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In Dedication To

The Noble Souls who spent their life in gaining their
Creator’s pleasure and in this state reached Him;

The Holy Blood which was spilled so that it may inspire
future generation lest they may forget their duties.

The Martyrs who strived for Islam in accordance with
Allah’s command and sacrificed even their precious
lives in this Cause. Thus they proved themselves not
only as the devout Servants of Allah in the earth but
also earned success and glory in the Hereafter.

The persons who prayed to Allah for an increase in
Faith and relied on His help.

' The Youth who did not budge in the face of hardships.

Oppositicn and antagonism could not deter them from
their path.

My Husband who remained my supporter till his last
breath. Even in the difficult times he continued sup-
porting me and in the same state he left for his
heavenly abode.

All Muslims of both the East and the West to whom my
autobiography is presented as a gift. I pray to Allah for
the acceptance of my venture and for making it useful
to everyone. May Our Lord pardon us for our sin, keep

up steadfast and grant us ascendancy over non-
believers. ‘

Zainab al-Ghazali
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Preface

- Often did I think of recording an account of mylife.
Nonetheless, I never thought of it worth~ attempting
hence the plan could not materialise. However, the impor-
tance of such a work dawned on me when my brothers and
sisters associated witk: the Islamic movement drew my at-
tention towards its significance. I, therefore, took it up as a
religious duty to record the events which I witnessed while
the Islamic Movement had an encounter with atheistic
forces in beth the East and the West. These diabolical
forees:dimed at not-only hampering the truth but also at

anziihilating all those who stood for the truth. Nonetheless,
the intrepid champions of the truth declared it unequivo-
cally- thdt both the Quran and Sunnah have been rendered

‘inopetative whereas they must be operative in the country.

And the Muslim Ummah has to canalise all its talents in
the- Bervice of Islam so as to highlight the values of
Tauheed; ‘gnosis and to establish a society steeped in God-

fearingness.- Such 'a move would also result in putting an

end ongce:for all to.all such customs which prevent one from
attaining  proximity to Allah and mislead one to wrong
paths: They mislead people so as to-make them subservient.
Only when one-follows the true path, the past glory of the
days of the Prophet’s Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam Com-
panions would -be restored.. The real success of the in-

habitants of the world lies in upholding the Islamic Move- '

ment. The:dingy:prison cells, brutal modes of punishments
and floggings have always boosted up the morale of those
engaged’insthe Causecof Islam. =« e
. Those:who strove for the path.of the truth have under- f
gone similar persecution. Since the gods of the day could
not dissuade; them.from pursuing the right path, punisk-
ments today'.can: hardly make any difference. One may,
however, ‘carry the fortress by logical arguments. These
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Days From My Life

having gone blind on possessing power can inflict all sorts of
punishments but they cannot mislead the righteous person.-
The right path is the one shown by Allah and His mes-
" gengers. Wrong paths are many and devil misleads people in
thousand and one ways. The Quran rightly points out that
the right path is only one which should be followed whereas:
the other paths are to be avoided so that one may not miss
the right path. Today the deliverance of the humankind lies
in following the right path and in adhering to the Quran
" and Sunnah.

Even in the prevalent conditions I foresee the success’
in that the Ummah has united in countering the atheistic
forces. 1 find the success Very close and do hope that the
Ummah would perfcrm the assigned role. I hardly feel

worried about the passage of time, for in the history of na--

tions and movements time is not so important. What is
more important is the fact how far we avoid the pitfalls and
perceive the truth. : &

We do believe we are following the right path and one
who joins our mission would add to the constructive work.
We should not neglect our duties. Nor should we fall back.
We know that all those fighting for the truth are doomed to
imprisonment for their opposition to evil. In compliance
with the wish of my bretheren 1 therefore present an-ac-
count of my life. Reference to certain events, no doubt, call

for courage. Nonetheless we should remember it well that

hell stands for all modes of torture’ while Islam is

synonymous with obedience.

.1 hope Allah would help me record my account which_

would guide those endowed with Iman. Ours should be the
right Path. 1 am firmly convinced that the Message
~ delivered by all Prophets culminated in the Mission of the
Prophet Muhammad Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam.. Those
ready to bear with hardships in the cause of the truth as-
semble under the Banner of the Quran and Sunnah by
Allah’s will. We have been launching the Islamic Movement

12

. | N Preface
wi til:s' c:cx:lt;::::in tﬁhalt'fwe v\(riould bear with all trials, for
Allah 18 e hife an ims in li
of Heavens. Those who are slain Ii)rrxoglei:thy’so ;1\3;1: lz;?tl:irllnl\fllleu
aI‘-

<ktyl'd0m. It has been Allah’
. both the Quran and the Biblz. command preached to us by

We co " "
that all g?:;,sey Salam" to .all Martyrs with the convicti
them who havare o the right path. "Salam" also to allml}
e an idea of goodness in them. It is quite poZ-

sible that Allah may guide them

Zainab al Ghazali
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 CHAPFERI .

. Ja'mmsbdul Ngssei.fﬁéféa‘;m

e evemng in F ebruary ,1964 as I was retummg home

-mm@ﬂ

o :hy ¢a¥;. another-car coming from the opposite direction” col-

Lagainst mine. I sustained injuries and lest: consclqus-

.Qmss :Ljust heard some one talking out my name.- When 1

.. Feagained conscigusness I found myself in the police hospital
- gurxounded by my- ‘hushand and relatives.and some workers

.+ nbsIslamic Movement. All-of them:looked worried. As I
i opened the. eyesI thanked Allah. and asked them of the ac-
% gident;but: again I fell unconscious. 'On recovery I found -

. 1ayselfin the company. of doctozs st nurses taking me to

Xrrayroom. [ recalled: the ievent:dnd heatd my husband

| mgx "Thank Allah! ’thamyow:hwe» been: saved: D-asked
-, afler-the car. driver and was told thit heé'was:alse: woll ‘and

- 'was hespitalised. Later on; I'learnt tha&thehad the brain in- -
- juty, Thie X-ray report-revealed that ' my thigh bone had

- bepn:fractured. .Iiwas taken to Mazhar Aashoer Hospital
where. Dr.-Muhammad Abdullak; . the ‘hone specialist, -

£ Owated&n me:for: three and half hours:. This:ioperation

- sayed.me; from further complications. As the days passed; I
learnt that the accident conspiracy had been hatched by the
Welllgeme department ‘of Nasser! Their aim was to kill

15
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me. Later reports and events confirmed their evil designs. A
group of Muslim youth lead by Brother Abdul Fattah Ab-
duhu Ismail used to visit me every evening. However, on

learning the details about the government conspiracy 1 re-

quested them to curtail their visits but they did not relent.

A few days later the secretary of the Muslim Women
Organisation came to put up a file to me, for I happened to
be its President. At that time my husband and my teacher’s
wife were also present. 1 noticed that my husband tried to
refrain the Secretary from presenting me the file. It came
as a shock to me and when I asked him of the reason for so
doirz, he justified it on the ground of medical advice. The
doctor examined me and advised me not to attend to any
work. My husband later told me that the file did not contain

any important papers.' I however protested and told that my

business was-only to put my signature. ‘He was, however,

firm in his stand. When I sought the doctor’s permission to
do some work while in bed, he also refused. This roused my
suspicion and I smelt something foul. 1 realised that the
mannet in which my husbarid, secretary and other visitors
talked to me smacked of something wrong.. One evening
when the secretary came to me I sternly asked him to tell
me . the news in presence of thy husband. As I took thefile
to:read, my husband appealed to me to remain calm and
show perseverance: The file -contained the official order
panning the Muslin:'Women Organisation headed’ by me.
The secretary said; *It-must natarally hurt you.* I replied,
rAlhamdulillah! But the government. does not have any
right, to ban an Islamic organisatiom"Hé replied, "No one
has the courage {0 convey it to:the government.rsWé tried
our hardest but Nasser is bent .on taking this action. He

personally dislikes you. He does not even want that anyone

shold mention your name to him. If someone ;mgdvertenﬂy
takes your name, he is provoked to fury and abruptly ends
his meeting." ‘ Coamt s

L veplied, "Thanks Allah that e fears me and is jealous
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of me whereas I am angry with hi
ofme : m angry with him on
N righatl;}; :;11118 {h&stlhty wquld 'inspire us tzc;::srix:toiimy it
T oy o
ed om.
g‘:gi::t ir(:ﬁhtfz\lr'hzisoever to disband the ;E:%lib arul enser
garisation, for ullah has asked Muslims to r in united
end o on insh(i)s d act against Allah’s Will. T(;Eam o,
ith tears in hi eyes, said, ."0 respectable lady! W:e;r e}tlary ’
Wi lokat r{?iufl:f orgamsgtion would not b(; disbagldop?
e looking in 1 »ergnt directions he said that -
the conversati was being taped. Then we had o -
o sound. He told me, "O Zainab! B Allahur hTear.
 pestly requ you to sign the paper. If you si 4 o
, your organisation would be held ;g:utggdpapﬁr,
voil."

- When I looked
at the . .
found that i paper, which I w. .
in the Sozfait-; was ‘fhe application form f::: :8 ked. to sign, I
Allah T woullgt Union. I'told 2im in no uncertanr;)numg myself
' l‘ecoghise never sign suCh a paper which .terms’ "By
and support the e ich binds me to

by vil headship of Nasser. Nasser is

 the blood of mo . es. His hands ;
onotheists. He is hostil are stained with

. stile to Allah and M

us-

g
g

secretary was all te
conel ars and asked
o | d;lded ttgg conversation thus: '?sot:l&ir op the matter. I
no ,,ﬁcumsrées i’vh'ces’ for it entails an agree'm:g? the paper in
ich is something impa V.b'lve nforlth dnt;boli-
and Twas dicchor the dave in hosnitel do.
T e S by
| cace up.

Soci_';‘lﬁist Union and Myself

€ secretary S

told Y who used to visit me ever

that the decision to } th:ﬁt me e;ery evening once
uslim women centre has

d- I 38 s i
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gotiations with me.

files to me and while taking bed-rest 1
of the Muslim
ital for the removal

to have some ne
present necessary
supervised the functioning

By the time 1 returned to hosp
had been released from prison.

plaster, Imam Syed Qutub
He came tu enquire after me the next day along with some
Ikhwan members. Once I received by registered mail a let-

ter containing the following particulars:

Arab Socialist Union
Freedom—Socialism—Unity

Name:
Zainab al Ghazali al J ubeli alias Zainab al-Ghazali

Position/Profession:

President Muslim Women Organisation

Unit:
al Basateen-al-Aaza

Tehseel:
New Egypt

District:
Cairo
d the letter by mail along

:th Russia in 1964

1 receive
agreement wit

Egypt entered into
reminded me of the days when we
ended the day we had the military coup- As my me

treatment was over 1 returned home.
regularly, invitations
however,
the docto
that perio

to the Sociali
the ma ;

r allowed me to g0 ah
d I used to carry 8 walking stick.

with the details how
enjoyed freedom which

1 used to receive
ist Union meeting. 1,
decided to sleep over tter. After a few days

' ead with my routine work. In

~

Jamal Abdul Nasser Hated Me

One morning while I was i

the tel e I was in the Muslim
one froexflh:;:e }S)eu. rang. The secretary tol dwn(l)m:]? Centre
e o hitn Wit Sole et e to cpoak to me. 1
asked him wvglat bSalam which was recipl‘ocatedto rIn‘hle. I
whether I would 1 usiness he had with me H en I
airport hosted b t‘;fd the FeceptiOn to Abdul Nassee asked
told him it is Aﬂah,e Mushm Women Executive m i ;:t the
W.. will send vohicles will which is supreme, He said, "0} I
to join the icles, should a large number of » 'O.K.
tion ‘came :ﬁceptlon'" Ijust said Ehanks and ‘;hwomen hke
i an end. After tw e conversa-
received a call from the Socialist %Ifiznthzeli d(;a&s I aﬁ
. 28 asking

_me why I had refused to joi Airpo
m to i
B Jjoin the recepti i
e b; tiilat all the members of the L’ﬁls?il:nawrz Ce l‘t ,
ab; lamic norms hence it would not be possielﬁe fi -
or us

b 3 .

p

L r .s m ,’" . -

“her question, "
ion, "Are not you willing to cooperate with us?" I

answered, .
Sunnah. W":’goaze bound in all our acts by the Qur
piety, as ordered (;J(;Ipl:lti:hb'?g on the basis of gOOdnefsl :‘;g
conversati ’ told her al !
At this SE:I':n:})tzl(lit such matters would ‘Z‘;:‘la;telephomc
Union in Abideen me to come to the office of thoeg pose.
I, however, r 80 that we could understand ocialist
b mawever, xegretted to do 80 on health gro d each other,
asked m isit the Muslim Wo and re-
St et hor bt e s
happen to b ocialist Union. To thi vaer | was
tionI.J Th‘l;los l;e a member of the MUSgr;h;:rl replied tht.lt I
the secretaryur conversation came to an en‘c)imzxflt Organisa-
September, 1 é’é:ssnteq t9 me a registered let'ter d:lt.;ead“l’eek
ontaining the government order no f;g

19



Days From My Life

of 16th February, 1964 which was the ban order on our or-
ganisation.

No to the Diabolical Forces ,

On September 15, 1964 the executive of the Muslim
Women Centre held an emergency meeting, for we had
received the ban order that day. The executive resolved to
accept the order or to give its belongings to the other or-
ganisation, for the other organisation had parted company
with us before Nasser’s coup and joined Nasser goon after
the revolution. The executive decided also to convene 2
meeting of all members within twenty-four hours. This
ting of the general body also turned down
the ban order and resolved to move to the court.

We appoineted Abdullash Washwan our advocate to
plead the case. The organisation sent letters by registered
mail and telegrams to the President, Home Minister and
Deputy Home Minister and its copies to the Press about our
refusal to abide by the ban order. We made it plain that our

i tablished in 1936, had not come into being

organisation, €s

as a puppet of the Home Ministry. Our aims has been to call

all to the Quran and Sunnah. Ours is Allah patron, of
Whose Shariah we intend to implement.

Jamal Abdul Nasser passed the ban order in hot haste.

" The same was his behaviour in banning,indeﬁnitely the or-

an of Muslim Women, of which I was the editor. The hire

‘agents of the diabolical forces ransacked the Muslim

Women Centre and displaced one hundred and twenty or-

phans boarding there, for they were sponsored by the Mus-

organisatio
our centre. Though they had asked me to be present there,
1 refused flatly to do so. The same Was the stance of other
members. As a result, they took charge of all our assets
from the paid secretary who was not authorised to do so. 1

20
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quote here the state .
which copi ment issued by th s
‘and th:og;::sw%leusﬁﬂf&? the Presi)(,iente I?Il;,g;l: sﬁ:zn of
v a ©58. 8 ., ister
in 1936 with the omen Organisation was fi
Dawah _€xpress objective of . ounded
which nf%’;ﬁt‘if training the Muslim oy breaching Allah’s
‘Allah and no elp 1t restore its past glory. Sov in & fashion
over Muslimsse"lsll:lm.l'“ Muslim ruler ha.s theelslgnty is for
tt?x preach Islam axfdatl:ltro af_;nMuslim Women Ox:gagm'tsatg ol;lu!e
- e Oid wh. ) .an army Of 18
Allah’s rulc:c:nczllllghflelp bring about thzo;ti);iv:}ﬁ g
8 earth. We refuse to accept thzn:;af

usli :
im Women Centre. The President who

~publicly preaches seculri
y preaches sm has no right to rule over u
; 8.

Nor is his minist. i

T 18 X nistry entitled to '

Aic Dawah pass such

g b;sfz:ft.;eist}:ionymous with sorzz ::c:ﬁ;i kg

st U e by a government opposedy :s?ifs

uslim Ummah, rophet Sallallahu Alaihi Was:z)lla .
m

~ ‘and Allah. The
- state can no doubt forfeit our worldly

. 'belongings but it cann rtain
RN k" - t i
- "Ours is the M , lan T o
“ essage of Islam. We stand fo‘:sngvl(:::dfm't&
wi

~..the objective of calli

2 callin

"~ Allah i 1g everyone to beli i

| until the Islamic state is esmbggill:ze tn and strive for

‘What are We to do?

“used to flock to
it wom. my house askin.
M women ad g me what to
~‘Many the » though many had |
bt aod o Lore Who not only SuPPorte(li) ‘the fn'}'i?“afs'
ruler

used to iss igi
ue religious decrees in his favour and th
us

ai Sur"

ere were,

| . however, some
X o ) noble souls who did not give 1
and ye in

X
slam. Adherence to Islam is the real thing
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| ts
Muslim Women also kept their hand; off téxlee aé;zr;po
to adopt a lenient attitude and thfgug:us‘ﬁaam s
} hen many
the Truth at a time w

. On the foundation day of our Or-

cam
E‘;:lilrpfi;og: :he Truth. They agreed on my propo:

.

religious meeting in house which would
with the fundamentals

3 threatened dire
osted these meetings were . would
wom enu:rlxw: d made to vow that such meetings ul
consequences an ma

i confine
t be held in future. We were thus again forced to
2\(;r activities at a personal level.

i lifting of ban on our

- ffers regarding the ; uin
visit me apd made zﬁ conditions which could mcurbr{lrsl’ rout
Organisation on si they proposed to bri 8

;torship and to pay me 300 Jayiniha

1
iti 1d have no contro

dition that I wou X ¢

ey ot o 5 S o i

th 'ﬂtl,:ll?:;;e; department. | ma;i enit pxlftlrrcl)lthinother offer

e uld be given full control. A88-C0

nal reappects Itz};(;store the centre and to ﬁicﬁoxtl,kfa%r the
they made ¥ y;a?m‘ ha every year on the concition t. .

of 20,000 )&

ntre shoul
S:hi them in no uncertain terms
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for the Cause of Islam. We would not be misled. Nor would
we allow others to be misled by forces that use Islam as a
source of their livelihood. My reply infuriated them. Yet
they did not give up in their attempts to lure me. I was
surprised to find them making such offers but soon I learnt
‘that they intended to misled us.

he Night Visitors

" One evening while I was at home three persons came to

meet me. When I saw them in the drawing room I saw them
‘dressed as Arabs. As I asked them of the purpose of their
visit they told they were Syrians coming from Saudi Arabia
and ifitend to spend their short vacation in Cairo. As stated
yy them, they had met in Saudi Arabia, Saeed Ramadhan,
haikh Mustafa Alam, Kamil Shareef, Mohammad Usmavi
and Fathi Khauli- the Ikhwan leaders who had left Egypt to
avoid persecution. These Ikhwan leaders had sent us

" regards and directed them to join Ikhwan hence they had
.. . come to me to receive the directives.

" They talked at length about Jamal Abdul Nasser and

7 ‘Ikhwan and how Nasser persecuted ikahwans. They
- referred also to the 1954 incident and the Martydom of Ab-
o~ dul Qadir Audah and his associates. They told they were
-~ ready to revolt against Nasser’s regime and to assassinate
+ Nasser and that their plan had been approved by Kamil
" Shareef, Usmavi, Ramadhan and Khauli. When they asked
.~ me to express my views on the plan, I told that I had learnt

- of this plan for first time hence I cannot make any com-
~ment. They took leave and promised to come in future to

'discuss in detail, the plan. At this point I categorically told
them: (i) I do not know anything about such an organisation
‘within Ikhwans. The Ikhwan organisation has already been
banned by the government; (ii) I cannot discuss such mat-
ters with Murshid, for our relations are based on the Ideals
of Islamic brotherhood and love; (iii) That Nasser should be
assassinated has not occured to any of us. You should better

23
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return to your country and gain some more Islamic train-

ing.
On hearing this they resumed their seats and other
ter Zainab is not convinced; Has

said, "Perhaps the sis

anyone other than Nasser destroyed the country?" 1 replied,
*In my opinion Ikhwan does not stand for Nasser’s
assassination.” asked them to tell me their names. While
introducing themselves as Abdul Shafi, Abdul Hag, Abdul
Jaleel Isa and Abdur Rahman Khaleel they were faltering.

Since "Abdul’ figured in the name of all of them I felt

amused. 1 advised them to return their home before the
Nasser intelligence d

epatment might nab them. One of
them saig, "O Z.ainab! You have every right to doubt our in-
tegrity. But soon you would know our identity." Then they
went away. In the evening I related my encounter with the
fake Syrian visitors to Ab

dul Fattah Ismail who had come to
meet me.

ened to be Ahmad Rasikh

two weeks had passed since the Syrians
visited me, one person named Ahmad Rasikh came to meet
me. He introduced himself as an intelligence official. He

my conversation with the Syrians. I ex-

enquired me of
plained, "I am sure those Syrians were not the real Ikhwans.

It is childish on your part to play such tricks. You have al-
ready forfeited our journal and banned the Centre. What
else do you want?" The officer asked me questions about
Jamalof and Jamalfa. 1 told him that they were atheists and

they took pride in their association with the forces of evil.

He interrupted me by saying that they all were Muslims. 1

replied that such is pot the conduct of Mushms. They are
the orfes whose hearts are sealed and who pay no attention
to the call. They ere given to their fanciful world. May Allah
Guide Them And Accept Their repentence.

Two days later a state vehicle stopped at my house
from which alighted a young man clad in grey suit. I was sit-

Everyone Happ
Even before
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ting in my balcony at that time. H

o _ L th . He greeted me wi

du(:eii rﬁg;ii&?daslzlh to sit in !;hefvisitor’s roo(:n‘fv};lhe ?fllt?m

fronce 'departm mad Rasikh an official in the int (i-

e i ent. I looked at him searchingly, -fo ow

daye e ha;:iother person with the same name, ana e

e of cI_(;me to me. Moroever, I was summ S?ime

wp phice ot :h ome Ministry to meet Ahmad Rasf)l?lf o

mgthe ceced ! e point that he was the third kb, He
gt of Ahmad Rasikh who had met me, bear-

'I‘hr;e ngl;lsona!ities Bearing Same Name
. Lstared at him, for I found it difficult to believe that all

th iperswons in the i .
o R in the intelligence department shoul
ould bear the

me name. He read my mi

ise( ; y mind and asked

surprised to meet him or whether he had cox:;ht)(,) ;\:ﬁ n
an

< him t‘,)}tl:t Ittl::eeddz?;:lt;h Ovex;1 to another topic and assured
: of m

. wsitor my house were al

~_wsitors, no matter what time they visited. I vfl?;se\?;entotl;;

 him that I would
. | relat i ; .
' Ireadin'al-Ahram’ to him an interesting episode which

A f i
ew years ago the king and the queen of Holland

Saw a dO movl i p .

The mom
ent she saw her she lost interest in the conversa

she passed on the do

o g to her husband whi i

‘ », : rm’% }Irel }}ll(l)stears. The king also behav:elc(le i?g?ggzg

s,llhl_annpﬁked e tes s were amazed to see all this. They w o

dog. The cueen }?r(si in the queen’s eyes as she return);d te}I;e

chog o Jueen ad embraced the dog as if it was he ;

The Bri, uv e dinner table she clung the dog to h . ?WH

belonged b (tlh sen .expressed.her regrets that since t;r (f ”

f}zresent o dogpg‘(:ntche:rsn w;m lovgd it much, they coulfi n(:)%

. s a

nally disclosed that she believiﬂi:ﬁ al;isiﬁizgtﬁ)iiiguan?

of soul.
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Their only son had died a few years ago. And she was sure
that the soul of her dead son has entered the dog, for the
eyes of the dog resembled closely the dead prince’s eye. The
British queen persuaded the princess to present her dog to
the guests, the king and queen of Holland.

I continued, "Those who believe in the theory of the
transmigration of the souls trace some resemblance be-
tween the dead person and the being in which they believe
the soul of the dead person has entered. However, the
three intelligence officials whom 1 have met bore the same
pame of Ahmad Rasikh, though in physical appearance they
were poles apart from one another and had not even the
glightest resemblance. Has your President developed some
new theory of the transmigration which you are supposed
to follow?" As 1 said it, the official felt embarrassed and to
overcome it he said, "O lady! We are quite respectable per-
sons and intend to arrive at some accord with you. 1 am the
real Ahmad Rasikh," 1 said, *] hardly believe your word.
Nonetheless, you may g0 ahead with enunciating your plan.
What is your plan and what do you expect of me?" He

replied, "It is the wish of the government to make some
compromise with you. We understand the Ikhwans have
misled and betrayed you. The Ikhwan are, in fact, respon-
sible for the tragic ban on your organisation and Centre.
They are terrorists. We, therefore, wish to compromise with
you. We just want you to identify the persons actively en-
gaged in the activities of Ikhwan. Your cooperation in this
respect would ensure your gecurity. We have reposed trust
in you and you would yourself know the advantages accru-
ing from your cooperation. It is surprising that a lady as in-
telligent and as pious as you has been a victim of the
intrigues of Tkhwans." He claimed also that Imam Huzaibi
and Syed Qutb have been trying o make a compromise
with the President who has refused to do so, for he is not
satisfied with their integrity. "f I let you know the com-
ments of Ikhwans on you, you would feel no reluctance in
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compromising with us and sever all i i
| your ti
Ellzzuégolz gr(::n 211‘2 other members of the 'Org::fmi‘:’altt:;i}(l)nt 1;191{:1,
 the governme rsxtalt;zsponmble for the ban." I just laughed0 t
g ment. I m.ade him the following rapl 'a"I
ngnce st fl y;_.)‘l..l in the belief that you are really an in};;. 1
A t}i irst, the devout Muslims are persuad de f
horr ety : vfi;lmtr'ernment is _opposed to Islam. You aie io
e T, tc})lrces. You import your ideologies fro;
e e andor e East. On the one hand, you support
e faaion s on ;he other., speak highly of capitalism
G E fhirini ofrplrea by you is harmful and is destro 'n.
L0 gancty doe: es and regplations, My statement is yulitg
o e s nt?:i stand in need of any further elaftl)or :
Ly Godlc.’gin nly different from your whims." I-?—
el b of t La abe say Juma prayers regularly. Whe:;
i e pa O p;,'r ormance of other duties, he replied
e rge. abitual of saying Juma prayers fcf) h
gt onler 0151g the same and he used to bri,n l}'1i 9
s Why (l)ln uma. I asked him, "Did you evgr mk
MW are Musli lis :s olffered only Juma prayers?" He replizzesd
o mre NSl ! ginﬁ as we believe in the credal state:
?erely recite tixe Kalima ; vl\:lltnlio:xv:l ;the:' g it 1t ctanes
norey rec ractisin i
’v they wz usla(;i ;l}a(ti he followed the rulers. Ig:;;}ll(‘ii ttllfa:t:}?ds
 rulors ereed Jﬁeged: (;n the Hereafter on the basis of thjin
e compr(;mjs s%l tbat he was interested in reachi .
the Pronbet 1%[ To this I replied, "Never has in\h' t o
deologios Thlc issions had any track with th  enil
. The Prophets have always called upon pe:pl:?;

" follow the Path ordained by All:

in ol _ y.Allah. They say, "W.

'Q?Jql}fere g::i ;:;tilniour ‘worshipping of onesyothe‘: };ﬁ‘::anott)ltli-
 God My ronh nmity be_twen us unless you believe in '
E galier/ ngv);rangered hu_n and he went back sayin t(;xni
 folephons st come again. He, however, gave ; hi'l

N umber for further contacts, whic}; I refusZ:ie N
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In July

scale. My association
both deep and long.
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with this organisation,

S
1965 1 learnt of the arrests of Ikhwan at a mas

Ikhwan, was

CHAPTER I

And the Covenant Takes Place

-~ My association with Ikhwan was not a recent one, as
the government officials mistook. My association dated back
to 1937. Within six months of the birth of the Muslim
Women Organisation. I had the first meeting with Imam

~ Hasan al-Banna. I had sought this interview soon after his

~ speech in the Ikhwan Centre while addressing Muslim
-~ -women. The Imam wanted to set up a cell for women and
- they offered me its presidentship. The cell was to promote
- unity among Muslims and had to be a part of the Ikhwan
‘organisation. I tried many times to merge the two but it was

turned down by the Muslim Women Organisation. We had a
number of sittings with the Imam and all of us held him in

“high esteem. Finally the Muslim Women Organisation

came into being. Nonetheless, it made no impact on our
relations. To console the Imam I pledged to him that the
Muslim Women Organisation would practically be a wing of
the Ikhwan, though it would function independently. It
yvould facilitate our mission, However, in view of fast chang-
Ing developments even this understanding could not be
brought about. In 1948 there was imposed a ban on Ikhwan
and the properties of its members were confiscated, the

centres were closed down and thousands of Ikhwans were
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arrested including my cousin Tahia J ubeli who divulged me
trong desire to bring

a lot of details. It aroused in me & §
about the merger, 88 desired by Imam Hasan al-Banna.

The next day, after the ban on the Ikhwan, while I was
gitting in the office of the Muslim Women Centre, I started
weeping and did realise that Hasan al-Banna stood for the

truth and it was jncumbent on every Muslim to have
covenant with him for waging Jihad. Such a covenant would
help Muslims play their role and realise their respon-
sibilities and thus enable them to lead the humankind, as
decided by Allah. T felt it quite strongly that Hasan al-

Banna is more competent than me to preach the truth and

uphold the reality. Bravery should doubtless characterise

every Muslim and it was embodied in Imam
the same ideal. 1 sent word to

through Brother Abdul Hafeez al-Saifi and
f my first meeting with him. When the mes-
with the blessings of the Imam I called in
my brother Muhammad al-Ghazali and through him I sent
the following note to Imam: *Respected Imam Hasan al-
Banna! Zainab al-Ghazali 18 addressing you again. My only
interest lies in Dawah and I am prepared to do my hardest
in this Cause. I am looking forward to your directives in this
regard.” 1 anticipated an unscheduled meeting with him
and the same did happen. While I was going to speak in the
Youth Centre hall I came across Hasan _Banna. On the
i all T assured him of my pledge to lay
f establishing the Islamic Govern-

my life for the cause O
t and allowed me to work as

ment. He accepted my covenan
usual in the Muslim Women Centre. We parted company

after committing that my brother would act as my mes
genger. The first message sent to me by the Imam per-
tained to act as an arbitrator between Nahas and Ikhwan.

Rafat Mustafa Pasha was abroad in those days. He directed

me to sort out the differences related to Amin Khaleel

Marhoom, to0 which Imam al-Banna also agreed. On a
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 ship of Imam Ho

“of the san Huzaibi. A da .

- of the Ikhwan Centre I declared i’nl})'efl)lr:gglec;n:: gllﬁlation
wan,

And the Covenant Takes Place

February night in 1949 Amin Kh
Febru i . aleel came i
depaxtiie i‘l:::n ém_medlate arrangements Egrm:l-“l;l - th’e
deparre ot mrc; should be made, for his enemi o wore
foi-, my brot.her cl(:udd not contact the Imam imme?i? V:ell'e
B omatact tha h:llra;:idy been arrested. I theraf ore,
e L to contact ¥ ait personally. On my ;vay I ;31 rd
oty Mo yrdom. He returned to the Lord af -
ol P com;;an %rhg and righteous persons in that H_on_g
. and I developed Z. stroif gllllatstly tragefly e e l:alg
- pftenses od a sty g hatred for his killers and I made
'-‘m\the’Mus(I)iI:n gg;lern_mex_lt was formed which decided
 poed udgement .gamsatlon. I moved to the court whi o
: nggha’s e 6n ul(‘mr favour in 1950 during Husaiz Slch
 gaha's regin ft ow fc:lalse was pleaded by Abdul Fattzlag
b brns Lo :)i owgd by Wafd Party governm
ed their activities under the lead(i::f

by, publicly, presenting them a hall in my house. Thi
. Things

.. went on smoothly. Ab i
" for my pre y. Abdul Qadir Audah saw
ol present. He expressed his ardenTedzls}i‘i:hglzn;{te(i

th Fﬂl&h’s will. . I promised him to work in accordance
. Friendly  relati
“bearers of Ikh ations there were betwe
government i:r ?}r: and myself. General Najeebe?oogle office
e wake of coup. He had met me a t(‘:'erdthe
w days

~earlier in the
\ presence of Amin Abdullah
al-Faisal. The new

M