revelation was sent d ‘
fuhammad Sallallahu Alaihi Wasall i formm. of
& o e e 1 Wasallam in the form of
1" We practise it both orally and 1
and in it lies the conce i 3o heasing i
| pt of Tawhid." On hearing i
Badran lost all self-contr s agents staed
- ol and his agents start
ping me. In order to oblige me H 1 p "
’ . asan Khalil pleaded
ome respite to me. He asked me wheth: Sidere
te t ther I consid
as a Muslim or non-Muslim. I X et
: . Itold that he should
pply the touchstone of the Qur: oad thon
0 an and Sunna and
; (?ftf thi concluglon. My reply enraged him ﬁd g'l::
d of : gap of mc!escnbable abuses on me. I was too
o bei)l oda}lythlng. Nasser’s agents embodying
o ;(:;Z dltll(lee beasésh and pounced upon all such per-
them. ams Badran directed Sifw
ann(:;ei; Complying with this directive he broughtlanaitr(fg
o anv:riotv}w:ooden stands. Three armed guards also ap-
ly with trousers which they ~eadily oemeis. § o o
trou Lthey rea ily provided. i
l(:e z:idjommg room which was well-?urnisﬁed :n%u;l;t
-‘"sstanl(lie I d?:q lel?:;zl?agr}?n’s i;llstance I was hanged on
. ect how they tied and hanged
g as a ruler Shams ordered Sifw: infli 6 whine
t to inflict 500 whi
y body and the order was ex bod They
‘ o : ecuted in no time.
edIn}elm a barbgn(': manner. As the flogging Ivrvlgs iITt}:;l}j
elt the pain intolerable. Nonetheless, I did not
ﬁa;?; yv;':izk;leii angl recited the name of Allah. I con
0 the A mighty as the pain mo .t . |
ly unaware of flogging I just went on repeatirli;g:1 :ﬁal}lxl’)s /

. Eventually like a corpse I fell down. Though I :‘V

Qutub is the leader, guide, Islamic writer and an inheritor
of the Prophet. Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam He directed
his agents to beat me and it was complied with. He insisted
on me to tell what exactly was Huzaib’s profession. I
replied thus: "Imam Hasan Huzaibi accepts the oath of all
those associated with Ikhwan who are committed to enforc-
ing Shariah and Fight in Allah’s cause so as to uphold the
ascendancy of the Quran and the Sunnah." His agents
pounced on me before I could complete my statement. He

dismissed my statement with a sneer. Then Hasan Ghalli

took up the task of interrogation and asked me whether [

had read Imam Syed Qutub’s Maalim fi-al-Tareeq, which
was affirmed by me. One of the audience, constituting offi-
cials, asked me to recount the gist of this work. 1 proceeded
with reciting "In the Name of Allah, the Most Beneficient,
the Most Merciful but I was interrupted by Shams who told
that It was not the pulpit of a mosque and abused me as
well. Hasan Khalil directed me to proceed with my accownt
of the book. ‘

I presented the following points "Maalim fi-al-Tareeq by
Syed Qutubinvited Muslims to return to the teachings of
Allah, the Prophet Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam and his
conduct, to appreciate properly the concept of Tawhid. In
other words, Muslims should repent. He also distinguishes
between the right path and Jahiliyya which is in vogue.
Any indifference to the Book leads the Ummah astray. The
Ummah will be doing real service, if it returns to the Book
and Sunnah and it is something very important in that it
ensures stability for the Ummah." The silence was broken
by Hasan Khalil’s remark that my statement was an-exer-
cise in oratory. Someone also remarked that I had been a
writer and editor of the Muslim Women’s journal. They
had with them copies of the journal and read out a passage

from my editorials. While it was being read out Shams
frowned st me and told that it was unintelligible to him.
The agents kept on beating me. Hasan Khalil asked me how

to stand, I collapsed again; _
) - gain; for, I was too

rl sthy ;egs were profusely bleeding, yet S}:vafgsk :I(:dev?n

ivwallsbe X on me to stand. I tried to take the"Suppoft‘ 0;‘

 Wall but it was not permitted by Sifwat. When I asked

i
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In the
to Silt dfown, they xi:efuseld bg' telléng that I ¢ he persisted. Th Company of Shams Badran
should better seek help trom one whom I referred to as Al- / sted. Ihad then t . _
lah. He should be invoked to save you from us. If you turn and put off trousers. I was d(r)etseslclati1 ;l:)lvt? burn his face
to Nasser, you will get some result. Though I did not say a ordel'ed me to jump into the water; I ln.(fiorn cloths.
word, he kept on telling such absurd remarks smacking as mpt amounts to suicide. If you wisl’l t:?il that such
they do of Jahiliya. When he persisted in his question I u ar e.free to opt any measure. I believ. do Eway with
told him that Allah is one Who is the Most Powerful. Then n killing me and I was justified in thin]fi them Lo be
1 was taken to hospital. owever, afraid of it, for I wished to sacrifi ng so. 1 was
. As I stepped out of Shams Badran’s office I was breath- § cause. I indeed welcomed the idea lc';hmyself n
~ing heavily. I wanted to take some rest for my limbs ap- ; (Iine to jump into the water. On m. fi ¢ agents
peared to be tearing apart. 1 was passing through the ’ Z to flogging me. As it was impossibly ;‘e usal they
gallery when I heard Hasan Khalil shouting at the top of his , eal I collapsed on the ground. Sifw te o withstand
ds threw me into the well, ' at and two other

again to his office. When I entered the
g , When I opened my eyes I found myself lying
on ground.

them to allow me

voice. He called me
office I found Hameeda Qutub there, though it was difficult -not therefi
to recognise her in view of the sufferings she had under- erefore-a well into which I
thirst, flogging and exhaus- Ed;%glia}} %aymg, "0 Allah! I am befoxv':a;o?:zv;n. I‘
n
of Ummah. As long as possible I will abidee l:)y

gone such as those of hunger,
th.
Bestow on me Yoar Mercy and Patience.” ‘Sifwat

tion.
Shams Badran asked Hameeda to verify my name. I on with his fl
: . . 1s floggi .
was too dismayed to follow the interrogation of ﬁmeeda. such a posture gging and agked me to sit down. When I
to her questions about was 1mpossible while i
0 make the posture whi In water, he asked
which I do while saying prayers

Perhaps Shams Badran was putting

Fatima Isa who was lodged in the cell opposite to mine. As hreaten

Hameeda started answering his questions, I was directed to " fl ened me all the time. The
iyes when I sat. Sifw water level touched
7 . S1fwat ordered me not to move an inch

go out. The moment I went out, I fell unconsgious. One F: movement N
Abdul Mabood applied some drug which T sniffed. This was = ent would entail fu .
effective in overcoming my unconsciousness. I was forced to 8 Q%‘der says that I shoull;itl,l:er gumSh ent, for
walk followed by a host of guards waving whips. If 1 fell d times. .The scene was so dfeadfu(l)%ge daily one
down on the ground I was flogged. Thus1 covered the way. 4 ‘get th? pain arising out of wounds th managed
It was difficult for me to ascertain whether they had any ped me, it was impossible to bear it wa d Allah not
human virtue. Someone told Sifwat to admit me to the cell In whipping me and told that I V\;oulti bat was busy as
number 5 while another directed him to take me to water. I was asleep. He added further, "W e beaten even
was thrown into a cell and a nurse attended to my wounds plight movement would result in mor y wg‘l watch you.
When the door opened Sifwat asked me to undress an d not take any support. Huzaibi o: ;u erings. You
jump over an iron wall. The idea was horrible. Gathering oing to do you any good. It is Nasser’ hy ‘l’d Qutub are
all my strength I told: Sifwat that 1 will never undres bo Allah will be of no avail. Howes ell. Even your
myself. Sifwat full of pride, tore the sheet, He asked to pt! er will be readily granted. You shoulger + 8 request to
off the trousers as well. Though I told him not to comp¢ }f equest him on your behalf. You h get the point. I
his directives. Why h ' ave just to comply
‘ y nave you been harn‘ung yourself?
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Is it for the sake of Ikhwans who have saved themselves by
holding you guilty."

1 kept mum and that fool could not get anything. He
continued telling that for saving my Jife 1 should do-some-
thing. He would take me to the Pasha and tell him details
of Nasser’s assasination plan prépared by Huzaibi and Syed

Qutub. Finally I burst: "All Tkhwins are innocent. Allah
will certainly punish you soon. We are not interested in
this world but in Allah’s Pleasure and prepared to face
whatever is there. He heaped on me abuses for half an

hour. It was, ofcourse, impossible for me not to make even

the slightest movement a3 asked by Sifwat. This mode of
punishment was no less horible than that of flogging. Any

movement could drown me in water. 1 just turned to Allah.

Since the guards were asleep, 1 offered Fajr prayers. In the
middle of prayers the door was opened and 1 was flogged. 1
had, therefore to sit. Asl dozed, water touched my eyes.

Through out the night Sambo exercised his whip.

Crime

peating me. The guard was ordered by him to punish me.

the oath to the extent possible. Since I am too
helpless, 1 request you to ward off all evils from me an

prayed to Allah thus: "T am your servant and committed t0
weak and

help me against the tyrants." The guard’s voice broke my

attention. He was calling out my narie with affection.

was unbelievable but 1 found the light of humanity spar’
kling on his face. He promised of doing me all favours €V ep

if it entailed death penalty to him. I told him that Alla
will guide and reward him. Sudenly the door was ajar aP

Sifwat started beating the guard threatening him ©
He allowed hil®

presenting befordéthe court martial.
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" Next morning I was ghifted to another cell. I'sat beside
the wall which was a little comfortable. My whole body was
aching and writhing. 1 was crying in pain. Along with 2
plack guard Sifwat entered and made some rehersal for

In.the Company of Shams Badran

her hour and asked him to
: ; o ah i ishi
. :181 ‘;lgvf;z inallktiinsgve his li%e. 'Ig?: ;ﬁ?dp:ﬁtg?ime
AL thisg Dall the time invocations to Allahlmi
) A o thie | awah of Yours we are Soldier .
T o ol o £ 'my from all humiliation. En lfland
S &l tort r};es. I thought the guard’ dict:t i by
g praiohac li east but he asked me politel s
DeIE punishe . answ.ered that we call other ty o
onty. Ac o vlvnase:};za\bhshing an Islamic goverjmg All%h
roqsted Ly £ ime for Zuhr prayers I offered fllll -
o cued N e g’uard to pray for him which I did
o B e asser’s government. When I asked l(ai'ld.
r e offeres prayers e told that he did not do for
il hel him I?I X ut I told him to say prayers, f o
bang at th(; b lPromlsed to follow my advice= ;{1 -
st R and another person announ. d the
o0 Torodiously ik pounced on the guard and \:l(: o
other guard tookalt'i'the poor guard fel unconslpped
o ard took b Im away. I was sorry to witne CIOI;IS-
‘guided o honest 56:1831;1 oHowever. it was gooist;lai
{ ; re i
Nonetheless it was too painfhl?bfty:vistggwdggf rf(':al
e ior

in the Same Cell

the sun set the Jai
ailer inch d ane
o charge entered
- ast}i:et;oal:l:;ngry a_nd thirsty. Irftlf:d toz on
0 in black sk i ::Lew in a dream host of perc:or;
e e i1k who re dining a sumptuous meal i
ous pangs. febee some food out of it. Wh T ot
¢ irst or hunger. Ith ; S oo
o h ; thanked Allah for
mi :::3 t:si :&g}l:t I had to stay in the cell S;'ﬁv
T v sk Ivulge eve hi
e insisted on me to disclos;y:velx{l}? pi)lilgt?lms
) ow
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] . ; and Huzaibi the dégaSina-

in contrivance with Syeghglzz‘(libout and when they ld 11;1831&1
i ill Nasser. 1repled tha

Fattah Ismail to ki on hearing this he

to ask Abdul
rr?(:et;h'ing of the sort ever took place.

.d went out.
abuschl’tlex;e:: (ilour Sifwat returned, who took me out of

: sning the one of water
d me to a cell adjoining > of W
wage:hzzdhiext:zlt‘::med. I shuddered at the events 1311;11;3 gllg
anu and I turned wholeheartedly and deveu_tly tgri h and
;iayed to Him to keep me away from their inf gu
frau%ifwat. returned with an officer in uniform whose :at;xlli
Ibrakim. He told me that thg officer would havei1 Lok
wgtsh me ) The officer directed Sifwat to go awayta;;hink e
wclld ssi;xg me he said, "Is not it better for you to hink o
?foui‘eown benefits and work accordinglyi( T}:{hl;a;‘r:t e
. ) o
of Whom they might be afraid. Do you kn e of the
an:ll He has been shot dead. They have bete_an f:?ér::{)i 2
i ?r)o{lp of bandits for you. Whatever they ask (; 1 ty(;_mm  bes
i 8
lv with it and thus save your :
t?;t(t:ge(;ongaz,an Huzaibi, Syed Qutub axuld ?diliiﬁahf::el
iesponsi-ble themselves for their faults. 1 kep s

was tired of such methods of bargaining and intimidation

ici e was something worse 1o

e for w';;f;p:gczgtlt&? to Sifwat ip a m@ner ?;s 11(§

' _StOl‘e fordll'neieza.s.ed with his failure in negothtlons. He doin
b b0 d sp'th me whatever pleased him. Sifwat bayge ;

aying th WlNas’ser has called in some devils who will pr );
Sy e sa . "How long would you avoid therr}? Time 1

. ing moment is-nearing you t(;
doors. After Asr prayers I wa

‘I spent the night. On the

i he water cell where'l spen ; "

?‘hlft:}?;: tinet-he noon Sifwat took me out of water arég It)he

e i to Znother cell. After Asr I was taken agamchaSht
Iv?:tel? cell where 1 was put up till the fifth day

death." fhen he closed the
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er. - Thus daily I was moved out from one cell to
her besides being put to many hardships.

‘Beast was Defeated in My cell
There was not a single part. of my body which was free
‘pain or injury. So was there not a single part of my
t which was not tormented and filled with despondency
anguish. Are all the hardships in the prison actuated
an? Are they human beings endowed with faculties of
t, speech, hearing and movement, and limbs? Nay, they
ique creatures moulded in an extraordinary fashion.
moved out from one cell to another where I was
ed with whips by Sifwat. He hit me like a mad person
told that the treatment meted out to me would be
than the one done to a dog. And after saying this he
it away. A few moments later Hamza Bisuani and Sifwat
fred with two armymen.
ile abusing profusely, Hamza told that Huzdibi,
‘Qutub and Abdul Fattah Ismail all had confessed their
es. It was Huzaibi who told that he had directed ypu to
bdul Fattah that it was lawful to kill Nasser, for He is a
liever. With eyes: glittering with rage he said, "You
well how I can make you confess everything! Would
ell or not?" : ,
Turning to Sifwat he asked him to give further direc-
and while pointing to the armymen he said that the
t ones be sent to the office. Sifwat complied with the
The directions he gave to the armymen were down-
immoral and obscene. He ordered one of the armymen
ead in accordance with the directions. - Addressing
as a son of bitch he told to call in another soldier when
nished his job and then he left. :
fcAs the soldier approached me I cried out, "Beware, if
ove a step further I would Kill you, kill you certainly.
follow?" But the soldier continued moving forward.
nat I recollect is that my hands gripped his neck and
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Days From My Life

while reciting "Bismillah’ and "Allah-O-Akbar” 1 thrust um” I offered o
with full force my teeth into his neck. Suddenly he slipped e rememb © pr?y ers and after finishing I kept busy
out of my hands and some white foam was coming out of his rance of Allah till it was Asr time and I said
mouth. The beast was lying lifeless at my feet. And I being . ) '
helpless and croaning With pain was waiting for being ﬁ; ;hfht:nsl:m&fwat g?tered while the rats had returned
whipped, for I had prevailed over the beast. At that mo- He looked aﬁventl gtor. Only one or two rats were
ment Allah had infused into me some unique energy, rise in his e esa;ggn t}l;e cell with expression of great
though I was so weak. The encounter was tough yet the while abusirz, he 1 fzn is face. He looked sore over it
truth prevailed. It symbolished the victory of the truth and water cell Og }f. eft the room. He put me again into
served as a model for the sincere persons. Be all praise  officer who tr'n d 25 return he was accompanied by Riaz,
unto Allah. The rebels are demoralised whereas the in- - or gal;isation 1€ Odconv}nf:e me. He said that the Ikh-
~ heritors of the Prophet Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam are kd changing the aimed at killing Nasser, capturning power
armed with the Power of Faith if they are in the prison. It used to assem%(lwqmm; nt. Ireplied that it was a big lie.
is all due to the steadfastness of Believers. ion in the Qur az Jus:;; Sor t}'{e sake of training new gen-
O Allah! How Merciful and kind You are. You are the and strive for tﬁ’,‘ unngh so that they might follow
Lord of us and of all. They are the ones who transgress the his point he thre te esdtabhshmfent, of the Islamic state.
limits set by Allah and fight against it. However, the Vic- d on my vie a 1e;neHme of dire consequences, if Iin-
tory is always for the Righteous. ected to a m (::’Z c;:n bl e told me also that I would be -’
The doors of the cell opened and the head of agent or for full eight d ornTe treatment. Ihad to stay inside
Hamza Bisuani alongwith Sifwat and other soldiers entered. bwn owing to g i ay S(i hen I was at the point of a break-
They looked at the beast whose mouth was full of foam. kdly. It was ai¥ n and exhaustion. My health had failed
The scene cast a spell on them. Speechless they stood and or in ‘uniforrir mge days that Sifwat turned up with an
with surprising looks they saw me. They took away the dead ening me anctlm _gotzk me out of water. Riaz started
body and put me into the watercell. ve. Y said, "This is the last chance for you to
. You should either confess or be ready for death
X rLJord has no doubt hell but the hell of Nasser is here.
ed in the water cell. On the L::;e”r s heaven real and not imaginary as promised by
t prayer time I was taken to ) > ;
e at the point of bireak- , . e '
down in view of the future happenings. Many kinds of tor- b rf:lf {osll::; gy 1:a?dJommg cell and retur ned. I prayed
ture were inflicted on me. I left everything to Allah and sat ten SOldiexl'an\:gth e from their evil. As I was busy pray-
down with my back to the wall. I noticed some movement d by Hamza Bi an officer entered and they were fol-
and when I looked I found a:long chain of rats descending ders about nisu%lll and Sifwat. Sifwat asked Bisuani of
down the ventilator as if they were thrown inside from a dlike to drinkeWh en Bisuani asked soldiers what they
bag. 1started shivering and grew afraid. I continued recit- ave tea. Bis - ben they replied that they would like
ing prayers as long as it was time for Zuhar prayers, with o for wi uani abused them and asked Sifwat to ar-
or wine and other intoxicants for'the soldiers so that

From the Rats to Water
For full five days I remain
sixth day in the noon at Chash
~ the adjoining cell. ‘My nerves wer
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they might do to me whatever pleased them. The soldiers
were given full permission to do anything. Then they
locked the cell and went out.

Riaz entered as if he was full of surprise yet proud and
said, "You want to be chaste. Qoldiers trained for you are in

~ the hostels. They would feast on your flesh tommorrow.

They. have been provided with injuctions so that they might
perform well the duties assigned to them. This is the very
order of Nasser. He would not spare you in any case. We
are tried of convincing you. Despite our repeated attempts,
you have not changed your stand point. You wish to remain
chaste. Tell me. O, Sifwat! Where is your rod?" - Sifwat
started thrashing me as he was incited by Riaz to go ahead.
Riaz resumed thus: "O Lady! You want your tomb to be
erected in the mosque after thirty years of your death in
recognition of your miracles inside the prison. But you are
here and even Satan does not know of the treatment meted
out to you"

Despite anguish and suffering I laughed at him in order
to mock at his pride and ignorance. 1 said, "Had your state-
ment been true, Allah would not have saved us from your
evils and not endowed us with the faculty of endurance. So
would He not have also dominated over Nasser’s hell.. We
are in quest of the Truth. We want Allah’s Will and He
would certainly make us victorious and deal a deadly blow
to our enemies who are there to cut into pieces our flesh.
Sifwat, standing at a distance, was called out by Riaz and
said that I was delivering a speech. Sifwat and Riaz both
resorted to whipping me. Then they spared me for the or-
deal for the next day. As usual I was put inside water and
the cell was locked. Allah knows best how sad and restless I
felf. My whole body was almost exploding with pain. Oh
my country! Have the things come to such a pass that
there is no regard for laws and power is SO badly abused. As
my attention turned to the state of affairs in the country, I
felt very sad. Not only I but so many others had been suf-
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ng. The whole country was reduced to a mili
: ovgll; by Hamza Bisuani, Sifwat, Riaz and é:;rey bﬁﬁ?

Parsty Shams _Badran who formed a caucus holding the
| intry in their clutches. 1 initially felt pity about m

) ry. .So.on, I: however, realised that the country woulﬁ

remain in this state for long, as we had been upholdin
othelsm. Consequent on our extinction others woulg
lace us gnd the earth will be illumined with Allah’s glo
man w1_ll breathe quietly in servitude to Allah aloneg v

;anater to the Attorney
eg indulgence for repetition. How. is i
8 : . ever, th -
1::1ble, for I wish to presept all details. The con:isitlifnllJl I(:f
s w'lialsl to(;). bad.. Oppression, arrest and killings loomed
,gl; The 1al?ohcal f01_'ces were ascendant and everyone
g iitl%lextpl;:]lmd' It included persons of all classes, be
: ectual, men of letters, militar iviliz
‘ TS, M y men or civilians.
t(})lld an(;i the young, the male and the female and ths:a
e ! ); arll the sick all were victimised. Everyone was sub-
ed to ashe.s, hanging and other forms of torture. All
to suffer alike. o | .
On the ninth day I wa
: y I was taken out'\of water.” Sifwat
. tol
at;so sgli)p;% thg l1;av:iyefr, f((in' I had been already punish:d a(;lg
‘supposed to defen myself. Whila givin '
said that he knew my intentio et
_ ' Inten m. As he dragged m
%% ;um Pt’io provide me with clothes sq that %gmighteczgéf'
andy. e Fhought it an opportune rhoment for bargain-
6 o0 proguseq t':o bring me a sheet; if I gave in writing
4 Ot:asamh _ uzaibi and_ Sye'd‘Qvutubwere in collusion with
P er in the assassination plet of Nasser in the captur-
of p:;{ver. When I refused to do so, he asked me to go
a'S nal ed. He added further, 1 #ish to see how your Is-
dli tigzlf}glto hf.lpdyw., Let Ikhwans also see you in this
" I replied, "Verily Allah. is the best t. k
e out faults" T was shifted from the pisoner’s cam e
; ult , the prisoner’s cam
AC ther building and was put in a room where I found a getr(3
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son sitting near the table. :The man was Jalal al-Deeb. He
glanced and pointing towards me he asked me to sit down.
As I sat in front of him, he started his conversation thus.
"So you are Zainab al Ghazali, the famous Islamic leader.
Why have you opted for this standpoint? Are you happy
with your lot? Being a Muslim I am your well-wisher and
intend to save you. Myself is Fakharuddin, a lawyer. It is
somewhat unthinkable that Zainab al Ghazali is seated
before me in this condition. I do believe you would co-
operate with me so that I might help you out.” I replied, ‘1
would say only that which may please Allah, for this is our
goal." This irked him and he asked me of age. I told him
that I was borne on January 2, 1917, My reply amazed him,
for he thought [ was more than ninty years old. To this I
replied, "We will get only that which Allah has ordained for
us. He, alone, is our Friend and Believers depend only on
Him." He said, "It appears you have some difficulty in
talking." As I told that we had agreed on the point of train-
ing Muslim youth along Islamic lines and of the education
based on the Book and Sunnah. This had been done with a
view to saving society from the total ruin. He cut me short
and said. No, no, I am not interested in a speech. I just
want clarification. Huzaibi asked you to convey something
to Abdul Fattah and something to Syed Qutub. What was
it? I hope the question is quite obvious." To this I replied,
"I sought Huzaibi’s perrnission to study Mahalli of Tbn
Hazam, books on Tawheed by Abdul Wahab and Ibn Taiy-
mia and writings of Syed Qutub. I wanted them to read in
the meetings of youth and. Abdul Fattah was in the
audience." Smiling at me he said, O Zainab! It is not the
real point. My question is very obvious. It is now up to you
to save yourself and tell the trutk." Iresumed thus, "Our
aim has been to train & new generation and the reconstruc-
tion of the Muslim Ummah." He told that I was in tight cor-
ners, for others had made the confession. I told, "Allah
would defend them and as well so that we might not be
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\‘,}ped by evil." At this point he was-on the verge of losing
aper and smd tpat he was least interested in my oratory
ad been a victim of self-deception -and owing to it the.
te could_ not make any compromise with me. Though I
8 dead tired and unable to speak coherently, I continued
s, for I was oppressed, "Had the Ministry of Justice been
; scuintlous." I was interrupted by him and he said, "Shut
!' I\:)W your butt of attack is the Egyptian mini,stry of
tice. He qalled in Sifwat and. told that there was no
nt in pursuing me. I was held guilty of the contempt of
urt. .Slfwat pulled me savagely and asked the attorney of
iy prison pl'ace. Prompt came the reply from him, "Take
Ber to water. " I was thus once again at the mercy of éiﬁavat’s
ping and torture in the form of water. He had been in-
ed by Sgtan in his develish deeds. So had he gone astra
order to'attain proximity to his superiors. d

: ?)d and Whipping
On the tenth day after Asr prayers th
Fater cell were opened. Siﬁvat,\rf:em)c,)ving n(:edf(;(())rnsl :):atil:
ded over me to two agents to\take me to the prison’
3. They qumped me in a cell where I lay like a lifeless
son groaning under the pain of injuries. My body was
, llgn as a fo.otball and I thought my heart had ceased
c}t;i;)ar;ng. I did not have the strength even to weep or cry.
o my:;l}g controls everything in’ the universe I sub-
. I do not kpow how long I remained in this condition
en some noise was heard outside. Dragging myself witﬂ
ch difficulty I went to the door and peeped through the
rhole. Isaw a number of Tkhwan standing in a row. The
had a bowl in their hands and they took it to the ar.
1 an who put someth.ing into it to drink and whipped as
. A number of soldiers were deputed to flog Ikhwans
us every Ikhwgp was coerced to be flogged for takiné
d. One of military agents noticed me watching. He
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therefore rushed into my cell like a wild animal a.qd started
kicking me with his boots. Then he reso_rted to hitting me
with hunters. I collapsed and lay unconscicus on the _ﬂoor.
The cursed Sifwat and his colleague trleq to bnngTrEe
to senses. He had some pulse of black {:;)loug in :h;;o;.ai T Oef
stinking. I was told to t':ake it under :
E:rlls:vlzgss Sifwat directed his assistant t: &ums:hhlzliv va}l;
. ) - - - . ) lg
hips, if I refused to take it. I spent the m /
‘t::s ‘;'{ullpof agony. My whole body was aching “'qt;;h pain. I
spent the night in extreme uneasiness and anguis .

Hosaltwaflis the eleventh day when Sifwat opened tl}e (.loo:
with the announcement, "Dr. Maji.d, please come 1n:§1iz.d
Dr. Majid, dressed in military uniform was z:iccorlr\lf ried
with the miltary compounen e aweling was als
were bleeding profusely with pus. 1

' i ounder was directed by the doctor
‘t’s rvzagﬁlrrﬁ‘;l{njzﬁzsc:ﬁptake myself to hpspital where I was
shifted under the supervision of two soldiers.

he Company of Shams ‘
" tstt forlt; day I was in the hospital. In the hospital, too,

been chang-
iected to torture. Only the .place hgd 1 cha
:;/ aglzrl)i]ii:nked Allah, for I was in hospital which was,
: , comparatively comfortable.
anyv;av)\’ri:}(:edpto be in hospital for long so that my woun(;ii
. might heal. But ah! The agents shattgred my dreams an .
* was once again faced with bitter realities. The agents tl.oo I
me to the office of Shams Badran. With much difficu t)tr !
dragged my body. I was unable to keep thedbaltanc; l}),:ck
hips moved at my- .
was forced to move on, for tl}e wh A st my back
oment I paused, the whl.ps hit me. coul
E}ilee(;;lstance between the hospital and Shams’s office. hI feg
down and was dragged by soldiers and thus I reached the o

fice.
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» As the dreadful tyrant Shams looked at me, he called
j Sifwat and started behaving in a queer manner. He
ked enraged and horrible. His eyes were motionless and
looked like an owl. He moved towards me and directed
wat to hang me and treat with five hundred lashes. It was
nply bestial. Shams alone was responsible for this torture.
i I was now ready to face Sifwat who complied readily
th the directive of his master and started lashing me. In
il he had to flog me five hundred times. I called out the
flame of Allah. On hearing it he asked, "Where is Allah
fhom you are calling? He would have helped you, if He had
n around. You should better seek Nasser’s help who
uld readily help you." He continued uttering downright
rsphemous remarks which a Believer cannot dare repro-
jce. After being flogged I was made to stand. The blood
pwed from feet. Yet Shams Badran asked me to suffer fur-
per, as if it were the cure for my injuries.
After a short while I tried to sit heside the wall but Sif-
ot dragged me so violently that I collapsed. At that move-
fent the beast of the prision house, Hamza entered and
pid, She is just pretending.” I fell unconscious. When 1
overed, I found a doctor attendi g to me. He directed
jem to offer me orange juice. Shams Badran asked me not
b persist further. He said, "Do as we tell you. Otherwise we
ld hang you as many as hundred times. You should not
pink that we are helpless. We are just giving you a chance.
body can stop us from burying you alive. replied, "Allah
s whatever He wills so that He might be pleased with
" Angrily he said, "don’t talk to me in this style and
ner." Hasan Khalil also tried to dissuade me thus, "O
Use your reason. No Ikhwan would be of any help to
, for everyone of them is in misery seeking his own
age." While taking out the pen and paper he resumed,
pifwat! Take her to hospital and grant her freedom to waite -
on Ikhwans. Let her tell how she was acquainted with
m. How did they reach the consensus to. assassinate
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Nasser? On my way to the hospital 1 was directed to con-
tinue moving as is done to the child who is in the stage of
- learning to walk. Throughout my way he continued flogging
me by saying that it in lay the cure for my feet injuries. Al-
lah knows best how I covered the distance in reaching the
hospital. Sifwat gave me the pen and paper saying, "O young
Ikhwani! You know well our intention. There is no need for
any philosophical discussion. Just write how you drew the
assassination plan of Nasser." Then he left the room.
I did not have the strength even to hold the pen, for my
hands were swollen. The day passed but I could not write
anything. When Sifwat looked at the blank paper, he al-
lowed me to take one more day. Though full of agony I com-
menced writing. On the third day Hamza Bisuani collected
these paper. 1 passed the whole day miserably. Whenever 1
ever awoke, the pain in the feet tormented me. So did my
bones ache while I fell asleep. Sifwat took me to Shams
Badran’s office and I had to go there on foot escorted by two
soldiers. As I entered Shams’s office, he looked at me
angrily. Tearing my papers he said, "O lady! Have the
punishments been not sufficient? What trash have you
written. Hamza, flog her again." Hamza and Khalil said that
it would be better to throw me pefore dogs. Shams Badran
ordered for bringing dogs. In no time Sifwat and Najam
maraged to gather two trained huge dogs. I had faced them
earlier. Shams directed the dogs to attack me. As they made
the attack, I prayed to Allah. Both the dogs continued
biting me and Shams showered on me abuses. He told me to
write in detail about our plan to assassinate Nasser.
Another dog also arrived on the scene. Thus three dogs
were inflicting all sorts of injuries on me. On realising that
the dogs would do no good; Shams ordered Sifwat to take
them away and resume whipping. However, the doctor ad-

vised the whipping to be postponed, for my condition was
Shamas then asked

Hamza to take me to the Room No.24. He was interested in

too poor to withstand this torture.
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,orrxrlle ::a;(i. IIt “lrlasdfor the first time that I'was‘taken to
om | of‘ th'e ri uddered as I entered the room, for in
\wro of the om flames were rising high. On all the
orners Whil:rs }w:.rer? posted with rods in their hands
of the a,p hile ;v dlppmg me, asked me to enter the fire
e lashgs ;‘ ed it another would obstruct and greet

L pashe .e ntor (fi'gll two_ hours it continued. Then
o isuant ere and. directed me to admit that we
asser otherwise he threatened to throw me

I just remained full of patience. Nonethéless, it was

nenting that ; ipus and '
’ g that I fell unconsc1gus gnd~re‘covered only in

ated i asked |
ted (;1111 3 cl:rlllatllr1 .}md was aske/ to put a cigarettee into
Povih and in 1s pose I was to be snapped.’ T flatl
ot cigal:ett e{l put pistols at my back to coerce rnZ
o s garet e. h‘owev_er, I did not at all relent. T'told
Lbo do what er they wished to, but smoking pose was
aph'"'N’e ):atydco‘nltented themselves with a usual
aph. Next tag Twas asked to read out some anti-
material o e T.V. I'told them that if I got chance
elevision lp;rc;gra‘:lmmel would publicly state that
 Deing a 1sf eliever, is deadly opposed to Islam and
ovans, the f‘re are oppose him. Nasser has branded the
nw oo go,\éerr_xment ‘humiliating, backward and
fiionery. He ! as 1:ortjowed freely from red communism
m and thatsys_ em based on materialism. It is for
V advfhreaten::ie Slgye bfeen:waging war against him
4 eyv el again with pistols. I replied that jli'§t.
» thes woe; y );.e.sterda).' in coercing me to t,élge
Ty would ail also in making me say anvthing
LN t}i n the presence of media men I refuse tc
e the inheritors of the Message and the B;mk(:
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On hearing it they resorted again to whipping me. I was
sentbacktqtpewaxd., e E—
Room No.32 -
Often did I wonder why the
keen about my confession while
me and fre ned certain charges against me. If they have
evidence, why they.insist on me to give in writing that we
intended to assassinate Nasser. It is so, owing to the reason,
that they have no proof. Do they intend to uproot the forces
chan;piogj‘,ng\lslam? As 1 reached Shams’s office he was
aghast at seeing me alive. for he had asked Hamza to kill
me. Hamza entreated him to spare me and give another
chance, 1 was again asked to write but I told them except
the truth I would not write anything. 1 was not afraid of
their killing me, for I would attain Martyrdom. Hasan
Khalil told that he would not allow me to be a martyr. 1
replied, "It is Allah who: ordains th Martyrdom of His
eatures.” This infuriated Shams who asked Sifwat to hang
»d times. 1 was then whipped,

prison authorities were 8o
they had already arrested

cr
and flog _ , : t
though I was already woynded badly. I was then dumped in
the cell. After sometime I was again taken to Shams’ office
who seated me on a chair nd said, "You might think us
stone-hearted. But we are indeed moved by your plight, My
father teaches at al-Azhar.” I looked at him contemptuously
and now he was in his true colours. He ordered Hamza to
take me to the room No32 where 1 found two wooden
planks and iron rings. I was made to stand on a chair and to
hold the ring. As I did so, the chair was removed and thus I
was suspended in the air. For ten minutes I could afford
standing in this posifion. The moment I collapsed on the

floor they started flogging me. I was again put in the same
‘posture and then subjected to flogging. It continued for
three hours. ' T
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raltation of Faith and the Humiliati
_ ;“m:gtﬂln presented at Shams Badran’s office wh
ed m mn occupy a chair. Jalal and Hasan Khahl ro
> o to :r}*lte n accordance with their darecmves,p:m-'
‘ teouldanythin lmmab ense good. I told them that I would not
b Mg out the matters which I did not kn
§ o they knew the truth. ° ™
tin‘g tmzljd to read out the ﬁtlhes, particularly tl’ie; one
ﬁ._t the extraots from Ik ’é stabemenen as:.{ e‘Iinh(t:fl toﬁ;zad
Ikhwan’s st: : mp
e statement of Al Usmacvi

ith the l(:;rds‘:;r he read out t
o e?éjzyzd n:::sk pa(xilwky Wh ! he finished it, Shams feel-
verjoyed acl ed my opinion about these statements. I
tha~a131'1<::11:t?:(1 and libelling." Shams Badran id
,meansat_i@sn | Nt(;ioelil;hi‘;:zé ha ¢ founded the Tkbw, ansa;‘ri.’
: No is & quite evident fro '
‘ zi ;l;‘afzr_zlnent,that you/laid the fzfxlnd;:tti;oioﬁ ftl?i;
isation. . egii;hgn asked Jalal te reproduce Huzaibi’s
o to o ah -251 e paused for a few maoments and asked
i ﬂ;:ﬁ 6'iirl.t:h; Abdul Fattah Ismail's statement. He
rited my opi n ;n his statement. Jalal moved from ane
- : ge'd, S - and can.ft:nmd reading them out. As hey
pte. He mput measma ’ or my comments on those state-
ik ol me. _%'ue&txon, . "Would yeu now write what
b youto te?" When I teld that those statements
- r;, ﬁelgoked down upon me and asked what was
4 truthg.‘ Inso f; led tt}l::a;t Ali Ysmavi’s statement was totall
2 they ai'eCa& e statements. of other Ikhwans are a}t,
e, they are bham pions of the Truth henge none of such
s asked Si e attributed to them. On hearing m repls
B oke thifwmt&s torvhang me and called in Ali gsmiv{ |
did not at all aoe. Ali Usmavi was dressed immaculately
Roked ot h1m mear to have undergone any torment. AZ:; "
e neadlly that iommedﬁ his appearance te our. lc;c I
b jwey  to e has been a traitor and that he h'as
e oppressors and tyrants in betraying
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Ikhwans.  He is now oné of those who are devoid of any
morality or goodness and thus he is one of the-accomplices
of Jamal Abdul Nasser. Shams Badran told him, "O Ali!
~ What transpired when you went last to Zainab al-Ghazali?"
Usmavi replied, "She gave me one thousand Jinaih to be
taken to Ghada Ammara and they were to reach finally
Huzaibi or Qutub. I was told to contact Ghada and Hameeda
in the event of arrest or shortage of money, for the two
ladies managed money matters." Shams Badran asked me,
" Zainab! How much was the amount? Why were you 80
fearless? The lkhwans from Sudan and Saudi Arabia had
sent the donation of 4,000 Jinaih for assisting the families
of prisoners. They were meant’ also for expenses on-educa-
tion and house rent of such families. We spent the sum of
1,000 Jihaih out of this furd on these ‘heads on the last 1dd.
The one standing before you was given 1,000 J inaih for the
expenses of Abdul Fattah-Ismail's family." Shams Badran
again asked Ali, "What did you ‘take thélast time at Zainab
al-Ghazali’s house? Usmavi replied, "I was served with rice
along with liver. With this reply the interview with Usmavi
left the room eliciting special favours from
_ Shams asked Hamza to present Abdul Fat-
- Bi .. Abdul Fattah
Ismail’s face was beaming with the radiance of the Believer
and which suited well a truthful person. He was dressed in
prison rags. Though the marks of torture meted out to this
fighter in'the Cause of the Truth and Monin were quite evi-
dent. He greeted me with Salam to which I responded.

Shams asked Abdul Fattah

dul Fattah’s honest reply
norant persons. He told, "She is a sister to me

of Allah.- We had

The natural outcome of this training programme could be
¢ the Jahiliyya government by the Islamic
sternly thus

the replacement o

govemm'ent." Shams Badran interrupted him
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about his business with me. Ab-
came as a great shock to these 1g-
in the causeé

been cooperating with each other in the
youth training programme based on the Quran and Sunyah-
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you delivering a speech? You are no m
. ech? ore i
a ﬂﬂnf;tl 1(e) ﬂ:s \n ot}'l so and so! Get out! Be 2?#{25;111:3
ot b oot nl s:l de manner he had entered. While
Aol Pk me Salam to which I responded
o D boerent. ulger abusgs burst out from shams
ans sublin:ljt wever, felt relieved on witnessing the
gr of sublimit t¥’ %reatness and nobility as depicted in
vo oy greatnl’ ude. I thanked Allah for his show of
go and g Anz;s. There are such persons glso created
bling t};l Al protect them for His Dawah. Not-
standing the reason and betrayal of Ali Usmavi there
st embodim tgnts of patience, bearers of the truth and
e by b anllrsmg:e real’lty. .This train of thought was
tec Oy Shamms gdyang cries who was telling, "Take
the lac a);an Khafmg her back with the desired
jont. Hasan B il gave the pen and paper and I was
fothe b t(p;l wé_g‘hough I had the pen and paper I was
o what to w (11 e. They wanted me to write such
o] wrhich. wa ‘1sapproveq by Allah and contrary to
coometn Wit}x:nned to rwrlte nothing of that sort. I
S CPoperate i only those who were on the Path of Al
P o :pAlela;.h Sallgllahu Alaihi Wasallam There is
0 oxcept. Al and Muhammad Sallallahu Alaihi
ord! Grant us csfles?sgtiicy :n‘g,(r)::l;li( pl‘adeim ety
o e us die in th
e sz;i II)&:;;ni'xs. T}:le. gods of the day may thriveetsétg;;
e Last ordained. Soon would the tyrant know
T::{ar;e)& (:ay Hanza Bisuani, Riaz and Sifwat came and
el inabp?'?er.' After an hour they returned and -
to iy inal ili 3' to walk they took me to Shams’s office
icle. I V(‘),unte Shams tearing my writing and throw-
ke the. ?s paper basket. He was saying, "These
ur paper . I'would draw blood from your body to forc
e in accordance with our wishes." After beir(;z
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subjected to abuses and whipping I was taken back to
hospital. '

ul Ordered ney Execution _
Abd;'ﬂwljsas;neger medical treatment for a few days u: ?ﬁe
hospital, for I was on the verge egf tdethﬂ: (?fi{::ed:ty ; | :
time of the sunset I was caiml o ! ﬁ?m:@lwml
| \ d to enter the o .
Badran. I was not, however, allowe _ e office. |
lectric machine wnic
was told to turn my face towards an elect T e b6
itting hot air. Throughout the nig .
:t!;(elmg';cinggthe cursed machine. The ;ext m.ormdngni; w}?:
. . o |
back to hospital. As Dr. Majeed examin :
?511{(2?1 Abdul Mabood whether 1 l\zva; tgkeli‘v (en(it nt;l;es(}::z
i ale. Abdul Mabood servec
Il:i'i};z‘l’ atx?; jillri)(;?:r Ik)lalf an hour and told that it was done
in accordance with the directions of the doctor. rane.
At dusk I was taken out of the hosplt,a,l anﬁq wasHamza
ferred to the room adjoi:ling 31132:@31‘331 ?s;é :f;:g amoné
Sifwat and Riaz entered and 5 . amore
the third one stayed back.
themselves. Two of them left bpt . ik,
: ff his clothes. He yelle
All of a sudden he started tearing o "
ic & d that my refusal wou
that 1 was a frenetic and threatene e
i - toc he asked me about
result in my death today. Then d e e o
bouts of Awad, Rafat, and Ismfu al ‘ -
:c?::;ih(;t everyday ten Tkhwans werz killed in the prison.
To this I said that those killed

said that if hounds, i.'u"e,
make any difference 1n my context,
by Pasha,
asked
wills."
ner you like? Do you want us
wishes of persons such as Huzaibi, Syed
Al-Banna? You all are
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are indeed the Mar(tlsyﬁs
1 ise. This unnerved him further‘g«n e
whose sbode is Pamed water and whipping had failed : to
I would be slaughter;ld
. s ¢ He
who had alread obtained Nasser’'s consen
m (;wf n(;y‘phn. 1 reglied, *Allah alone dogs what He_
Hg foolishly said, "Do you want us to ac.t. in l}he man
‘ 1 to desert Russia that mtl}?z
' Do xpect us to comply with
over half of the world? Do you expec O i Hasas
mad persons. We are not like you-
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me the answers." I replied, "They are the ones who, on
told that there is no god save Allah, proudly say how
d they denounce their gods for fear of a crazy poet.
ir gods were indeed idols and those in power used to
ard the interests of these idols. They are the ones
- charged tke Prophet Muhammad Sallallahu Alaihi
allam with madness. History is repeating itself today.
brand those inviting others to Allah as mad person. You
deed under the sway of diabolical forces and are fol-
ng the path of evil. For money you are degrading your-
. Do you wish to incur Allah’s wrath by humiliating
servants?"
My reply infuriated him, as he burst out, "Do you in-
d to take us to the path of stagnation and
wardness?" It was then that the door opened and ar-
nen barged in like a herd of beasts. They tortured me
lashes while Riaz enjoyed it and said, "By God, I am
to you, O Zainab! I, kowever,am concerned for you" I
reciting prayers. I said, "What do you mean by your
dness and concern? Do you fear me? You are absolutely
t. Your only interest is in my confession. Nonetheless,
B your allegations, lies, implicating me in crimes and at-
uting so many false things to me have all been exposed."
again enraged Riaz who said, "How do you manage to
Brvive? You are not all applying reason. Doctors are also of
je view that you would die, if you are not fed." Then
jmza and Sifwat entered and they asked Riaz, "How is
progress? We believe you have made her see reason” I
looked down on Hamza and asked him what he meant
eing crazy. Hamza just stared at me and while turning
ifwat he told him to take me to Pasha’s office.

asha’s Office : ‘

j: Shams seated me said, "I think there is no point in hos-
ity between us. You write what we desire.” I asked, "Do
iu want me to write that we intended to kill Nasser? This
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s iust impossible. We used to gather, as directed by the
1Qsli;1:; l;rig Hadith, so that we might tell .mass.isﬂ l}ow to
obey Allah instead of bowing down b(ffore diaboli (;)rc%s.
We wished masses to establish Allah’s Deen and to dec1 i
matters of consequence in the light of the Book. W? (; no
disobey Allah. Our effort had been to follow Allah s direc-
tives as far as possible. In the event of any shortcoming ox;
our part, we used to repent. We @0 believe that the presen
government 18 ignorant and it 1s, therefore, to be ovgtr};
thrown. We wanted to do so not by a show of force. b}111t \fn
the strong Islamic spirit imbued in masses, whlct a or::;
could help the Islamic state establish.” My stadenY"tet :
provoked them so much that I was sgverely whlpped : t:t
continued saying, "l would never give the desx.re s Fe-
ment. Even if you kill me, I am not going to \;vrlt;e 80. 101
me life has no value." Shams Badran asked. 'In y?‘ujl;bgbi
statement, which I have destroyed,. no mentlon‘ OAI' u
Aziz Ali was made by you." I asked who Abdul Aziz Al was:
He replied that Abdul Aziz Pasha was the one who v&fx‘a? ?1)1
pointed minister by Nasser but he pyoveq an urgralte 3 e :
low. I now recollected that Abdul Aziz Ali was the e]g _i.r 1o1
the "Black Hand" movement directed a_gamst the r(l1 ib
He was one of the top leaders of the National Party zaml
dul Nasser along with his other colleagues used to earré
nationalism from him. I added, "He is a great man ?;I}ie
friend of my husband. He happens to be one o_f us“}n e
Fight for Allah. His wife, a member of Mushmd {)r:;:iz
Centre, is my friend as well." He asked me why Ab du —
Ali was not associated with Ikhwax.l? I told that I ha Br?lser
vations about some persons. It again enraged Sharps at ll:an
who ordered for my whipping. Ij:or some txmz. d;gi
whispers. Then Hasan Khalil said, Wg are mterfsiget t;h
knowing why you introduced Abdul Aziz to APduil aI :
Ismail and where did they meet?" I .repl.led, 'Wh e talji
hospitalised for my leg fracture, as an 1qtr1gpe of y(()lu:o in ‘:it
ligence department, Abdul Aziz and his wife use Vi
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Their visits continued even after my discharge. One
Abdul Fattah Ismail visited me and they were, by
ce, present. This accounts for their mutual intoduc-
. I remember just this much about this matter." Hasan
alil said, "O Zainab! We believe that their meeting was
dental but how was Abdul Aziz Ali introduced to Farid
ul Khaliq at your house?" I answered, "while once the
se attended to me, Abdul Aziz waited outside the room.
nd on the very time Farid Abdul Khaliq also visited me. I
s introduced them to each other." But Shams Badran
ained angry and he summoned Sifwat. I regained con-
usness in hospital. My both feet were bandaged and I
undergoing intolerable agony.

ig Whim '
I was hospitalised for a few days. Then I was taken
n to Shams Badran’s office. I found him insisting on his
rims. For him it was a reality that we had planned to as-
bssinate Nasser. Looking at me, full of surprise, Shams
tdran asked, "Are you still alive, though subjected to such
dships?" I replied, "Allah says that the Ashab-al-Ahzood’
e killed and- their killers were mad with falsehood
fhiereas the Martyrs were indeed the trusted fellows. They

fed made it a point to convey the Message and thus fulfil

¥e trust reposed in them." Shams Badran retorted, "We fol-
none of this style. Do you still believe in God, though
fice 1948 you have been facing defeat? You lost the battle
B 1954 against Farooq and again in 1965. Where is your so-
d God? I answered "We won in 1948, in 1954 as well as
965." He resumed, "We behave towards you like animals.
drown you, throw you in fire, put you before hounds.

fhry does not your God come to your rescue? O defeated

! Tell us." I said, "You should not suffer from the delu-
that by inflicting all sorts of torture you can overcome
You are in fact.overawed by us." In an angry tone he
ied, "Keep quiet! You all are criminals.” I refuted this al-
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legation by saying that we are the Messengers, Champions t do you want of me?" Intimidating me, he asked me to
of the Truth arid signs of light. He asked me, "How do you 1ave properly and added that I was not fit for another
2 "Since we believe in God, I d of torture, though the arrangement for the same was

gay that you overawe us’ } ) . ;
d are confident. We fight in His dy there. I said, "Allah is there to help me." He asked,

replied, we overawe you an T -
way. We would be defeated only when we give up the ideals hy did Muhammad Qutub and youths of Tkhwan used to
of championing and upholding Tauheed and Jihad for her in your house?" I replied, "Muhammad Qutub along
achieving these ends. Islam is, in fact, a life system for tem- h his sisters used to visit me frequently." Irked by my

Shams heaped on me a torrent of abuses and repeated

poral, political and social affairs. Islam stands for epforcing P ) ; .
social justice and is a war against man’s subservience to question again, "Why did Muhammad Qutub and other

man and for establishing Allah’s supremacy. For disobeying an youths assemble in your house?" I ignored his
Allah man should not bow before fellow human beings. One uses and told that by chance Muhammad Qutub met
who has conviction about Islam associates himself with Al- ne workers who came to my house. He clarified his ques-
lah. How can such a person, believing in Allah, fear the ns thus: "0 lady! the youths requested you to arrange for
creatures of Allah? For a Believer the world is not impor- ir meeting with Muhammad Qutub and that is why
tant, for the reality dawns on him. O misguided and liars! y ;assembled in your house at lunch and they had the
What can you afford to do? You simply torture our bodies, eting. Isn’§ it :so?" With full confidence I replied, "Soon
kill us, deny us food and water. Since you have rods in your er the ?ubhcatlor.x of Muhammad Qutub’s "al-Nazoor Wa
hands, you inflict pain on us. However, for us all these Bashat" and "Jahilyial al-Quran al-Ashreen’, some youths
things are trivial. You have caused us to separate, for we fanted to clarify some of the points raised in the above
belong to Allah’s party and you owe allegiance to Satan. kS with Muhammad Qutub, who graciously accepted
Those who fight against Allah and His Prophet Sallallahu Jieir 1equest on many occasions.” He then asked, "Why did
Alaihi Wasallam are the worst persons. Allah has already dul Fattah Ismail join such meetings?" I replied, "Because
ordained that He and His Prophet Sallallahu Alaihi Wasal- is the best of the righteous Ikhwans youths." My answer
Jam would have the upper hand. Verily Allah is Mighty and greeted with scorn and he further enquired, "How did
Powerful." My speech based on the concept of Tauheed reach t':he consensus to assassinate Nasser?" I replied,
provoked the beast Shams Badran so much that he ap- : assassination plan of Nasser is a story fabricated by
peared as if stung by a scorpion. He yelled, "Sifwat, O Sif- Shams asked me why I did not join the legal profes-
wat! Hang her and strike five hundred lashes.." Accordingly n. I, t.hex.'efore, said, "Allah has always kept me in good
I was whipped and was interrogated again. As I stood firm . I invite everyone to Allah and would continue this
by my stance, Shams ordered for another two hundred fifty sion as long as he wants it." Shams Badran pounced on
lashes. While I was lashed, I fel’ unconscious. When ! d started kicking me while saying that today he would
recovered, I found myself lying in hospital and surrounded me. He asked me also the name of the organisation es-
by doctors who were aftending to me. I was in hospital for a | heq by Muhammad Qutub and myself and who was to
few days. Again, I was fetched on a stretcher to Shams e killer of Nasser, Abdul Fattah or al-Fumi? I replied
Badran’s office. I asked him of his identity, to which he have already killed al-Fumi. What is left now?" On
replied that he would take me to the law court. I asked, ng my rejoinder he laughed aloud telling to Sifwat

-
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that T was in love with al-Fumi. Sifwat resorted to a rod and
beat me so much that I lost consciousness. For bearing
another round of torture and misbehaviour I was shifted

again to hospital.

Shams’s Insistence on His Whim
For the second time I was taken to Shams'’s office, for I
had regained my senses. I was, as usual, taken there on a
stretcher. Shams sitting among his friends seated me on a
chair and said, "O Lady! You cannot even stand a slight
thrashing. You better take mercy on yourself. By Nasser I
would bury you alive with Fattuhi" One of his friends
added, O Zainab! Keep in your mind your own interests and
make proper replies so that we might arrive at some
conclusions." In a fit of anger Shams said, "Recall the fact
that a messenger from Fawad Sirajuddin came to you re-
questing you to join Ikhwan so that they might cooperate
with you in overthrowing Nasser,. The same messenger in-
formed you that there are such persons in Mushir Amir’s
office who would cooperate with you." I was amazed at their
fabricated story and said firmly, "It is all lie. Fawad Sirajud-
din never sent anyone to me for any purpose. I have not
even met Fawad for twelve years. My husband saw Fawad
Sirajuddin in a public exhibition by chance and it was there
that he enquired after me." The accursed fellows swung
into action and like hungry snakes they started torturing all
parts of my body. 1 felt myself roasted in fire. They were
torturing me, though my feet were already bandaged and
the wounds had not healed. While striking lashes they
asked whether Fawad Sirajuddin had sent me any message.
As I replied in negative, Shams directed them to inflict on
me more torture. Since I fell unconscious, the whipping was
suspended and I was taken to hospital.
For the third time too, I was taken to Shams’s office
who was intoxicated by his power. "Listen! Nothing can
deter us from our path. -We bury twenty of you dogs

108 .

Ijz the Company of Shatyns“Badrar.i

ryday and thousands of you can be killed by'-ljé: By
if you fall. to act in accordance with our \;vis!}ﬂiés”w')(re
ulc bury you alive." I just ignored him. This enraged him
her and_ asked me to reply him otherwise he wouid kill
y_hangmg I said, "Allah is the Best to do and He is suf-
ent for us and is our best Helper. O Allah, grant us
lence and cause us to die in the state of faith." Shams
e Slﬁnat to bring forward hounds. Two trained hounds
B ;e,,,(!u'ected towards me and they attacked me as their
ite prey. I was groaning under the pain and prayed to
al to keep this evil off me. Hamza said, "O Pasha! She
turned pale and is about to die." Shams,fhen asked for a
stcher for dumping me in hospital, In the darkness of
g_;nldrlllght I was taken, for the fourth time, to Shams’s
e. It is a bitter reality that a group was bent on uproot-
s@}}gg Qhamplor{s of Islam and thus giving a deadly blow to
§ ‘and for paving the way for the forces of disbelief and
fhesism. As I was seated on a chair in Shams’s office, I lost
iousness, 1 was given lemon drink .and an injection
ch res}ored my consciousness. Shams Badran thus com-
iced: "0 lady! Just think of 'it., You have become a
blem to us. We are not savage, as you say. Nasser is a
 large hearted person. If you tell the truth, he would
@nly pardon you. In view of your own interests you
ild speak the truth.” I said, "Truth? Tell Nasser that he
} an_usurper and rebel against Allah. He should better
iperit and follqw light instead, of darkness., He .should
ain from evil and practise truth and justice. Those
loyed"by you have a diseased heart. You all have heen
fering.” Alarmed at my reply they asked whether the
16 should be conveyed to Nasser. I affirmed that all I said
“meant for conveying it to Nasser. They all branded me
mad and recommended electric shock as a cure for me.
y were non-plussed on hearing someone against their
td. Shams Badran asked Hamza of the two hungry
punds. At this Hasan came to me and :said:, "0 Zainab! Tfy
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to save your life. You are about to die. Ikhwang have save
themselves in view of their own interests. I think Ali Us-
mavi would be also presented se that he may throw some
light on Fawad Sirajuddin’s messenger." Shams Badran also
joined him by saying "O lady! Do rgmen_nber"thgt you w'o;lﬂd
be presented before Ali Usmavi." I replied, Ah Usmavi has
sold himself for a few coins to the forces of evil and has thus
incurred ‘loss in both the world and the Here_after.
Moreover, the story about Sirajuddin is totally fabricated
which is aimed at humiliating persons of character and
colrxsgfc:le(iie}&bdui Kareem, an officer also entered the inter-
rogated room and said, "O Zainab! I give you some hints
about Sirajuddin, which might help you. You know Hus-
saini Abdul Ghaffar, an Ikhwan, who, however, parted com-
pany along with Sayedna Muhammad. Often did you liave

an exchange of views with him about his return to Ikhwan.
You wished 'him to re-enter the ranks of the organisation.

I said, "May Allah help us and He alone is the best to help.
In the Cause of Allah, Husaini Abdul Ghaffar was one of our
bretheren. He did belong to the youth group ledby 'S_yefina
Muharnrhed. I talked to him for re-joining the organisation,
which he declined. He had no connection with Sirajuddin.
Since he belonged to the Thrar wing, he was polgs“a:part
from Yim. Hasan Khalil said, "That is true. But suppose
Thrar, Saadi, Wafadi and Tkhwani sgree on something, the
problem will be solved” 1, however, contradicted by saying
that Ikhwans are different from others. Others ha've ‘not
studied or imbibed the Islamic ideology.” Shams directed
them to whip me. However, Abdulegreeim sau.l, ("h\(e her
some change to conclude her statement.” I said, Tkhwan
reflect on the source of Islamic beliefs. This knowledge
they gain from the Scripture through Seerah. For
Tkhwans all that is related to Islam is of Utmost importance.
They are ready to lay down their lives in the Cause. They
are interested in seeing the earth free of all tyrants. For

110

fn the Company of Shams Badran

m Allah alone deserves Sovereignty and this alone can
|- the Islamic colour to Ummah: and society. As Prophet
hammad Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam did not make any
-call, he raised his voice not for just social justice not
monotheism. He gathered masses round the concept of
pwheed and those who embraced Islam believed to the
f their heart that no one other than Allah is worthy of
ip and Allah is the Lord, the sole Master, the Sus-
and Powerful enough to do good or harm. He alone
ns the matters of life and death. His is the role of the
giver and Statesman. The migrants to Madina formed
first batch of Muslims and they dedicated themselves to
tablishment of Ummah. The Quranic command-
ts relating to the lawful and the forbidden were
ed piecemeal to the Prophet - Sallallahu Alaihi
lam and:this led finally te the formation of the Mus-
mmah which established a just social order and il-
ed the human set up." z -
p Bhams interrupted, "Is this-the story of Sirajuddin?" I
, It ig cooked up by you. For monéy-making someone'
ricated it. All that I can say about Sirajuddin is that
"a mational leader devoted to:the welfare of the
try. I think, he has now dissociated himself from all
es." Shams asked for the hownds and they, in no
tarted biting me. I was bleeding profusely. The doc-
d to.do me some relief. At the same time I'heard the
to Fajr prayers which made me unusually calm and’
Fhough I was being constantly whipped, 1 felt
jeved. In line with the Quranic prayer I muttered, "O the
phtiest of the mighty and the Sustainer! I belong to
jgeny of the Prophet’s (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam) an-
ibr, the Prophet Ibrahim. O grant me the strength to
hat I would not associate anyone with -Allah and I
not worship those whom the non-believers adore"
egaining consciousness I found’myself in hospital.
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Ascendacy of Lust and the Lowly Persons . :
When authority vests with non-entities and those at
the helm of affairs are themselves ignorant fellows, the
government is transformed into dictatorship and it becomes
a curse for masses. Such a government acts in accordance
with its whims. Presently political pygmies enjoying power
were exploiting masses. The law was a silent spectator and
humanity had no room. All that is good had vanished from
the country. When I was presented before Shams in his of-
fice, he and his-associates asked me, "What was Sirajuddin’s
message conveyed through Abdul Ghaffar? Who are the
persons in Mushir Aamir’s office who cooperate with Fawad
Sirajuddin? . What was the demand for revolution.? To this
I replied, "Husaini Abdul Ghaffar is my brother in Islam. 1
know nothing about the allegations against him." Saadu
Hasan Khalil asked, "O Listen Zainab! Did Husaini not
meet Abdul Fattah in your house? Did you not ask Husaini
ta join the ranks of Ikhwans?" I said, "It was no crime to re-
quest Husaini to join Ikhwan. For he believed the mission
of the Ikhwans to be true. His wish is to see the Ikhwans

. guccessful so that masses might turn to the Allah’s Book

and the Prophet’s (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam) Sunnah.
Husaini met, no doubt, Abdul Fattah Ismail in my house.
They discussed the backwardness of Muslims. Their meet-
ing was, however, by chance. Abdul Fattah spoke highly of
Husaini and told me that he was a righteous, sincere person
having connections with mystics." One of them inter-
rupted, "Husaini has disclosed everything. Why do you in-
tend to sacrifice yourself for the Ikhwans? You wish to save
even Husaini and Fawad Sirajuddin. This is the last chance
for you to tell us in detail about Husaini, Fawad Sirajuddin
and the persons working in Mushir Aamir’s office. We
would present before you the blind Husgini -and Fawad
Si;ajuddin.',' I said, "Thanks be to Allash. We look into things
" not with our external eyes. Even after being blind we are
not deprived of sight, for our hearts perform this duty.”
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B;Idran started yelling like a person bitten by some
e asked Sifwat to bring hounds. One of his as-
8 tned.to cool him down by saying, "O no sir! S
for she is not conscious of her interests. No;' isp:li.g
vu;g her death." I replied, "It is Allah Who causes
h 'f thou are help!es.s. Allah is the Doer and Mighty."
of the officers sitting round asked Sifwat to presex{t
ini and.t(.) take me to hospital. Like bats they catried
elr activity mainly in night I was made o sit in Shams
A few moments later Husaini entered with a frac-
dand. His feet were also injured. In fact all parts of
y were reflective of the torture meted out to him
1:11 greeted me as he entered to which I alsc;
n tv;ed. In a mocking tone Shams asked him of the af-
b :eg }llum and me. Husaini told that everything was
o til ams gave him some papers and directed him
2 em out. I was totally unconcerned with the
presented to h}xn I was busy thinking how to save
: §o that he'mlght not be subjected to any further
. Hwas.cc.mvmced that Husaini had been compelled
©. 1lusainl commenced reading out the papers. Man
points mentioned in them were simply unthil.xkabley
prayed a perverted thinking” Shams asked me oi’
au:tz; I said that owing to your torture he has made
‘, ment. Shams asked whether I did not believe
11 ; statement to be true. Ireplied that Husaini does
. tes. He has bgen, in fact, coerced to make this
III{ ;isilllalralsallglsl;g;zd temper and asked what I meant
pn 1 to verify Husaini’s s ‘
the:y E.’sked, Would you lay down your life f(ff ?emﬂael?i
usal]:u. "I told t,}m't I did not mean any such thin
azsai c:l(:,b ?OII;I:::::;! uI))lI(-lI you convey Sirajuddin’s még—.
? usaini and said, "Di
e Fawad Pasha Sirajuddin’s letter? Huslzilginrzt iﬁﬁ '
was Fawad Sqqiuddin Saghir’s letter. I said, "I l?now |
awad Pasha Sirajuddin. Who is this Fawad Saghir?
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sainl Pasha’s cousin. I then

ini clarified that he was Fawad. i ho
oy t ‘(:1 h'mlleto ghed some more hght.on this mat:t:ge : tf,
renlied e"I rises just one point which was reported to
repled, o Suiai the same to Zainab.

i Sulaiman and I ed on
; Husainiatno get?zflst of the room. I told Shams,

to flog me. Later I was ghifted to hospital.

e in Hospital _ B
TortI:Il:xt day Hamza along with a mlhtaryd ey e o o
1 ital. Hamza asked Abdul Mab.oo . e for a
o h'lospld .table which were brought 1n no .t1me.d Hamza
gziidanAbdd Mabood near the tablg andh(:l;xf;tfot o

t 1 di . Sifwat broug .
nHamza()te dowo o1 t‘hta : Ld:;tsa‘f:':gm the files and direcrt.et% me to
o O rhe. e related to Huza(llbl, ISgrelg

h and Abdul Majge . o
- Fattt:h ;H%Z?I knew and nothing else. |
anything to the Ikhwan, though you
d. "You are free to do whatever yqlﬁ
vou to Shams’s office where you wi 1
1 dictated to Abdul Ma})ood al
taken to Shams Badran’s office.
the waste paper basket.
of impertinence he

officer visited me

Qutub, :
them I would wn
would not attribute :
‘ go. Hamza sal
?v:it. We would send you
taste all kinds of torture.
that I knew. Next day I was ¢
Shams dumped a few torn pagesdl ol
And lowering himself to the dep e Do
" apoke, "O lady! Do you want to sabotage o by o
i d to exonerate the Tkhwans, thougl: our r 11) e
vor mte&entic” You must abide by them." I reﬁi 1:a : I
are. all t.lt;at 1 consider to be the truth. I\fvou . h}t "
e ‘be to. ] would not utter a word which mlg1 .
that I Subscrzh Il;hwans. You have tried your ”leve e
CO_ntraJY tlolafsl‘ies and other modes of torture. S aher
gn;lraiouc:ied hysterically, "Take her (;‘ff! hI msilr:,:l seerar e
‘ ign the papers for her b . !
;i(e:l?e(}i)or?l}; .inI :’ :(ﬁ)lix ang for ag hour I was whipped. The
)

In the Company of Shams Badran

y put me in front of an air-conditioning machine where I
 to stay for full six hours. I felt all along as if I had been
nding on fire. My bones were aching with pain. After
night I was taken again to Shams Badran’s office who
me to accompany him. He added further, "The Presi-
t Nasser would pardon you. Other Ikhwans have con-
sed their crimes. If you give your consent, you would be
en to the President the next morning and be sent back
our house. The ban on Muslim women’s centre would
be lifted. Fifty thousand jayniha, including the confis-
d funds of your organisation, would be granted for
g offices and another ten thousand per annum for
ging out your magazine." One of those sitting there
ed whether our organisation owned any land. I replied
‘we had in possession six thousand metre land for build-
girl students training centre, guest house, lecture hall,
al office, mosque, a building for learning the Quran by
, primary and secondary schools building and a centre
lady speakers. He asked further, "How did you manage
[ds?" 1 replied it was done through donations and in
s. He said, "It is a golden chance so graciously made
ble by Nasser. You would now be able to return home
restore the organisation. Many benefits would accrue
ou from the President’s patronage. I replied, "We trust
ah alone. Allah is above all usurpers and diabolical
es that exploit land, wealth and rights of commoners.
do not require anything of you. I would never give my
ent for a meeting with Nasser. I do not wish to shake
8 with one whose hands are stained with the blood of
Fayohi, Rafat Bakr and Abdul Qadir Auddah. I would
r keep any track with them. The Martyrs were doubt-
the great personalities that tried to resurrect the past
jry." As I uttered these words, I was badly mishandled
Bl 1 collapsed. Shams Badran directed Hamza to take me
‘the room no.34. I was dumped in the room number 34
ch was dark as the grave. It had two hounds inside as
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well. Since I could not locate the Qiblah, I just started
saying prayers. I intended to keep a close contact with Al-
lah so as to defend myself against their evil designs. While
1 said prayers, hounds bit me in all parts of my body, though
being lost in my prayers 1 hardly felt any pain. After an
hour the door opened and I was shifted to hospital. After
Isha prayers I was presented in Shams’s office. Shams said,
"Zainab, thrre years ago about fifty Ikhwans drawn from all
parts of the country assembled at yoar house. What did
happen there? 1 replied that we said congregational prayers
of Maghrib then of Isha and Taraweeh but he insisted on
disclosing the aim of the assembly. I replied, "l do not
remember.” He asked, "Did they take breakfast at your
house? I replied, "Some of them did." He persisted in as-
king, "Why did they assemble?" 1replied, "We used to study
Islam so as to fortify ourselves against the onslaughts made
by forces of atheism." He asked, "Why did they gather in
your house in particular?’ I replied, For I am by the grace
of Allah a Muslim." He asked, "What is Jahiliya, Islam or
atheism?" 1 answered that he could get a pamphlet preach-
ing communism, permissiveness and atheism in any street.
This angered him and he said that all I told was rubbish and
he asked me the names of those present in that gathering.
I replied that I did not recollect their names, He then
asked, " f those met Huzaibi and went to Huzaibi’s
house for making a call. Who was he? I told that all I
remember is that one of the participants sought permission
to meet Huzaibi. But I failed to understand what was wrong
in it." He asked why we used to assemble. He added fur-
ther, "The one who had gone to Huzaibi’s house was Abdul
Fattah Shareef. Isn’t it so? If you fail to answer, 1 would
hang you. You had then decided to overthrow the govern-
ment and kill Nasser.' I gave my rejoinder, "We had
decided only to fight against the forces of Jahiliya, permis-
giveness and communism to preach the teachings of the
Quran and to make the Quran and Sunnah as the decisive

In the Company of Shams Badran

td

the Glory and Greatness of Allah till I fell unc
: on-



CHAPTER V

" And Pharaoh Conceded

When I regained consciousness I found myself lying on
or. Medical aid was provided to me. With much dif-
I could recognise Nasir Abdul Hakeem Aamir who
ttmg me. His presence enlivened me. I was given
Jjuice and was seated. They offered me also a cup of
I realised something important was in the offing.
Badran started thus: "O Zainab, [ want you to answer
questions frankly. Suppose Ikhwans are at the helm
s and, we are tried, what would you do? I replied, .
uld, not accompany those who have tortured us. Nor
tend to join hands with those who have indulged in
ed or have been unjustly in power." He said, Keep
I am just asking of your attitude, had you been in my
I answered, "We are seekers of the Truth. Power is
goal. We have determined to sacrifice our lives for
oning the credal statement: "There is no god but Al-
ah has certainly bestowed heaven in return for our
d property.” Shams Badran again interrupted, "O
ut up! I once again ask you of your attitude, if you
ted with authority." I replied, "We do not seek
ty. ~We are trustees of the covenant made for
d and for obedlence to Allah so as to make this
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luminated with the Islamic regurgencg." Hysteri-
(c::ill;tgyhglms yelled, "Keep qpiet, qu}et. 1 Just; want a
categorical answer to t;h;a1 questlonlt(',lhat(,l: t::t ;ayeln rf;ﬁif(f
ide my fate, how would ¥y ct? ,
E‘gogxzzimes ig takes very long to establish the Is}llam;((;
government. We should not act in haste. Womer: ; hou
get a chance to train the male members of Umn:ahlad ams
behaved as a totally confused person and cried, "O lady, suxz;
posé you were in my place, what v'vould be your treatm:xfl‘ .
1 said, "Islam stands for light, justice and. mercy anq noal'or
rods or murder or torture or prison or exile or buryllllg 1ve;‘
or the berating of the Martyrs or the mass _exp\: sul)ri 0
children and widows. High-handedness 18 ahen“ (}_. ‘ ; earr};
which re-presents justice in a ul_oglcal ma'nélef:V } 1H&m
defeated person Shams shouted, "Keep q\_net. lAl? ! 2 0gf
and whip her." The same was done by Sifwat. é)ltlxr 0
my body received injuries. The blood flowed fromd . pgrt(s)
. and I lost consciousness. The doctor, hqwe\(er, advise _
take me down, for my condition was serious.. Shia.lms con
tinued abusing me. One of the officers said that t :y w:,l:
interested in keeping me alive so as to present be ;)lre
This was endorsed by Slfv;zlat w}lllo1 toldtiz nat my
ion would be a lesson for the whole nation.
gl(‘::izﬂzld that he needed some medicines whlch_ were c‘)a’:
* of stock and Shams arranged for them from Mushir Amrllect
store. I was taken to hospital. I:Iowever,' 1 d(_) not ;eco ¢
anything about the night. I had just a vague idea of nxb3u1
counter with Shams Badran in the presence of Nasir.

Hakeem.

al Conspiracy-A Point .
TheIRv:as gizlelzpmedical aid, for they wished to keep me

alive. For masses 1 was a criminal. 1 was prcmdc;d w;;li
medicine for my presentation before the court. sxx)1
three days in a state of unconsciousness. One eﬁr;;a % s
heard voices of Murad and Sifwat from Brother
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. They were enquiring Saiful Islam al-Banna’s address
him, which he told. After three hours they returned to
nad Kamal and asked him of al-Banna’s office address.
aiful Islam al-Banna is the son of al-Banna Shaheed. I
yraved for him and his mother and sisters, for his mother is
sheart patient and he alone supports the fmily. I prayed to
\llah to make their evil designs unsuccessful. On a
etcher I was taken to Shams’s office. Shams asked me a
niestion which made me believe in the arrest of Saiful Is-
n and it worried me a lot. Shams told Hamzah, "I told
ou not to bring her alive here. Is she still alive? How and
y are you alive?" I told that it was a matter beyond his or
control, for it is Allah alone Who causes us to live and
He roared, "Keep quiet! Just answer my question.
o were the officers who intended to kill Nasser on his
r to Alexandaria?" Hasan Khalil took Shams’s permis-
n to make me follow the question. He said, "O lady!
neone told you that a group was after Nasser’s life while
is way to Alexandaria he was passing through desert.
o was he?" Shams insisted on an early reply. Isaid, "You
ure us on such absurd grounds. May Allah rout you.
public curse you." My curses entailed such a torture
ch greatly ached my bones. Shams cried, "We would
ng you so that you collapse. However, if you tell the
th, you would be pardoned. Tell us the truth from the
ning. What did Saiful Islam Banna tell you? Tell us
point disclosed by him." All along Shams kicked me and

isted on telling that point. I replied, "We were in al-

nna Shaheed’s house where Saif told us that a few ar-

men on a jeep were in ambush for Nasser’s murder when

was on his way to Alexandaria. At the last moment there

a change in Nasser’s route and he travelled by train.

ose in the jeep fled and they could not be arrested. I,

wever, told Saif that it was untrue. It is a story fabricated

the intelligence department. Not a day passes when

ere is no conspiracy hatched against Nasser and on that

- 121



Days From My Life

pretext thousands of persons are arrested. It is just another
story which masses have been forced to believe. ‘People do
not think seriously about Nasser’s kiiling, for the murder of
a tyrant ruler is not the solution. The problem is far
greater and is of getting tid of an ignorant, tyrranical and
uncontrollable ruler. Saif said, "It would be better if people
keep themselves busy in training themselves. This brought
my conversation with Saif to an end" Shams Badran said,
"What about the comments made on this évent by Abdul
Fattah and Ali Usmavi at your house? Why did you discuss
the lacunae in this plan?- When I denied it, I was subjected
to an onslaught of abuses and pinches. Shams Badran
asked further, "Why did you tell it to Hasan Huzaibi?"
When I asked what was. wrong in it, they resorted again to
beating me. Shams then said, "All right. Now let us take
up a topic other than of Saif. Abdul Aziz Ali was the chief of
~ the Ikhwans until the release of Syed Qutub. How did it
come about?" When I denied it, he asked me to explain it,
for, according to him, Abdul Aziz Ali Usmavi, Abdul Fattah,
Zia, Yahya Shazli and Majid used to have meetings and they
met often Syed Qutub after his release. I told that I'knew
little about these meetings. Shams insisted, "Who else can
know about these meetings? You know well about them."
As I said it was an allegation, Shams ‘threatened, "You
neither take care of your interests nor do. you act
rationally." One of the company said that he ‘would make
some effort and turned to me thus, "O Zainab, Huzaibi-and
Abdul Aziz have both confessed. There is no room now for
denial. Ismail was to use certain poison prepared by Abdul
Aziz for killing Nasser. What was it?" I shouted, "You have
gone mad while referring to Nasser’s assassination. 1If you
yourselves wish to get rid of him, you must go ahead and let

‘Abdul Aziz, Huzaibi and myself unite." They told that they

- would first arrange for a meeting with Ali Usmavi. . I said,
*Ali Usmavi is a great liar. Iwould spit on his face." Shams

Badran asked, "Isn’t he one of you?" I said, "You should bet-
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make me meet with a person as kind as Abdul Aziz
Huzaibi."
an Khalil, "No problem. We would make you meet."
s Badran: "Listen! When did you have consultations
i Hasan Huzaibi for making Abdul Aziz the chief of
‘ _?" Zainab! Didn’t it happen so? Sifwat! Call in Ali
pavi."
‘Ali Usmavi, dressed in silk, entered. He appeared to
e been in favour. Shams asked him gently. "Ali! What
M happen when Zainab’s leg was fractured? You had gone
uzaibi’s house." Ali Usmavi nodded and said, "I asked
aibi’s daughter to ascertain the credentials of Abdul
. She conveyed us Huzaibi’s consent about Abdul Aziz’s
didature." Shams said, "What do you say now? O
1ab! I turned to Ali Usmavi and said, "You are liar: You,
act, told me that an Ikhwan intends to propose to a
ad - daughter of Abdul Aziz and you want to know
zaibi’s opinion. It was by chance that I met Ashavi who
. accompanied me. I told him that owing to my leg in-
7 I cannot go to Huzaibi’s house and he should better go
with me. Huzaibi just told us that no enquiry is called
in connection with Abdul Aziz’s family members, as they
nice Muslims."
s: "O Ali! Is it the truth? :
smal\;i: "She is just toying with words, though she
s well."
b: (To Usmavi) "You are the worst of liars. You would
amned soon. Ikhwans are being hanged, tortured and
liil‘)efore hounds but you being a hired agent are en-
e.
ms: "0 Ali you go back." Zainab! It is the last chance for
. Tell us in detail the link of Abdul Aziz with the or-
isation. What was the nature of correspondance be-
Huzaibi and Abdul Aziz carried through by you?”
b: "I insist on presenting Abdul Aziz Ali and Huzaibi."
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Shams: "Sifwat! Take her away so that Abdul Aziz a.nd
Huzaibi may be presented.” I was taken out along with
Shams. I was made to stand facing the Wall. He took me
again to the office but Abdul Aziz and Huzaibi were not
there. ’

Zainab: ;:Where are Huzaibi and Abdul Aziz? .
Shams: (Angrily) Do you think we would act according to
your wishes? We would do only what we deem fit. They
will be summoned at the proper time. You should be better
subjected again to torture.” ‘ '

Zainab: "When you didn’t fear Allah, why are you mindful of
public?” ‘

Hasan Khalil; "O lady! You should seek my help. You &re to
be prosecuted.”

Zainab: "Court? Which court? Who are you?

Shams: We would prepare you for the trial." .
Zainab: "Do whips, hounds, fire and water cells, hangmg,
showering choicest abuses, keeping me hungry and thlrs.ty,
not allowing me to go to toilet, torturing in the name of in-
terrogation and injuring me with all sorts of weapons
amount to preparing me for the court?"

Muhammad Qutub o
Hasan Khalil said in Shams’s office: "before initiating
legal proceedings we would like to conclude t}le d_iscussmn
on Muhammad Qutub’s organisation so that it might shed
some light on Dr. Masood’s case.” Shams also agreed and
harped on the same point. I told them that l.Vlu.hammad
Qutub did not found any organisation. He is indeed a
writer on Islamics. His is the mission of guiding others. He
tells us how to act. However, everyone is free to act accord-
ing to his owndiscretion. Shams asked Hamza to take me
back and subject me to torture. I was locked up in a room

for half an hour. Then Hasan Khalil entered and said,

"Listen Zainab, I am here to advise you. I feel disturbed, for
you are on your way to death.v All the other Ikhwans have

And Pharaoh Conceded

red peace and security. We arrested one lakh persons
jow only twenty thousand are left. Everyone has con-
»d his crime. We have set all such person free. Even
. Huzaibi, Abdul Fattah Ismail and Syed Qutub have
gred apology. You have been defending them, though
gy have ascribed so many things to you. You are risking
e for those who are your enemies. You must change
tand, for you have been held responsible for every-
g by them. Huzaibi, Syed Qutub, Abdul Fattah,
ammad Qutub and other Ikhwans have spoken ill of
“Your stand is no doubt praise worthy. Let Hamza and
abuse you. While the Ikhwans abused, we had more
ence for you. We have been directed to inflict more
e on you. You used to take lunch once or twice a
with Huzaibi. It has been verified by Huzaibi also.
u used to convey the directives to Abdul Fattah Is-
.. I hope you would provide us with a sample of those
ves. Abdul Fattah and Huzaibi both have already
ed it. After the release of Syed Qutub you used to
te between him and Huzaibi. My statement are not
less. You transferred also the organisation funds to
ibi’s house, though they were returned again to you.
aibi himself has borne testimony. There is no room for
enial. All points have been disclosed. You have just
ovide a few missing clues. We do believe you will let us
them. Then you will be presented before the court
he matter.will be enquired into. After a couple of days
would be set free and be appointed the Minister for so-
airs. Hikmat Abu Zaid is out of favour. What is your
? He offered me orange juice and then discussed
- topics. After taking coffee he directed sn armyman to
after me. He told that he would return after an hour
n the meantime I should take some decision. As he
I started writing the following piece: "In the name of
, the Beneficient, the Merciful." Words fail me to:
e the Glory of Allah Who has so Graciously selected

125



Days From My Life

And Pharaoh Conceded

evil defeds. We are prepared to face death while oppos-
. you. Zainab al-Chazali al-Jabili." : o
“"Hamza entered the room and said, "Well done Zsinab!

3 i.ae the ruler pﬂrdons you. You must keep in mind your

N mteregts. Your husband is a nice person and a good
gd of mine. I wonder how you got involved in Ikhwan ac-
ties. He took me to Shams’s office. Shams ordercd me
sit down.a.nd offered me coffee and cold drinks. He
ed reading my note. Expressions on his face betrayed

\ me for His cause, though I am not worthy of it. I have
\ chosen the Path of the Quran, Sunnah and Truth meant for

the whole mankind, "O men! You have received the
Guidance from Allah. You should worship Him Who created
| you and those before you." I am thankful to Him Who has
‘ k shown me the Right Path and I have Faith in Him. I glorify
1 \ Him, for I wish to be one of those "who have chosen heaven

in return for their lives and wealth.” How indebted I am to
Him for putting me in the company of Muslims and select-

‘ \ ing me for fighting in His cause and for testifying to His feelings. It looked he would burst out with anger soon.
I saying that Muslims have forfeited their lives and wealth in was wrath incarnate and directed Sifwat to inflict one
A roturn for heaven to Allah. They fight in His cause and at- usand whips on me, for I had made fun of them. I was
| \\t tain Martyrdom. They are the best Ummah created for en- ordingly beaten. He threw down my note telling that I

de much pretensions about being'an orator. My feet
bandaged and all parts of my body sustained injuries.
‘I'was hanged and whipped. As the bleeding started, the
tor stopped it and I was thrown out of the office where I
for an_hour. I was then shifted to hospital. Murad and
mza said, "According to doctors you are to die soon. But
have to go to the court so that you might know that you
pve been condemned to death. We would send you to the
1 stry of lfiw and justice. However if you fail to make the
red replies, you would have to return:: Hamza asked

t to present me before the court the next morning at 9
. Then all of them dispersed. o ¢

that we believe that Allah is One and He has no associate

o \; joying good and forbidding wrong. I once again emphasize
“\" whatsoever and Muhammad Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam is

" His Messenger. We stand for enforcing Quranic injuctions

‘ inviting public to decide their matters in the light of Quran.
\ We are guards of the same and abide by the Prophet’s
1 (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam) saying that the decision
i \ should be made in the light of Allah’s commands. We are,
in fact, busy safeguarding the Deen of Allah and His

\\ Prophet. (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam) O Allah! Be witness

that we have not drifted away from your path. Help us
against the tyrants and polytheists and against those who
ignore Your Book and are opposed to Your Religion and to
the upholders of Your Scripture and the Sunnah of Your
Prophets. O Allah! I would spend my life in the same way
and would like to reach You in the same state. O Allah!
make me one of those who fear you and grant me the
strength to fight, out of Your love and oppose those hostile
\ to You and thus fight in Your cause. This is, in fact, the
Real Path. I invite you all to Allah’s path. You should not

waste time in destablishing those who are fighting against
anti-Islamic and atheistic forces. Our hands are free from

e Enquiry

§ Many ti_mes I had to undergo all sorts of torture. I was

.only whipped mercilessly but also thrown before trained

nds. Moreover, I was dumped 1nto water cell, hanged,

tapt:ly flogged and thus subjected to all kind of physical

spiritual torture.

The_n the matter was referred to the ministry of law

_stlce'.whi.ch executed innocent persons in the name of

1stering justice. I entered the camps which were the
ces of the ministry. The accused were constantly threa-

126 127




Days From My Life

tened and coerced to sign the drafted documents which
were prepared by high ranking officials. They were hell
bent on shearing the Ummah of all its distinctive features.
Those famed for their forthrightness and truthfulness were
found by me telling blatant lies. They were seen also forc-
ing the accused to sign the fabricated documents. The at-
torney found me dressed in white bandages and too weak to
utter a word. He was sitting behind the pile of files. His
secretary was sitting near a table which was also full of
paper. He was in readiness to note anything. The attorney
noted my name, age, home and address. With an expres-
sionless face he turned to me saying, "These files contain
the Ikhwans's statement. Your stand is obvious. However,
I would like you to present your stand. These files record
the statement of Huzaibi, Syed Qutub, Abdul Fattah Ismail.
I want you to give up your stubborness. You should not
waste our time in vain matters." He started interrogating
me to which I responded. Nonetheless, I noted a queer
thing that my reply comprising just one or two sentences
was noted down by him in one full page. I felt angry and [
told him, "O Qanawi! My reply is just of a few sentences."
He replied, "I'wish to help you, for your statement in full
would be presented before the President. He is very keen
about your statement.” Zainab: "I just want that only that
should be recorded which I say." He replied, "I would read
out everything to you." Isaid "As long as you add something
on your own, I wouldn’t say anything else. I would ackno-
ledge only that much which I have said, if there is a trial."
The attorney repeated his question: "Did you dub Nasser
and his government Kafir(unbeliever)?” I told him that I
did not brand the people of Qiblah as unbelievers. - He
asked me to explain what I meant by the people of Qiblah. 1
replied, "All those who utter Kalima and abide by the
Divine Commands revealed to the Prophet Sallallahu
Alaihi Wasallam are the people of Qiblah." He asked me
to throw some more light on the traits of them. To this I
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red, "Those who establish prayers, give charity, ob-
fasts of Ramdhan, perform Hajj in the event of being
dq so, follow the Quran and Sunnah, refrain from
ng laws and from following the laws which have not
-ordained by Allah are the people of Qiblah." The at-
ey asked, "Do you consider Nasser and his government
he people of Qiblah? I replied, "I do not think Nasser is
 of them, for he has suspended the Quranic laws. He
ates laws on his own and thus brushes aside the ones
ained by Allah. * Nasser has stated putlicly that he
1ld not form a religious government.” The attorney in-
upted, "Tell me clearly whether Nasser is disbeliever.” I
red, "I have already told. If someone seeks to know
If, he should better turn to the Scripture." These
ents of mine were, However,’ developed into full five
ap pages by the attorney. He asked me further
er we intended to kill Umme Kulsum and Abdul
m Hafiz. To this I replied, "Those concerned with the
C Dawah and -its revival hardly bother about such
issues. The day Muslims awaken, it will bring an end
evil a.nd.the Ummah will free itself of all disgrace.
1_1&8 misdirected the Ummah in so many ways, though
vices are as unreal as the scum of water." o
Z_The attorney, Muhammad al-Qanawi kept on twisting
-‘stateme_nts as he wrote it down. Thus for ten days this
a continued. The advisor, Abdul Salam, used to visit
camp an.d exhorted the attorney to get the desired
ts. I sa..ld to Qanawi, "I find it very strange that the
of legislation and judiciary have been bekaving like
easts. They hardly care for their obligations." The at-
y said, "We intend to save you from the Ikhwans. In
v of the statements of Huzaibi, Syed Qutub and Abdul
h there is no escape for you from the death penalty.
do you think of their statements?" I replied. "You are
g lies against them, though they never say anything
inst you." The attorney accused me also of being a liar. I
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denied this charge. He, however, clarified that I levelled ‘ : :

charges against the government and ministry of justice. I wal. I WO_uld cite just an illustration of torture meted

asked him whether he was one of the jury. He told that he fpo me while I was interrogated by the minist ofel:
would send me back for torture. He then started sipping astice.  This reveals the real nature of rl)\'lasser?v

tea and asked me whether I wanted to return to the- office. 8

He told also that the President was keen on an early dis-

patch of my paper. When he asked me to sign the papers e ' , :

written by him, I refused and this led to my return to the mid night I was taken to a room adjoining Shams’ of:

torture room where I was flogged. Thus the enquiry con- here I found a devilish person, Jalaluddin seated I(-)I-
ducted was so mockingly concluded. ’ ed on me an array of searching questibn. He a.skes
 explain the nature of my link with Khalida Huzaibi

Second Round with Judiciary er husband, Ahmad and to clarify their role in cur or-

After a couple of days I was summoned again to the on, I replied that they assisted us in the rel(in;'
court. I saw there many youth being subjected to various amme for t.he prisoners. Iwas told to explicate the .

- modes of torture. Qanawi asked me, "When did you meet f their assistance. To this I answered that the una(i
these young persons? What are their names? AsIlooked at end us help in form of money and kind. He ixfsis:ed
them I asked them, "When did I meet you? How did you see g in detail the role of Ahmad. My expianation th i
me? Did you know me before hand? What are your names? used to deliver the goods could not satisfy th i I
The attorney, however, objected to my clarification and told ded over to Sifwat who repeated the same qu el:'l.'
that he himself would cross examine the youths. He not budge in my stance, he threatened of sgb'es zpn.
refused me to ask them any question. The attorney ques- om}ds and lashes and after a while he asked JHeacmmzag |
tioned and all of them, one after another told that they did e In a room with hounds. I stayed there fo
not know me. When he reminded them of their statement ours. Then I was taken to hospital. Next ni h: gller

to this effect they told it plainly that they had been com- binterrogated me on the same coun’: Sincenllgt ck 14
pelled to make such a statement owing to torture room. panNCe, .Jalal directed Sifwat to go a.he;ad with hs- uck to
Many times I saw these patient youths. of inflicting torture on me. | : e usual

- a; summoned to Shams Badran’s office where I was

| dentify the credentials of one Zaini from Chazah
1 had a number of interviews in Shams’s office and in identified earlier, I was told by the great teach :
jail. They took me at night to Shams or to one of his agents A..ny lapse on my part’woul(i render g ‘:.o fu?iher

who threatened me to dire consequences. Some persons )gation. As I was taken to a room, I found :her .

om it was diffcult to identify. Shams askede :128(;

Pri‘son Again

were brought before me and I was asked to explain my ac- 0
quaintance with them. I, in my turn, asked them of the is identity. When I expr y

des of torture were experimented on B explained the fellow was sil(;l;ssed F‘YJl:l:lbl:lslglego do

ure and purpose of valuables which lay in my »C:Jnse.

same. Many new mo
il in a dark place and to run con-

me such as to stand st
blown a_,nd I was shifted to

stantly. As I fainted, whips were I replied that the money I had was meant for provid

od, cloths, medicines, and educational expenses for
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Days From My Life _ . )
ered in detail: "Once Ali Usmavi came to me for a let-

such families whose heads had been behind the bars, introduction in order to meet the great teacher or

Furious Shams directed Sifwat to throw me before snak_es. . I told him that he did not need any such letter
I was taken to hospital where Hamza repeated the.qui?stlon weting them. After some time Ali Usmavi came again
about the money which I had in my custody. I replied {t was .an amount of money telling me that a Saudi national
their own concern to look into the matter. Hamza finished ven it as donation and Mamoon had directed me to
the interrogation with saying that I was best suited for the Bp this money meant for helping the Ikhwan families."
hounds. To me the hounds were far better than these bes- ps argued, "Muhammad Qutub says that it was so." 1
tial and inhuman persons. I preferred the company of "I am telling you the truth. It is likely that Muhammad

L - b has some misunderstanding on this matter. They
After Isha Prayers one night I was so severel_y whlpped Reatened me of dire consequences and of handing me
that I fell unconscious. For three days I rested in hQSpltal It to Sifwat. I asked them to produce Muhammad Qutub.
and then was shifted again to Shams’ office. Swearing by Bhe came, | reminded him that at the time of giving him
Nasser he said that my failure to give satisfactory answers noney I had clarified that it was meant for helping the
would render me to further torture. Shams commenced ) Muhammad Qutub verified my statement. But the
the conversation thus: "O Zainab! I remind you of the two pon authorities made me standing throughout the ni sht
ovents concerning Muhammad Qutub and his sisters and n the morning I was shifted to hospital. After two days
Huzaibi’s wife. The other one relates to Ali Usmavi and produced in Shams’s office who asked me to bear tes-
Mamoon Huzaibi. You should not dare deny them, for y to the foundation of an organisation by Muhammad
Hasan Huzaibi, his wife and Muhammad Qutub have al- b. { explained, "You have put this question before as
ready confessed. You can dub Ali Usmavi liar but in this 1n- Muhammad Qutub is not at all the founder of any
cident he does not figure. One night Mu.hammad Qutub sation." On this Sifwat was directed to handle and
came to you from Halwan and you gave him five }{undred §p me. Then I was taken to a room adjoining Shams’ of-
Jainiah in addition to gold ornaments for assisting the here an unidentified person said, "O Zainab! You are
Ikhwan families." I replied, "Well, this is true. But what 18 Why don’t you try to save your life. The Ikhwans
: aments to anyone. | velled many charges against you. Why don’t you

wrong in it. I am free to give my orn : :
donated them in a noble cause: However,the money romise with us by providing some information about
originally belonged to Ikhwans which handed over to him, mad Qutub. Such a move on your part will greatly

for I was bound to do so" Shams asked whether th(_a money Ve your report with us. Ireplied, "You all are agents
was for Ikhwan families or for the organisation. I said ¥t was . You cannot create any differences between us, for
for families. Shams, however, contended that according to e the Slaves of the Most Kind. None of us will act in
~ Ali Usmavi it was meant for the organisation. I plainly told n with you. I assure you of it." He reported, "We
him that Ali Usmavi is a great liar. Shams added, "Even d inflict torture afresh and the court would again in-
Muh d Qutub says that he did not know about the v if';‘)r(’)secution against you." I said, "All of you whether
purpose of the money you gave him. [ asked Shams t0 £ ministry of law and justice or officials, have trans-

produce Muhammad Qutub before myself for getting things ed the Path of Allah. You all would incur Allah’s
right. Then he asked me the source of this money. : ,

hounds to theirs.
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tes of hospital I thanked Allah, for He alone is the Sus-
er. As the hospital authorities interrogated me for dis-
uting and getting home made food, I told it was done
h doctor’s permission.  Ikhwans used to help one
ther, for each stood in dire need of nutritious food. We
d to relish whatever we got. ‘

wrath." Hamza put up a note before him and he starte'd

\ remarking on Muhammad Qutub and then he mad.e his
exit. Sifwat, as usual, whipped me. Another agent tr1gd to
\ convince me of the advantages, in th event I compromised,
Since there was no change in my stance, 1 was dumped into

the room of houds which housed a man also. Hamzg

directed him to attack me, if the hounds did not do me any

harm. Aslong as I was inside the room, I prayed to .Alla_lh,

\ Later I was removed to hospital and the next day to Riaz
Tbrahim’s office. I was asked whether I knew someone from

Karwasa, which I denied. They insisted on me to tell

} }"J\ whether I knew someone belonging to Karwasa. ’!‘h_ey gave
\\ h‘tl‘ me threats. Then a soldier entered who whipped me
\\ severly. I1was taken back to hospital. After a few days I was

1 “ ' again summoned to the same office where I found a few

-vation in Hospital

A full year had elapsed since my arrest but I was not al-
ed to get food from home. Since I was on the verge of
th, the officials decided to allow me to do so. When I
gw my mother and sister during the trial, I came to know
hat Sifwat Ruby had extracted so many things such as
dicines, fruits and cloths from my family. It was a calcu-

move to harass and torture those fighting in Allah’s
women sitting whom I had never seen before. 1 was asked

N i to identify Sisi’s wife which I could not. A te'er'x’agefi boy en-

\ tered and he was asked to identify one and Sisi’s wife and to
tell about the women with whom he was acquainted. As he
declined to do so, he was lashed. I found there Hamgeda
Qutub coming followed by Sifwat. She was also told to iden-
tify Sisi’s wife which she could not do. Then fﬂl the ladies |
were ordered to go out and I was left along with Riaz who
asked me whether any Ikhwani had four wives. When I ex-
pressed my ignorance, he got furious and struck.everyone
with blows. After a couple of hours he returned with Sifwat
and I was transferred to hospital.

It was a calculated plan aiming at pressurising our
ily. They used to tell our family members that their
peatment is good towards us. In fact, they were playing all

ir tricks. For, they even attempted to kill the prisoners.
fhe day an Ikhwan was found badly injured as a result of
Beir torture. The callous authorities sent him to hospital.
ke doctor needed some sugar which was not available. On
pming to know of it, I opened my cell and provided them
h a small container of honey, which I had got along with
d items that I used to get from my family. The doctor
ised to provide honey to the youth: The agents could
however, notice 1it, for it was illegal. After a few days

Minced Meat Packet o
' In view of my faiiing health doctors allowed me to take

home $made food comprising only milk and fruits. Once nh};
sister managed to send me minced rpeat m_the dry mlhe
container and also butter. I distributed it among t

Ikhwans in hospital. Ustad Abdul Azeez, former rmmstt;r;
was also in hospital and he used to share food with me. A
the minced meat was distributed among all Tkhwani 10

. Throughout long summer nights we could not get
a single drop of water. It was an uphill task to get a
f water. I was badly ill and my health was failing fast.
I was allowed to have some water. I used to share this
with Brother Abdul Karim who was housed in the ad-
ng room. How I used to provide him with water might
ear somewhat incredible. I put the water in the spec-
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tacle case and gave it to him through a -gmall hole in the
wall so that he might quench his thirst. Since he had been
mercilessly subjected to whipping, his whole body bore
severe injuries and he needed a c,opstant supp_ly of water.
The tyrants knew every art of inflicting t:orture in that they
practised not only the old methods but mvgnted some new
ones also for giving as much torture as possible.

The Brute Repents: S o

. While I lay in hospital I came to know of an incident
which brought into light the potent goodness.of my com-
munity and I was firmly convinced thaf, given propey
guidance, positive results can be brought about. The com-

ity can once again return to the Worship of the Lord
:‘n‘:in‘lige defence ?)% the Articles of Faith ;with full might.
There was a military assistant in the hospital named Salah
whose job was to give injections to the patients and to gggrd
_the rooms. Once as I was on my way to the toilet, the,a wind
blew and revealed part of Ustad Imam Syed Qutub’s cell.
The door was, however, closed. Nonetheless, the incident
sparked off a trouble and it was debated how this serious
lapse occured that Zainab Ghazali mam.lged to have a
glimpse of Syed Qutub. Salah started abusing. The.matter
was complicated further, as Sifwat entered.the hospital the
very moment. The armymen, ther_efore trled. to prove that
they have been quite faithfully implementing the cor-
mands. Salah was a brute devoid of all hurpamty, common-
sense and faith. Syed Qutub tried to tell him that the hap-
pening was inadvertent. He was using very mild language.
It had some effect on the brute who also expressed his
regret. r a few days he came and full of repentence he
told me ?ifstilesire to be a Muslim anew. He asked me of the
responsibilities of which the disc_:har.ge could mak.e .hnr} a
righteous Muslim." I asked him his view about the injustice
done to the Ikhwans and whether he would be able to bear
the same. He said that once he embraces Islam, Allah

136

And Pharaoh Conceded

d bestow on him patience and power. Irecited "there is
but Allah and Muhammad is His Messenger." He
ted the same many times. I told to do all that he
eved to be good and to avoid obeying the diabolical
in the cause of Allah. He said that he wanted to
the real Islam which had enabled us to bear with such
ible torture and which could not be borne by ordinary
8. Itold him to consult Imam Syed Qutub about Is-
‘whenever he went to him for giving him injections.
ough Salah I exchanged greetings with my respectable
her. ‘

ie Day of Judgement Drawing Near
After a few days the charge sheet was served to us. It
something unprecedented in history, for we were
ed even the right of consulting any lawyer. When I
ed to appoint Ahmad Khwaja my mandator I was told
it he could not. Then I decided to fight the case on my
. Others appointed a Christian lawyer for me. I was al-
d to meet my family before the trial. As my mother
Bl the two sisters came to meet me, they fell unconscious
seeing my failing health and weakness. I tried to boost
m up. Sifwat and Hamza both were present during the
ting. I requested my family not to appoint my lawyer
I was told that Husain Abu Zaid had already been asked
o the sme for the fee of one thousand Jayiniah and he
jd received half the fee. Yet I told them to drop it. But I
d Husain Abu Zaid fighting for my case on the day of
Before the trial I was taken to Shams Badran’s office
I was told, "It is expected that you would not raise ob-
ons against the details of the enquiry and you would
y all the points mentioned in papers. Moreover, if you
the court of your dissociation with the Ikhwan, the
t will decide your case in a befitting manner and we
d also oblige you." I replied, "Whatever Allah wills
8 place. Men have no discretion in their affairs. Shams
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id. "Talk to me in Arabic. I could not follovy you yet [
:::gés yoﬁlxrk intentions are not good. We really wish to ;}arve
you." I replied, "He has the keys to the unknown. . oEe
other than Him knows all that is on the earth and in t e
seas. He knows also the leaf which falls down. Every grain
in the land is recorded in His Book." Shams interrupted, "O
Hamza! Take her away. She is free to promote or harm her
interests." Hamza requested him to leave me as Pe wanted
to talk to me. Ireached the office next to Shams's. Hamza
tried to convince me of dissociating myself from Ikhwans. [
was tired of such conversation. He p;ormsed to return my
money confiscated by them, if I followeq his directions.
Simifarly', I was to be rewarded by Nasser, if 1 betrayed th’e
Ikhwans. He told me to exercise reason aqd follow Shams’s
instruction. I just listened to him but did not ma]ge aﬁy
reply. However, when he suggested how I could avoid the
gallows, I asked him whether he was able to release the
urine, if it was withheld in his system. He re@urned me to

the cell and I kept on thinking about the trial. Thotll(gl(;
they were in power, I could not understand why tht_ay as de

me not to tell the truth to the court. It woul(.i be indee ha
drama. They perhaps wanted others to believe that t 13
Ikhwans wanted to kill Nasser and to the effect they I}e

confessed. But Allah failed them, f"or the outcome was just
reverse of their expectation. Nothing could be more tragic

than the fact that they presented Col. Wajwi on the jury.

Good News - .
In the above conditions I saw a dream in which I found

myself standing in a field which, I was told, was the court tg
decide our case. Walls began to appear‘and then I fo.urlx1 :
myself in a bigger field covering the entire earth. A hi t
started coming out of the sky a.nd _I saw the Holy Proph_ti.‘e
Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam standing bgfore myself w. ti; :
facing Ka’aba: I heard him saying "O Zainab! Listen to the
Truth carefully" I heard a voice penetrating the ent1
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iverse, "Courts representing evil would be set up whose
dgement would be likewise evil. You are the bearers of
e trust and the guides. You should be patient and tell
hers to do the same. Be in touch with one another and
ar Allah so that you might be guided.” These remarks
hoed. I was moved strongly. As the voice came to the end,

fhe Prophet Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam asked me to climb

the mountain where I would meet Hasan Huzaibi and I
ould convey him this Message. The way the Prophet Sal-
hu Alaihi Wasallam looked at me put me in a trance.
ough The Prophet Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam did not

elf say a word I felt he intended to convey the message
h I had followed. The Prophet Sallallahu Alaihi
allam pointed out towards the mountain and I found
rself climbing it up. On my way I met Khalida and Aliya
zaibi and I asked them whether they would be eoming
h me to which they replied in affirmative. As I went
ad 1 found Umayya Hameed Qutub and Nazima Isa
om I asked the same question. Finally I reached the top

b the mountain on which was laid a carpet and Huzaibi was

d in the centre. Ashe saw me, he rose to greet me and
ery happy about my visit. I told him that I had to con-
the Prophet’s (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam) message.
however, had already received the Message. We thanked
The Prophet’s (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam) mes-
was thus spiritually conveyed. As I sat with Huzaibi, I
nd two nude women in a train passing below the moun-
n. I drew Huzaibi’s attention to it, who also felt sore
put it. I asked him whether he disliked them. He said, -
" Do you think we have reached here on our own? It is
Allah’s favour. You should not worry about the two wo-
n. I said, "We should strive to reform them." Huzaibi as-
d whether I could do so on my own. I told that it was pos-
only with Allah’s help. Huzaibi said, "We must thank
for His favours.”" And he raised his hands as if thank-
lah and I joined him and it was then that I woke up.
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Now there was nothing to fear me. I was feeling a kind
of satisfaction and confidence, for the dream had driven out
all my pain and worries, as Allah says: I would forgive those
who migrate in My cause, are driven out from their houses
and are tortured. I would admit them to gardens beneath
which would be flowing streams of milk and honey. Allah
has the best reward to offer. You should not be taken in by
those who disobey. O Faithfuls! You should be patient and
tell others to do the same. Be in touch with one another
and fear Allah, for you may get Guidance.”

The Appointed Day

When we got up on the day of judgement we were
taken to the office. Around 8 O’ clock the jail was full of
police and military personnel. They were so many in num-
ber as if they were in some battle ground. We boarced a
vehicle which was surrounded by armymen. We were put in
a cage as we entered the court. We were forty-three in
number: (1) Syed Qutub (2) Muhammad Yusuf Hawash (3)
Abdul Fattah Abudah Ismail (4) Ahmad Abdul Majeed Ab-
dul Sami (5) Sabri al-Kaumi (6) Majdi Abdul Aziz Mutaw-
wali (7) Abdul Majeed al-Shazli (8) Abbas Saeed al-Seesi (9)
Mubarak Abdul Azeem Mohmood Ayyad (10) Farooq Ahmad
Ali al-Manshavi (11) Faiz Mohd Ismail Yusuf (12) Mamduh
Darvesh Mustafa al-Dairi (13) Mohd Ahmad Mohd Abdur
Rehman (14) Jalaluddin Bakri Desavi (15) Muhammad Ab-
dul Moatti Tbrahim al-Jazzar (16) Muhammad al-Mamun
Yahya Zakariya (17)' Ahmad Abdul Halim al-Saruji (18)
Salah Muhammad Khalifa (19) Syed Sa’aduddin al-Syed
Shareef (20) Muhammad Abdul Moatti Abdur Raheem (21)
Imam Abdul Lateef Abdul Fattah Ghais (22) Kamal Abdul
'Aziz Salam (23) Fawad Hasan Ali Mutawwali (24) Muham-
mad Ahmad al-Baheéri (25) Hammad Hasan Saleh (26)
Mustafa Abdul Aziz al-Khazeri (27) Al-Syed Nazeli Muham-
mad Auziah (28) Marsi Mustafa Marsi (29) Muhammad
Badee Abdul Majeed Muhammad Saami (30) Muhammad
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dul Munaim Shaheen (31) Mahmood Ahmad Fakhri (32)
hmood .Izzat Ibrahim (33) Salah Muhammad Abdul Haq
) Halrm Muhammad Sadiq Hathawat (35) Ilham Yahya
dul Majeed Badvi (Female) (36) Abdul Munaim Abdur
uf Yusuf Ar_fat (87) Muhammad Abdul Fattah Razzaq
areef (:.38) Zamab al-Ghazali al-Jabili(39) Hameeda Qutub
) Mohiuddin Halal (41) Sulaiman Usmavi (42) Mustafa
Alam. The last person in our list was Ali Ashavi who had
ome 2 turn-coat by selling Deen for the material gains.
As we entered the court and the unjust persons oc-

v pied seats as judges, our names were called out one by

and we were asked whether we had an jecti

.ut the court. We replied, "We are not op%oi).(]ieit)mif
dpals but to the law itself which is other than the one
dained by Al.lah which alone should be decisive."

After the interrogation it was told that the judgement
ting to Zainab al-Ghazali and Hameeda Qutub will be
de separate and so we were taken out. We greeted some
the .farmly members present in the court. We were
ked in a room till the court dispersed and then sent back

b jail. It was the 10th of April and we lived in the prison

17th May 1966 in order to witness the drama of our




CHAPTER VI

.-TheCoui‘t :

n the 17th May morning we were produced before the
presided over by Col. Wajwi. He was looking very
Other members of the Jury were on his right while a
ournalists surrounded the attorney. They started
g our photographs. One of them was Abdul Azeem who
f to visit the women’s centre. I told Abdul Azeem "O
ful Azeem! Please preserve those photos, for we may
Japs need them. He expressed his consent but he was~
par-stricken that his voice trembled as he spoke to me.
P seconds later I found him away. I asked the jour-
Bs of their business. Wajwi went ahead with proceed-
kand first he called out my name. I was prepared to -
r him. The questions he asked had no link with the
interrogation. I told him that I had never made any

statement. I replied to only two questions. Wajwi
"Hasan Huzaibi states that the: four thousand
given by you to him were stolen by you from your
’s income.” I replied, "The amount was the dona-
r the food and other necessities of the imprisoned
These were the thousands families. ruined by

n 1954." On hearing my reply Wajwi looked as if he
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was stung by somre scorpion. He, however, persisted in his "Be silent! _
queries: "Why were you worried about this amount? Why ai ° &?ent. Shut up! What are you saying?” What
did Abdul Fattah Ismail visit you in the hospital? - Did you bmea‘.‘s- and he repeated it which made the whole
send him to your house to take away this money from the burst into laughter, for the judge did not know the
safe for its onward transmission to Huzaibi?" I answered, ning of Uswah. Nasser used to appoint such persons.
"Qince the amount was a trust of family whereas the money, not thiy prove harmfgl to him? While seated I started
in fact, belonged to the Mujahids" Wajwi said, "You in- o (‘; ‘*}t ignorance is such corruption that brings in
tended to buy weapons with this money. Huzaibi expresses he &2 OT‘;IVII' Or}e should see the champions of justice
his ignorance about this amount. You have certainly misap- od ty' e session ended and we returned to jail and
propriated your husband’s money." The attorney inter- 0 our respective cells. Later I was punished for
rupted by telling that I had told Hameeda to charge exor- g a piece of my mind in the court.
bitant taxes. I denied this charge. The attorney asked 3 eys
whether Syed Qutub was telling a lie. I said, "May Allah t&gall:tﬂl)fryhah. _
save him from falsehood.” This resulted in an outburst of sumi in 5) aving some relief after the trial. Yet I
filthy abtises heaped up by the attorney. I was shocked to t some ed again for interrogation and I was asked
hear such filthy words inside the court. Was the diabolical ito stalp;srtgoqs. When I expressed my ignorance, I was
force bent on doing away with all norms and morals in f tortu ac}ng the wall and I was subjected to many
Egypt? Wajwi stopped interrogating me. I therefore, B ooened re. It continued during the trial also. Has it
returned. Then Hameeda presented hereself after record- d:l:ps 0? ng.i".ny c?ourt? Did such a thing take place in
ing her statement she also returned. Then the attorney egide ¢ f iliyah? No, nothing of that sort took place,
made his statement which was hardly a statement for being nt from history.
replete with abuses, insinuation and filthy words. It was a Judgement is P
darkness which was covering everything in the court. I was f The da bhn 3 d ronounced
enraged to see this embodiment of evil. AsIrose to say @ ceda w};r © ;1 gement was to be pronounced, I and"
word, Wajwi thought I had given in owing to the speech b securit © sea ;d,m a vehicle followed by another car-
made by the attorney and he, therefore, allowed me to i we Wery; gtauﬁr S-t We waited for our turn in a room.
speak. :After a pause I said, "In the name of Allah the bvears rizoro en to a hall Whe}'e an officer announced,
Benificient and the Most Merciful, we are the inheritors of : andgall lﬁs impresonment is awarded to Zainab al-
the Book and Guards of Shariah. For us the Prophet Sal- Allah. O e; property 1s confiscated.” I said; "Praise
lallahu Alaihi Wasallam is the Model. We would continue 2d for Tnlths ov““(ld not grow weak in the Cause of Al-
following the Path of the Truth so as to make Tawheed and ful. Next we H::: ould be victorious, if we remain
the Prophethood ascendant and Ummah may start practis’ ed to ten ve was Hameeda Qutub’s turn who was sen-
ing it. Allah is far above than transgressors and He alone 18 b kept on SZ z;r 8 r:gorous. imprisonment. I embraced her
sufficient for us." Turning to the judge and the attorney e fi htinYI ne, h e praise to Allah. Glory be to Allah.
said, "In this evil game, Allah is sufficient and the Best to 4 " %Vhil gnt e‘.Cause for upholding the Quran and
Justice." My statement made Wajwi hysterical, who starte Bymber of nfhsayl ng'lt we reached a field where we found
- er o wans sitting in vehicles. We were worried
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about them also. As they saw us, they asked us of the
judgement. I told them the sentence was for twenty five
years for me and ten years for Hameeda for fighting in the
Cause of the Islamic State. I enquired after Syed Qutub,
Brother Abdul Fattah, Yusuf Hawash and others and I was
told that t_.ey have to sacrifice in this Cause. I thought
they have been sent to the gallows. I prayed to Allah for ac-
cepting our sacrifice aiming at the establishment of the Is-
lamic State in which the Quran and Sunnah would be as-
cendant. Sifwat and other prison officers came to us and
put us in a small car. As the newsmen rushed to take our
photographs I tried to break the camera of one of them ac-
cusing them of being in collusion with the unjust rulers.
On our return to prison we were punished for this act.
After the pronouncement of the judgement Hameeda and
myself were lodged separately.

A Few Moment for Allah’s Will

Five days after the judgement Brother Syed Qutub
along with Sifwat and the prison incharge came to my cell.
I greeted Syed Qutub and told that these were the most
precious moments in our life, granted by Allah, so that we
could sit together. We discussed about death and said that
it was in the hands of Allah alone and no one other than Al-
lah can decide death. Allah has ordained us to surrender
ourselves before Allah. He talked to Hameeda also. As he
whispered to us. Sifwat got angry and the meeting ended.
The unjust person thus tried to stamp all goodness. The
Imam told us to be patient and left. -

Last Bargaining before the Hanging

The night preceding the hanging, Hameeda was called
to office. Hameeda rendered the following account of her
encounter: "Hamza showed me the order for hanging and
said that the govt. was ready to make concession, if Syed
Qutub fell in line with the govt. He said that Qutub’s death
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uld be a loss to Egypt. We cannot believe that after a few
ars we would lose him. We are prepared to follow any
 in order to spare him. His statement of just a few sen-
ices can save himself from death. Since no one other
n you can influence him, you should take the initiative.
1 are the most suitable person for this job. You convey
message which might solve the problem, He should
say that the movement has some foreign links and on
h grounds he would be set free." I said, "You as well as
sser know that our Movement has no links with any
ntry or power." Hamza replied, "Everyone knows that
 are fighting for Islam and you are the best of people.
‘wish to save Syed Qutub." I agreed to conveying his
ssage to Syed Qutub and I was readily taken there by Sif-
. I narrated him the whole incident. He looked at me
chingly, for he wanted to know whether I was also con-
ced of the same. I hinted that if it is true, no power on
arth could stop him from the truth. Sifwat left me
to talk him in confidence. Now I narrated him again
e details of my conversation and told that I was shown
rder for hanging and was pursuaded to convey this
8sage to him. My brother asked me whether I would be
py with this decision, to which I answered in negative.
said that men have no control on doing anybody good or
. Life is in the Hands of Allah. Men can not decide
my age, for Allah alone has control over it. He en-
passes everything. V

# Evil Ones Enforce their Decision

After a few days we heard to our utter shock, the news
e hanging of Syed Qutub Shaheed, Abdul Fattah
ed and Muhammad Hawash Shaheed. Each one of
was a Righteous Mujahid so dear to us. I was in a
mma how to console the two sisters of Syed Qutub and
to share their grief. What could I do. It was a great
edy and the Struggle and Death in Allah’s cause was no
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ordinary matter. Syed Qutub was a first rate commentator
of the Quran and Daee. He was unique in making the
Quranic Exposition and interpretation. He adhered to the
tenets of Islam. Was not he the author of the great com-
mentary "In the shade of Quran" which opened a new door
to the reflection on Allah’s Book and to fresh insights into
his commands and about their enforcement? He is the per-
son who wrote clearly in his commentary on the Surah
Anaam about the Right Path and where it lays. To his
credit stand also titles such "Social Justice in Islam", "Islam
the Religion of Future" "Manazir-e-Qiyamat,” "al-Tasweer
Al-Fanni fi al-Quran" and "This Religion of Islam" and
twenty books on Quranic studies: It was difficult to over-
come the grief. One should go through his work, "Jadah wa
Manzil” to know what prompted his death sentence. Imam
Qutub exerted his energy to the full in Islamic reawakening
so as to bring about the end of the hegemony of the two su-
per powers and thus make the Islamic Shariah supreme
over Jahiliyyah. Islamic revival stands for the downfall of
both Russia and America and the rising of Shariah as the
most potent Force in the world. This would prove that
Muslims are the best people for mankind. God willing, One
day it would happen so, though to the chagrin of un-
believers.

Last Days in the Prison After the Judgement

The day the judgement was enforced I saw Syed Qutub
in dream telling me that he was not one of them and I
found myself with the Prophet Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam
in Madina. I related the dream to Hameeda. The next day
after the hanging as I was invoking Allah, I fell asleep and
heard in dream someone telling that Syed is in the seventh
Heaven. I related this dream also to Hameeda who agreed
with me and she wept also. 1 said the dream was from God
for our consolation.
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' We spent our day in such hardships which are,

era.]ly speaking, unbearable. We thought of leading a

ra_lble life in the name of enquiry and hoped it would

mtl} the trial. But every day I was called in the office

until my return Hameeda used to pray for my safety.
my return I told her that the oppressors have arrested
e more Muslims. I was asked about persons unknown

e. They, in fact, intended to implicate me, for they
ugzlt the twenty five years rigorous imprisonment insuf-
ent.

- We cqunted days in prison in the atmosphere sur-
ged with tension. For a moment we could not relax.
on.ly.consolation was the recitation of the Quran, as Al-

as rightly said, "Our remembrance gives peace to the

." We read also newspapers provided by Hamza for the

ey lent by us. The newspapers gave an idea of the out-
le world as we came to know about those who were not in

t’prison. Our stay in. the prison was full of misery, for
Be after another conspiracy was hatched and we were in-

gated and Zainab had to bear the brunt.

Death of My Husband

After the delivery of the judgement I asked Hamza to
ge fox" my meeting with my husband. When he did not
up, I insisted on it. When the prison officer asked me

I want to give him relaxation in our matrimonial al-

. Hamza rudely told, "Nasser would go ahead with his
and he would kill you gradually instead of sending you

e gallows." I replied, "Allah is Mighty. Nasser or the
e world cannot make a leaf fall without Allah’s
nt." Hamza said, "We would soon bring to you divorce
r8." I dubbed them beasts and returned to my cell. It
difficult to pass days. Once while reciting the Quran in
prayers I dozed and saw my husband’s name in the list
he dead persons. When I woke up I prayed to Allah be
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merciful to him. I heard Hameeda also repeating the same
prayer which was quite surprising. I did not, howevgr relate
her my dream. Isaw again the same dream. On Friday, as |
was glancing at newspapers I found the news of my
husband’s death. I recited Kalima and prayed for his place
in the Paradise. Nonetheless, I broke down afterwards and
fainted. A doctor was called in. After a few days my family
members visited and I was told that my gentle husband,
Haji Muhammad Salim, was forced by Nasser’s regime
either to divorce me or to go behind the bars. For making a
decision my husband asked for some time but he was asked
to decide at the spur of the moment. A lawyer with divorce
papers was already there. While signing the divorce papers
my husband said that by Allah he was not doing so on his
own. He wanted to be with me for ever. He was ill and on
hearing my sentence his condition worsened. His property
and companies were already ruined by Nasser which had
upset him greatly. Soon after the divorce the matter was
over and my family came to know it afterwards. My sister
was 80 angry on knowing it that she removed his
photograph from the drawing room. I, however, opposgd
her action for besides being my husband he was a worker in
the cause of Islam.
would continue till my last breath. Even before our mar-
riage we were close to each other in terms of a similar faith
and this Brotherhood is eternal. I was told that my famiy
members had joined his burial which ¢onsoled me. In loneli-
ness I was reminded of the Dream in which I had seen the

Prophet. Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam When I compared,

the dates of my Dream with that of the divorce the two
were the same. I saw in the Dream the Prophet Sallallahu
Alaihi Wasallam dressed in white followed by Hasan
Huzaibi clad in white dress and cap. I was standing there
along with other ladies including Hazrat Ayesha. I thought
they were her friends and she was advising them-
Meanwhile the Prophet Sallallahu Alaiki Wasallam
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hed there and told Ayesha to have patience and Hazrat

sha onwards told me the same. When I got up, I related

dream to Hameeda and prayed to Allah to endow me
ith patience. I was prapared for a new trial and so I turned
im Who grants invocations to give me persever~~ce.

Neighbours Join

On a winter night I heard a lot of noise in the cell
g mine. When I opened the door someone asked me to
the medicine for controlling vomitting which I did.
day I came to know that the Prime Minister of Yemen
twenty other persons were lodged in the cel'! whereas
ikh Aeriani was in the adjoining room. I was not,
ever, shocked to know these reports, for I was prepared
any shocking news. Is not it a fact that at the time of
British invasion of Egypt many Egyptian were lodged in

don prison? Did Bonaparte fetch Egyptian prisoners to
s?

ser Should be Prosecuted

Do I have the right to ask why Nasser was not
ecuted for his crimes? Had it so happened, Egypt could
a better place in history. If Egypt does not wash her
ds off the blood of Ikhwans, things would turn worse.
anul Muslimeen stands exonerated, for it boldly con-
ed such crimes. Nasser betrayed the organisation in
early stage while it supported Nasser. The moment
r was exposed, Ikhwans opposed them with full con-
on. The battle between the Truth and falsehood en-
d in 1954 and again in 1965 in the cause of the revival
n. The diabolical forces knew well that the Ikhwans
part of history and that they have been exposed. Those
nd the bars would relate their woeful tales. The battle
965 stands as the proof of the courage of those born
ng Nasser’s regime, who abused grossly his powers.
generation of faithful Muslims made Nasser mad who
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idea made me turn myself wholly to Allah and I was
reminded of the Quranic verse that "verily Allah has taken
the lives and property of Muslims in return for the
Paradise.” I recalled also such couplets: "If I die in the state
of Islam, I don’t bother how I die." "At the time of the dead
end I wondered why I did not take care earlier." "If some-
body wants to live for a day more than his appointed time,
he cannot do so." "One should, therefore, take death
patiently, for nobody can achieve permanence." I was pul-
led out of my thoughts by Hameeda and we found ourselves
standing in front of Qanatir jail.

The Nightmare

We entered the prison gate and were taken to the office
of the jail Commissioner, where our luggage was scruti-
nised. It was night time and our persons were searched
again and we were provided with prisoners’ dress, we were
put in a room which had no doors and a broken cot lay
there. The room was attached to a big hall of three wards
in which ladies were lodged. Later on, I learnt all of them
were involved in theft, drug smuggling, murder and im-
moral acts. As the night approached we said Isha prayers
and tried to sleep. We could not sleep for a moment. Every-
thing was covered with darkness and immorality was on its
height. I found persons there devoid of all humanity. It
was agonishing to watch it and we spent a sleepless night in
prayers to Allah, for this alone can pacify the soul. As it
dawned we prayed to Allah for our deliverance.

It is impossible for me to forget the night, for Hameeda
often fell unconscious. I tried to help her by telling that
our struggle calls for patience and Allah would certainly
grant us patience. In the prison we were humiliated, tor-
tured, whipped and starved. Yet these hardships bore no
comparison to the inhuman deeds watched by us that night.
We saw a host of women driven by lust and pleasures of the
flesh. They appeared to be shorn of all modesty and nobi-

Shift To Qanatir Prison

Behaving like animals they were overpowered by their
ual derives. To us they appeared as a wild and untamed
al moving to and fro. In so doing they were assisted by
forces of evil and atheism. In such a horrible and suf-
ting atmosphere it dawned and I heard the call for Fajr

: yers. Without thinking any more about them we con-

trated on praying to the Most Compassionate and the
ost Merciful. We implored Him for His patronage. After
w hours I requested the jailor to arrange for my meeting
h the Commissioner and we were called in after a hour.

ew Kind of Trial
As we reached the Commissioner he told us that visits
canteen and interviews were not to be granted and we
ld be treated worse than other prisoners. I said, "We
e not come to meet you for any such thing. We have to
uest you" But the Commissioner cut my sentence short
asked whether we wanted to meet him. I told that we
nded to meet him in connection with changing our
8, for we did not like to be placed in a cage. He asked us
larify the point and threatened to send us back to the
n to face more hardships. I pleaded that I could not
in a place fit only for animals. He shouted that he was
Commissioner while we were mere prisoners and or-
ed the guards to take us out. I said, "We would better
in the courtyard but we would, in no case return to the
He again threatened to shoot us dead for non-
apliance of his order. To this I replied, "Death is far bet-
than such a life. Allah alone has control over life. To
t your hands is to attain Martyrdom." We were sent
. to the prison yard. The lady jailor was later sum-
d by the Commissioner and we' were called in for
king. We went upstairs for checking where I found in a
ward of twenty beds. After an hour the lady entrusted
h checking entered and she asked how much the income
We did not get anything out of her term. She put us
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in a row of lady criminals referred to as "Income" by the ..

lady. These were the persons shorn of values and morality eace and power. Degradation is an outcome of your own
and on this account they had been sent behind the bars, sdeeds, for y ou no more s_eek guidance from Allah’s
We heard the jailor crying "Today’s income is 45, of which ok. By 'Allah’ .lf we help Him, He wou.l d help us. If we
25 for immorality, 15 for fornication and ill-manners three ve firm conviction about Is.lam and refrain from all that is
for theft and two for political reasons” Hameeda and lrblddgn, Allah would certainly help us. He would give us
myself were branded political prisoners. I left the row and firotection and _thus enable us to be ascendant on t.he earth.
was joined by Hameeda. When the lady jailor asked us, we 'ji -forces of evil would be routed and we would gain power,
-told we had no link with other prisoners. She, however, - we adhere to the Book and Sunnah, fo.”' Obedience 'to Al-
scolded us for our pride. We insisted on isolating ourselves pan ensures success, ascendacy and beautiful gardens in the
from others. She then asked whether others were inferior aven. " . . . .

to us in any degree. I just ignored her question. Other .Hazrat Umf,ar says, "Muslims gained victory owing to
criminals were taken to a cell while we were told to stay aeir opponents’ disobedience to Allah. Had it been not so,
there. The lady doctor enquired after us and took us to a im could not have the power to defeat, for mgshms
room which was later on closed. After a few moments I no such resources and number. Sq 1f‘we also disobey
heard people crying, wailing and weeping. The whole at- 8llah, they would win over us.." Our indifference to the
mosphere was surcharged with sorrow and thus we came to ok and.Sunnah has resulted in our.defeat:, and degrada-
know of the incident. I talked to myself thus: "What are n and it wou}d go on. For ’, the disobedience to Allah
you witnessing? Oh nation! Who is there to help you? \gs about failure, degr adatlon., weakness.’ decay and
Your tragedies have mounted and this tragedy is very deep. ar lapses, followed by a continuous punishment. So
Our nation had to suffer tragedies one after another such 0 follow Me would face no n.'usfprtu.ne and those who are
that of the death of morals, of persons and finally that of different t:,o Me,_for them life is difficult. Such felloxvs
5th June. Super powers helped the Jews become so power- uld be rqsed bhnd_ on the ?..ast Dz?y . _He would s"ay » "0
ful and that is why they have usurped Arab lands. They are d, why did You raise me blind Whlle.l was not so.” Your
now supreme. Ithought what sort of life we are leading. Is- d would reply, "You received Our signs but y ou forgot
lam, fraternity, self-respect and modesty all virtues are gem. So.have We forgotten you. This is how We PumSh
being stamped out. Muslims are not even free to breathe. d1sbe11evers an:i transgressors. This penalty in the
There are persons who have ruined both Islam and Mus- eafter}s eternal . .

lims. The real lovers of Islam are those who fight against My mind was lost in thoughts and the tragic events had
forces of evil, ne whatever its form be. They alone can lend such a train of thought.’ I was also feeling pamcky -
supremacy to us. This can help the mankind also progress awakened by Hamee('ia s voice. I found my self in a
and move towards its destination while bowing to Allah not d cell. We had no idea of our surroundings. Once
withstanding the hardships and sacrifices to be made in this g advant;age'of the care} essness of t:he lady guards we
cause." v ged to get cigarette which had a miraculous effect on

I heard some whispers. O travellers in the way of the : gtvevr rlrilgc):’h ;I)OW tour doors ren:;med Of ent}for lgpg gnd
Truth! , isper. ‘ 4 i out our surroundings. In the adjoining
th! Don’t whisper. Move ahead not slowly but with con there was a lady with a child. No one knew about her

156
157



Days From My Life

husband. In other room there was another woman suffer-
ing, for her misdeeds, from T.B., patients with epidemic dis-
eases were there in a big ward. A large toilet was there at
the corner of the building. We were directed to use the
same toilet so as to catch same epidemic diseases. I found
in some comfortable rooms some women of whom the
nationality was known. The bathroom there also was good.
This part was known as Hailton. Once a lady prisoner gave
us some food and we were much impressed by it. We felt
there were still traces of humanity. We requested the lady
guard to allow us to use that bathroom but she told that it
was meant for the lady doctor and Jew prisoners. I asked
her to clarify her statement. She explained that six Jew
ladies such as Madam Marseel and Madam Lous were there.
They walked freely and nobody objected to it. Their lodging
as well as food was quite good. All of them were arrested on
the charge of passing on secret information. She asked me
to seek lady doctor’s permission. The jailor, however,
refused our request, for that bathroom was exclusively for
Jews.

Human Element in Staunch Enemies

I was busy reciting the Quran. These days I spent with
Hameeda. Once a fair-complexioned lady entered and gree-
ted us. She asked my name and said that despite the
ideological differences we were riding the same boat. We
should not therefore have any reservations. However, out-
side the prison our destihations are too different. At the
moment both of us are faced with difficulties. She ex-
plained that she had managed to come to us by deceiving
the security personnel so that we might cooperate with
each other. I thanked her. Then she said, "We have food
items, though in a little quantity. We should share them.
None of these articles is unlawful for we Jews like you Mus-
lims do not eat pork." Thus after every few days Marseel
brought us food and she found a way for our using her
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et. Hameeda, however, felt bad about her favours. I told
- that Allah provides ways and means from any source.
. fioes not oppress His creatures. Nor does He keep
m 1n perpetual torment. We have no alternative other

that .of leading our lives without surrendering any of
Islamic traits. We saw humanity in a Christian lady
or who often helped us. It was surprising how she

ped us in a place where monetary considerations were
uppermost.

.The proud lose sight of their ultimate end of death.
ile forgetting about their own death they inflict all sorts
orture on Allah’s creature, though Allah’s laws continue
rapng uninterruptedly such as the alternation of day
night, replacement of a generation with another, decay

e'hun}an body and the expulsion of souls. No one can
against 1t. |

Then why do ye not
(Intervene) when (the soul
Of the dying man)
Reaches the throat,--

‘And ye the while
"(Sit)looking on,

;But We are nearer

r

If ye are exempt

vrom (fuiure) account,

Call back to the soul, -

If ye are true

{In your claim of Independence?)
© (LVI:83-87)
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In our hectic life the reality seems to be lost. Many
persons in thé Qanatir prison were giving an account of
Nasser’s death in a sorrowful mood. By Allah we were not
cursing, for the Day of Death is appointed. Death is bound
to approach, for, man can neither escape nor avoid it.
Death is, no doubt, a sign for mankind to feel fear and to
realise his mortality. It reminds man of getting into senses
and avoiding oppression, for these will be of no avail. Glory,
property and children: everything will be left behind by
him and man will be presented before Allah as a newly born
baby: ’

If thou couldst but see
How the wicked (do fare)
In the flood of confusion
At death!--the angels
Stretch forth their hands,
(saying), "Yield up your souls:
this day shall ye receive
Your reward,--a penalty
Of shame, for that ye used
To tell lies against Ged,
And scornfully to reject
Of His Signs!"

*And behold! ye come -
To Us bare and alone
As We created you

For the first time:

Ye have left behind you
All(the favours) which
We bestowed on you

We see not with you
Your intercessors
Whom ye thought to be
Partners in your affairs

So now all relations

Between you have been

Cut off, and your (Pet)fancies
Have left you in the lurch.

It was not We that wronged them:
They wronged their own souls;
The dieties, other than God,
Whom they invoked, profited them
No whit when there issued

The decree of they add aught

(To their lot)but perdition!

Such is the chastisement

Of thy Lord when He chastices
Communities in the midst of
Their wrong: grievious indeed,
And severe is this chastisement.
In that is a sign

' For those who fear
. The Penalty of the Hereafter:

That is a Day for which mankind
Will be gathered togefher:

That will be a Day

Of Testimony.

Nor shall We delay it

But for a term appointed

The Day it arrives,

° No soul shall speak

Except by His leave

Of those(gathered)some
Will be wretched and some
Will be blessed.

Shift To Qanatir Prison

Those who are wretched shall be in the fire:

There will be for them
Therein(nothing but) the heaving
Of sighs and sobs.

They will dwell therein
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For all the time that

The heavens and the earth
Endure, excepts as thy Lord
Is the(sure) Accomplisher
Of what He planneth.

. And those who are blessed
Shall be in the Gardens
They will dwell therein
For all the time that
The heavens and the earth
Endure, except thy Lord
Willeth: a gift without break.

(X1:101-108)

In other words, someone’s death or return to Allah does
not make much change for the sincere servents of Allah, for
death is a law of nature hence one should not be panicky
over it. However, to them the important thing is to lead life
in accordance with Allah’s commands and to fight per-
sonally for making Tawheed ascendant. After death, they,
like others, have to present their account and on its basis
one will be either punished or rewarded. The fight for Is-
lam is not an individual’s fight. It stands for the fight of the
Truth against falsehood or of faith against unbelief or of

Obedience to Allah against polytheism, atheism and -

idolatory. Death is inevitable and one who is to die shall die

‘or will be martyred-but a Muslim slain in this cause will be
admitted to Paradise of the Lord, which besides being vast
is provided with streams an‘d gardens. Martyrs are, in fact,
alive:

fMy devotees!

No fear shall be

On you that Day,

Nor shall ye grieve,

Being those who have believed
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In Our signs and bowed

(Their wills to Ours)in Islam,

14 Enter ye the Garden,

Ye and your wives,

! In (beauty and ) rejoicing.

To them will be passed

P Round, dishes and goblets

' £ Of gold: there will be
There all that the souls
Could desire, all that
The eyes could delight in:

~ And ye shall abide
Therein(for ever)
Such will be the Garden
Of which you are made

Ye shall have therein
;Abundance of fruit, from which
¥e shall have satisfaction

" (XLIL68-73)

ose who die in the state of disbelief and for disbelief
be doomed to Hell. Who can know what is hell which
her perishes not keeps one alive. It will scar the whole
On the complete decomposition of the skin another
will be provided so that one might feel the pain. One
surrounded by fire. On one’s request for water, boil-
vater, bitter in taste, will be served which will keep one

For them will be

Fhe Fire of Hell:
No term shall be determined
For them, so they should die,
Nor shall its penalty
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Be lightened for them.

Thus do We reward

Every ungrateful one,

Therein will they Cry

Aloud(for assistance):

*Our Lord! Bring us out:

We shall work righteousness,

Not the (deeds)we used

To do"--Did We not

Give you long enough life

So that he that would

Should receive admeonition?

And(moreover)the warner

Came to you, so taste ye

(The fruits of your deeds):

For the wrong-doers

There is no helper.
(XXXV:36-37)

Thus the time would pass, as Allah wills and life spans
would continue to come to an end; for, none can go against
Allah’s will. The persons there were discussing Nasser’s
death and the atmosphere was marked by cries, moans and
wailing. Elegies betraying sheer hypocrisy and cringiness
started appearing every day. I was, however, reminded of
Sheikh’s remark that one who considers Nasser as the
guard of Islam is himself a disbeliever and he is the one who
has severed his ties with Islam and thus incurred loss in
both the worlds. We greeted the news of the return of one
to the Lord, for as the Quran says, "The tyrants would soon
know their end" The rumour was afloat in the Qanatir
prison thit Nasser’s death had no effect on us. Those at
the beck and call of their lords were greatly upset by our at-
titude. They gave vent to their anger and made it a point
that we should also mourn Nasser’s death.
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ement in the Scum

‘For the scum disappears

,I;ike froth cast out;

‘While that which is for the good
Of mankind remains

On the earth.

(X1II:17)

The flatters became active and for pleasing their
sters they did all they could. As a consequence, we were
treated cruelly and unfairly. The next morning as the
r opened, the lady jailor tried to hit me with a heavy
k on my head. Allah saved me otherwise my head could
» broken into peices. No action was taken against her.

e was not even reprimanded and she continued roaming
R if she was innocent. When my family members visited, I
ated them this cruel act. They contacted officials and
t them telegrams which alerted the Ministry of Justice.
uiries made into the incident not only confirmed my
port but pointed that she was a psychic patient. I,
ever, told the ministry that the enquiry was incon-
ve, for only the lady was not behind the attack on me.
as a conspiracy hatched by diabolicai forces. To punish
ppet is meaningless. Allah is, however, Mighty. This
kind of punishment was for me something unthink-
The community led astray by Allah can never be

w Trial ,
The morning of 9th August, 1971 presented to usa new

‘when the lady jailor rushed into my room to inform
hat I was called in by the Commissioner to his office. This
nusual meeting brought to our minds many doubts. Iwon-
.1 ered what new idea the forces of evil had in store. Will we
e held guilty of preaching Islam in the jail? Is there any
hews about my family? Many thoughts came to my mind;
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yet, I could not at all anticipate what fate had in store for
me.

When I reached the Commissioner’s office, I got my
release order. It was an odd situation, for, I was sentenced
to life imprisonment. Moreover, I felt worried about
Hameeda who had to live in such a dingy place while suffer-
ing all kind of torture. This idea sent tremor in my heart
and I cried involuntarily. "No, no! It will never happen. I
will never leave my daughter alone. You are mischievous
fellows bent on playing tricks." I was really enraged. The
Commissioner expressed his helplessness in making any
change in the orders stating that both my arrest and
release were finalised by higher authorities. After a few
moments I found myself standing along with Hameeda in
front of the Commissioner’s office where I had been called
in. I could not decide how to leave Hameeda alone whose
image was like an indelible imprint on my heart. How could
I desert her in such a horrible place. I was moved to the
depths of my being. Hameeda, however, tried to pacify me
by telling that it was Allah’s will, for all authority rests with
him. Allah is not forgetful of His creatures. When a lot of
time passed, the Commissioner directed Hameeda to greet
me and return to her cell. These memorable moments
passed quickly. We embraced each other with our hearts
pounding fast and heavy breaths. We were weeping also.
The Commissioner completed all the formalities and I
moved to my house with restless soul, broken heart and
tears in eyes. '

Final Bargaining

The vehicle carrying me suddenly changed its route
and I found myself in the enquiry office. I was made to stay
there from 2 O’clock t6 9 O’clock. Then I was taken to an
office where two officers asked me questions about Islam

and whether I would meet the Ikhwans again. I was lost in

the thoughts about Hameeda. So I told them that though
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h of us were sentenced to life imprisonments, she was
in prison. I told them that they wanted to make mis-
but Allah would never grant them success in their
es. He asked me to remain calm. I replied, "You
h to deceive, though Allah is watching you. His is the
word, though most of you do not know it." He said,
ainab! We cannot go against or deviate from the orders
ved from higher authorities." Then I was taken to
d Rushdi’s office who used to torture the faithful and
d to weaken faith. But alas! He seated me and con-
ated on my release. The gist of his talk was that I
stop all my Islamic activities, and I should not have
hn].: whatsoever with other brethren in Islam and
rts in his office at regular intervals. As he finished his
I replied, "I totally refuse to follow any of your condi-
Eyen I do not accept the release order. You better
ey it _to other officers and make me return to the
tir prison." Ahmad Rushdi smilingly said, "Anyway
Ikh_wans have compromised on these conditions."
g l.um short I said, "I think only good of Ikhwans. I
t give any opinion about the Ikhwans referred to by
However, I do not think your statement is true.
ans being the heirs to the truth strive for this Cause
ss they receive Allah’s help or they die"
The telephone bell rang and Ahmad Rushdi attended
‘.He talked on the phone to Ustad Abdul Munaim
ali and requested him to reach there. A few moments
o my brothers Abdul Munaim came and while weeping
[ £eeted me. Ahmad Rushdi asked him to act as the ar-
pr bef.ween him and me. My brother replied, Zainab is
Qer sister. I do not argue with her. Moreover, She is
In argumentation and rhetoric. Ahmad Rushdi said,
Zamab!, congratulations! You should refrain from the
c! Ik!lwans organisation and should not associat your-
L with 1.1;", I replied, "The armed Ikhwan organisation is a
fabricated by you. It is incumbent on Muslims to es-
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' tablish the Islamic State and make call to it as the Prophet
Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam and his companions did. This
should be the ideal of every Muslim, be he an Ikhwan or a

non-Ikhwan. When I returned home with my brother it was
3 A.M. of 10th August, 1971.

end of book D:\@ disk 29 |
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used to say that Zainab and Abdul Fattah Ismail have
alienated him from the new generation. A number qf
youths were trained and the best products were used in thls
battle such as the great jurisprudent, Syed Qutub, Abdul
Fattah Ismail who was a class by himself, and Muhammad
Hawash, a giant among the Islamic Movement workers. .

The days of prison were over and lkhwans rr.laintaln_ed
their high standards of boldness, courage, patience and
gentle manners. Nasser suffered humiliation on .5t,h June
when the prisoners’ camp was shifted to civil jail so that
those opposed to Nasser may be easily dealt with. On the
Last Day Nasser would face more humiliation. He, the
twentieth century Pharaoh, did so unbecoming things on
5th June. Those who create mischief in the world would be
degraded further in the Hereafter.

CHAPTER VII

Shift to Qanatir Prison

- I can never forget the day when on 3rd and 4th June
e doors of our cell opened at regular intervals and 1 found
ople discussing war and Palestenians. Among the par-
ipants of the discussion was a physician. I asked him
hether we would ever succeed in liberating Palestine. On
aring it he grew angry and asked me to clarify my stance.
old him he should better learn lessons, for as long as su-
power help the Zionist forces, it would not be possible
berate Palestine. The day Islam reigns supreme, Pales-
would be liberated. The doors of our cell did not open
th June morning. Suddenly the door opened and a
k soldier barged in anouncing Nasser’s victory. How-
, we kept quiet. At the time of Asr prayers Sifwat came
started beating me with a shoe crying that they had
victorious. He continued beating until Ilay uncon-
8. The soldiers threw away all my articles of daily use.
lunatic persons all of them were muttering about their
tory. Then Hameeda and myself were seated in a mili-
y vehicle packed with armymen. I was praying to Allah
-along and I thought the whole Nature had hoined me in
 prayers. Though Hameeda tried to pacify me, I con-
wed praying. While I was beaten and taken out of the
1 I believed they were taking me to the gallows. This

153




